





not kill Lowie Bee by
drowning—a gunshot
killed Ree— and wis nod
middle-aged but rather
an old man when he died
at the gallows. Hugh
Murray grew up in Port
Moody and was in his
thirties when Slumach
died and he must have
known better, This is,
tn use Mahony's wornds
“romantic ficion,” Both
Murray and Mahony
must have known that the
information was incornsct
and this was probably a
“repders bewane” signal
not to take everything in
the story as the truth—a signal mestly ignored.

Murray's “Slummock” prospected in the Pitt
Lake mountains for many years, struck it rich in the
late nineties, and frequently came to INew Wistminster
with “a well-filled ‘poke’ of nuggets,” spending his
money freely, but kecping its source a secret—just
as the Indian who came into New Westminster in
1902 with bags of gold dust. In the days of the real
Slumach's imprisonment there were unsubstantiated
rumaoitrs that in his lifetime he had killed other men.
Hugh Murray added a new dimension to this: "it
was believed but never proven, that he ['Slummeck’|
had drowned three of his [ndian *wives' near Siwash
Rock at the mouth of Pill Lake to prevent them trom
divulging the location [of his gold mine]" " That
last theme grew cut into gothic tales such as “The
Blucbeand of Lost Creck Mine™ ' and *The gold mine
murders of nine British Columbian women.” ™

It is unlikely that the elderly Slumach would
have painted the town red or even ventured oyt to
New Westrinster, That s why Mahony and Murray
presented “Slummock” as a middle-aged man,
still capable of looking for gold in the mountains
and showing up in town from Lime to time with
his reasures. Without the “nuggets,” the tale that
Slumach knew about a rich mine is clearly inacourate.
Only showing real gold would link him te gold
findings. Did Slumach really find the lost mine?
Hugh Murray claimed that Dr. Hall, 2 local physician,
visibed “Slummock” in his death cell trying to find out,
but “Slummock” went to his death “with the burning
question of the community unanswered.” Was there

e

ever a Slumach bonanza?

Hugh Murray also retold the 1925 story of
Shotwell, his rich placer gold findings and the cache
of goid under a tent-shaped rock. The role of Shotwell
was now taken by a John Jackson, a veteran Alaskan
prospector, who in 1903, hearing about the Slumach
legend (the word used in the article) set out for the
Pitt Lake area and returned three months later with
a very heavy pack-sack. Jackson deposited $8700 in
gold in the Bank of British Morth America in 5an
Franciseo—not the United States mint as Shotwell did.
Like the unnamed Indian and Shotwell in the previeass
stories, Jackson rever recovered from the hardships
of the search. When Jackson's doctor told him that the
end was near; he sent a letter and a map of the location
of the treasures to a friend in Seatile. That man was
called Shotwell. This Shotwell, being an old man and
not able to search for the gold himself, sold a share to
a fellow Seattle man who went to the Fitt Lake region
looking for [ackson's Creek "but returned without
success when the map became partially damaged.”
Ohers, including Murray, tried and tried again to find
*“Jackson's Creek” without sucoess, The damaged map
cannid have been of much use and Jackson's letter
was not much help either™

The 1939 article quotes Murray as saying that
his belief in the gold was strengthened by unspecified
additional evidence and he mentioned meeting “an
old Indian woman at the Indian camp at the head of
Pitt Lake [who| remembered Jackson staying with
them in 1903" with his very heavy pack that he would
not let out of sight. Did Hugh Murray need additional
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evidence? Had he ever doubted the existence of
Jackson's gold? Were Jackson, and Shotwell before
him, pethaps fabrications of imagination? Prospector
Stanford Corey said in 1926 that in the thirty years he
prospected there e had “not seen the marks of any
other person ever having entered the land.” ™

In summary, Jack Mahony's 1939 article is not
more than an assemblage of earlier fables about Titt
Lake gold with some minor changes. Here, for the first
time, Slumach is introduced as a component to the
legends, However, Mahony added to the reality of an
Indian who was hanged for murder such irresastible
elements as more murders, hidden geld and maidens.
These themes were absorbed and further developed
in the imaginative legends that followed in the press
over the next 75 years. The legendary Slumach was
accused of crimes the real Slumach never committed
and of discovering gold he may never have seen.
In many ways this Slumach is as much invented as
Jackson alias Shotwell. =
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Slumach, an ebderly man wha once ived in s Ratzle
settlement ab 1he south &nd of Bitt Labe is said to
have discovered ane of 16 richest bananzas in British
Columbia histony

Slurnach entered written history in September 1590,
when he kilbed o =Ratl-beesd" known as Louis Bee at

tha south arm of Alouette Fiver, then called Lillooet
“onigh, Bee was shot from the shore as he was sitting in
a canpe with *Seymour," a felbow fisherman, There were
no other witnesses 1o the murdar, and the motive ol

the murder remaing urkrewn. Slumach eluded capture
for several manths but, with winler appraaching,
sirrencerad o autharities. Efforts o shin that Slumach
acted in self-defense Failed, and so did edfforts e
pastpone the Erial untll the spring, spaculating that the
elderly man would die in captivity of natural causes

aryl would be spared capital punishment, Sumach was
sentenced 1o death and he was hanged in Januzny 1851,




