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SLUMACH'S LOST MINE OF PITT LAKE

DATE LETTER FROM TO OR MASTER SUBJECT SUBJECT PAGE
August 9, 1925 VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE THE LOST MINE OF PITT LAKE 004
August 9, 1925 VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE PURKISS, E.L. 004
November 6, 1931 GRAND FORKS GAZETTE BROWN, Robert A. "Doc" - Lost 006
June 30, 1939 VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE MAHONEY, Jack 007
June 30, 1939 VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE, Mag Section Pg 3 :OFT SOUGHT PITT LAKE GOLD STILL AWAITS DISCOVERY 007
June 6, 1942 THE SHOULDER STRAP BRIDE, W.W.
June 6, 1942 THE SHOULDER STRAP, Pg 19 THE BLUEBEARD OF LOST CREEK MINE 011
May 10, 1946 BRITISH COLUMBIA DIGEST THE LOST MINE OF PITT LAKE 014
January 18, 1947 VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE HOODQO GOLD
January 18, 1947 VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE GILMORE, Clyde
February 15, 1947 VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE SACRIFICE ON THE TRAIL OF HOODOO GOLD
February 15, 1947 VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE GILMORE, Clyde
June 6, 1947 THE ADVANCE MYSTERY CABIN DISCOVERED ON MOUNT BURKE 017
September 23, 1947 VANCOUVER SUN LOST MINE HUNTED 25 YEARS, PAINTER.... 019
September 23, 1947 VANCOUVER SUN HANGED MAN KEPT GOLD SECRET..
September 24, 1947 'VICTORIA DAILY COLONIST B C MAN TRACES CLUES TO LOST SOURCE OF MINE 018
September 25, 1947 THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN NO CLAIMS FILED FOR LEGEND MINE 023
July 29, 1951 CITY ARCHIVES LOST CREEK MINE 020
July 29, 1951 MATTHEWS, Major J.S. LOST CREEK MINE 020
August 14, 1951 COQUITLAM HERALD WHITE-HAIRED PROSPECTOR ESCAPES.... 021
October 26, 1951 VANCOUVER PROVINCE HAS 'LOST CREEK MINE' CLAIMED 21ST VICTIM 022
December 20, 1951 VANCOUVER SUN EYES GO GLASSY AT LEGEND OF MINE 024
December 21, 1951 VANCOUVER PROVINCE NO WHITE MAN WILL FIND IT. LEGEND OF.... 025
December 22, 1951 MCKEOWN, Robert B C'S FABULOUS MINE OF MISSING MEN 029
December 22, 1951 VANCOUVER PROVINCE LOST CREEK MINE MEANT VIOLENT DEATH 027
December 22, 1951 VANCOUVER PROVINCE B C'S FABULOUS MINE OF MISSING MEN
December 22, 1951 VANCOUVER SUN NO WHITE MAN WILL FIND IT......
December 22, 1951 VANCOUVER SUN LARSEN, Bruce
December 22, 1951 VANCOUVER SUN MCNALLY, Ed
January 12, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE NO GOLD IN 'LOST MINE® 035
January 12, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE MCKELVIE, Bruce A.
April 19, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE INDIAN GHOST STANDS GUARD.... 036
April 19, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE MCNEILL, Stewart
April 22, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE THIS IS LOST CREEK MINE
April 22, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE RYAN, William
April 22, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE MUNRO, Raymond
April 23, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE, Pg 21 OLD CHIEF'S SECRET TOLD..... 037
April 23, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE, Pg 21 RYAN, William 037
April 23, 1952 VANCOUVER SUN OLD CHIEF'S SECRET TOLD 037
April 23, 1952 VANCOUVER SUN RYAN, William
May 26, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE NINE CLAIMS NOW STAKED....
November 18, 1952 VANCOUVER NEWS-HERALD COMPANY FINDS NO GOLD IN LOST CREEK.... 041
November 18, 1952 VANCOUVER PROVINCE ‘LOST CREEK' GOLD MINE DISPROVED
November 18, 1952 VANCOUVER SUN LOST CREEK MINE LEGEND PUNCTURED 042
January 15, 1953 WESTERN MINING NEWS NO GOLD ENCOUNTERED IN 'FABULOULY RICH'.. 043
March 10, 1953 PROVINCE RAMSEY, Bruce 044
March 10, 1953 RAMSEY, Bruce ANNUAL SEARCH BEGINS... 044
March 29, 1953 VICTORIA DAILY COLONIST BLUEBEARD OF PITT LAKE.. 045
March 29, 1953 VICTORIA DAILY COLONIST TEMPLE, L.G. 045
December 12, 1954 VANCOUVER SUN THE LOST GOLD OF GARIBAL .1 047
December 12, 1954 VANCOUVER SUN CLARK, Cecil
April 4, 1966 CANADA MONTH THE FABULOUS TALE OF SLUMACH'S GOLD 050
April 4, 1966 CANADA MONTH JAY, Alan 050
August 16, 1968 THE PROVINCE SICK 71-YEAR-OLD SURVIES GLACIER CRAWL.. 053
August 16, 1968 THE PROVINCE MCPHADEN, Duncan E.
August 16, 1968 THE PROVINCE CURTIN, Fred
August 16, 1968 VANCOUVER SUN MCPHADEN, Duncan E.
August 16, 1968 VANCOUVER SUN INJURED MAN CRAWLS TO SAFETY 049
August 16, 1968 VANCOUVER SUN ARDIES, Tom
January 29, 1969 HARDING, Roland to ROTARY CLUB, Haney OLD SLUMACH 054
March 13, 1970 CHILLIWACK & DISTRICT MUSEUM to WAITE, D.E;HISTORY 067
March 13, 1970 HENNING, S. to WAITE, D.E. HISTORY 067
April 23, 1970 COLUMBIAN to WAITE, D.E. LOST CREEK MINE 068
April 23, 1970 ROOT, Judith M. to WAITE, D.E. LOST CREEK MINE 068
May 20, 1970 PRESS LIBRARY to WAITE, D.E. LOST CREEK MINE | 069
|May 20, 1870 VANCOUVER SUN to WAITE, D.E. LOST CREEK MINE 069
August 15, 1970 MCPHADEN, Duncan C. to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH 072
September 2, 1970 DAVIES, Dallas to WAITE, D.E. MINING INFORMATION 077
October 19, 1970 COLUMBIAN to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH
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SLUMACH'S LOST MINE OF PITT LAKE

DATE LETTER FROM TO OR MASTER SUBJECT SUBJECT PAGE
October 19, 1970 JAY, Alan to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH
October 21, 1970 IRELAND, Willard E. to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH 100
October 21, 1970 PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH 100
December 2, 1970 IRELAND, Willard E. to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH 101
December 2, 1870 PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH 101
March 31, 1971 DAILY COLONIST to WAITE, D.E. BROWN, Robert A. 'Doc’ 102
March 31, 1971 MIXON, Muriel W. to WAITE, D.E. BROWN, Robert A. ‘Doc’ 102
March 31, 1971 VICTORIA PRESS LTD to WAITE, D.E. BROWN, Robert A. ‘Doc’ 102
June 28, 1971 MCPHADEN, Duncan C. to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH 111
June 28, 1871 TRIAL OF SLUMACH TRIAL OF SLUMACH 116
Septamber 10, 1971 WAITE, D.E. - interview MCLOUGHLIN, Mickey 103
September 20, 1971 WAITE, D.E. - Interview MILLER, Charles A. 107
July 13, 1973 HANEY LIBRARY to WAITE, D.E. KWANT'STAN
July 13, 1973 HUMPHREY, L.F. to WAITE, D.E. KWANT'STAN
June 15, 1974 BOILEAU, Michael A. THE LOST CREEK VALLEY OF PITT LAKE 146
August 15, 1974 WAITE, D.E. interview - CHARNLEY, Amanda CHARNLEY, Amanda 168
August 20, 1974 BROWN, G. Stuart to DIRECTOR OF PARKS LOST MINE DISCOVERY 178
August 29, 1974 DEPT OF RECREATION to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY
August 29, 1974 LOWREY, R. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 179
September 24, 1974 BROWN, G. Stuart to MINES & PETROLEUM LOST MINE DISCOVERY 182
September 24, 1974 BROWN, G. Stuart to NIMSICK, Leo T. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 182
September 30, 1974 NIMSICK, Leo T. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 183
October 24, 1874 BROWN, G, Stuart to NIMSICK, Leo T. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 184
November 5, 1974 NIMSICK, Leo T. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 185
November 15, 1974 BROWN, G. Stuart to NIMSICK, Leo T. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 186
December 2, 1874 NIMSICK, Leo T. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 187
December 6, 1974 AHRENS, R.H. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 188
May 1, 1975 WAITE, D.E. - interview HAMILTON, Richard 189
May 1, 1975 WAITE, D.E. - interview MCILVANEY, Peter 189
September 25, 1975 BROWN, G. Stuart to NIMSICK, Leo T. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 190
September 30, 1975 NIMSICK, Leo T. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 192
August 17, 1978 BROWN, G. Stuart to FYLES, James T. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 193
August 25, 1978 FYLES, James T. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 196
September 4, 1978 BROWN, G. Stuart to BENNETT, William R. LOST MINE DISCOVERY. 197
September 14, 1978 BROWN, G. Stuart to VICTORIA DAILY TIMES LOST MINE DISCOVERY 198
October 12, 1978 BENNETT, William R. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 199
November 5, 1978 BROWN, G. Stuart to BENNETT, William R. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 200
November 22, 1978 VICTORIA DAILY TIMES GARIBALD! GLORY HOLE 201
November 22, 1978 VICTORIA DAILY TIMES HUME, Mark 201
January 16, 1979 FYLES, James T. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE 203
January 27, 1979 BROWN, G. Stuart to FYLES, James T. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 204
September 5, 1980 BROWN, G. Stuart to FYLES, James T. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 206
September 17, 1980 'FYLES, James T. to BROWN, G. Stuart LOST MINE DISCOVERY 207
September 29, 1980 'BROWN, G. Stuart to WAITE, D.E. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 208
October 26, 1981 BROWN, G. Stuart to WAITE, D.E. LOST MINE DISCOVERY 209
December 21, 1985 WAITE, D.E. to BROWN, G. Stuart SLUMACH 210
July 10, 1986 BROWN, G. Stuart to WAITE, D.E. LOST MINE 211
November 5, 1986 BROWN, G. Stuart to WAITE, D.E. LOST MINE 221
April 29, 1987 BROWN, G. Stuart to WAITE, D.E. SLUMACH MINE 223
August 1, 1987 WAITE, D.E. - interview BROWN, G. Stuart 212
THERE'S GOLD IN THEM HILLS 22

October 31, 1987

RIDGE/MEADOWS TIMES
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5. KINSHIP TIES

Something of the wide range of relationships that a Coast Salish community might
have may be seen in Simon Pierre’s own family ties. I have diagrammed his genealogy
in the accompanying table, omitting most collaterals and their descendants but adding
to the names of persons their tribal identity and the origin of their native names. In
most cases when giving genealogies, a subject in which he is an expert, Simon volun-
teered this information. Most Coast Salish marriages were patrilocal, so that most
persons grew up with and were identified as members of their fathers’ and fathers’ fathers’
groups. But descent was bilateral, and so names were transmitted both through sons
and through daughters. A man gave his inherited names to his sons’ sons as a matter
of course, but he also gave them to his daughters as part of their dowries to be used by
their sons to show their mothers’ origin. .

Thus Simon’s father’s father’s father naxne’xslaq, a Pitt Lake man bearing a name
identified with Pitt Lake since creation, married a Kwantlen woman who brought with
her three Kwantlen names which she gave to their three sons. One of these sons, Simon’s
grandfather, married a Samish woman, probably renewing an older alliance, since his
own mother, through Kwantlen, bore a Samish name. Through this marriage Simon
traces his relationship with several Samish on the Swinomish Reservation, including
Tommy Bobb, who is famous as the most active possessor of sk¥adi’li¢ in the Coast Salish
area to-day. But this Samish grandmother had two brothers with names identified as
Skykomish, and her mother was said to be the daughter of wi'nipa. Simon believes that
wi'nipa was swa’dabs, which he identifies as Colville. Actually swa’dabs is the Puget
Sound term for all the Interior Salish, but wi‘nipa was more likely the Snohomish wi'nipa,
whose Indian name was a corruption of the nickname given by the whites, “ Bonaparte.”
Through his mother, Simon traces his relationship with people at the Saanich communities
at Patricia Bay and Brentwood Bay and with people at Tsawwassen. Through the

- marriages of Simon’s father’s siblings, links have been established with the Scowlitz of

Harrison River, with the Lillooet, and with the descendants of white settlers.

Simon’s comments on his father’s siblings are also worth reporting for what they
reveal of the struggle between native and white systems of behaviour and belief. His
father’s oldest brother, Simon said, died young as a result of being whipped with spruce-
boughs by uncles who were training him to become a shaman. His second sister com-
mitted suicide. It was at Pitt Lake, where her grandmother was training her in good
manners so that she would make a good marriage. The girl was working with mountain-
goat wool and turned to eat some dried sturgeon. Because girls were supposed to eat
sparingly, when her grandmother saw this, she struck her across the back with a stick.
The girl then ran from the village to a pool that was known to be the home of a sXe’logom,
and before her sister and her father’s slaves could stop her, she drank some of the water
and as a result she died. Later one of the slaves, a girl named xemu’c’aye, said, “ My
sister has died so I shall die, too,” and also drank from the pool. But before she died
she hid herself in a hollow tree, so it was several months before her body was found.

Simon’s father’s oldest sister, he said, married a Hudson’s Bay Company employee,
Basil Brassou(?), who settled as a farmer at Langley Prairie. Later two of their daugh-
ters married whites, Victor Twist and George Moody. Simon’s father spent part of his
boyhood on his brother-in-law’s farm.

After the conversion of the Katzie to Roman Catholicism, the priests took the three
surviving older brothers away. The oldest was sent to Lillooet country to help preach
to the Indians and came to be known as * Father ” Francis Smith. He has descendants
there now. The second, Billy, became chief of police on the reserve at New Westminster.
His family all died of tuberculosis. The third, Charley Phillip, was sent to serve as
policeman at Harrison Mills. He left no descendants because, Simon says, he was forced
by the priests to marry an old woman. Both Billy and Charley were killed by bad Indian
doctors because they had put people in jail.
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Simon believes that the Katzie were converted to Christianity much later than most
of their neighbours, perhaps as late as the 1880’s, and that for this reason his father had
such a thorough knowledge of his people’s traditions. However, conversion in this con-
text may mean merely final capitulation to the whites’ way of life—single-family houses
with floors, children in school, etc. But contact with missionaries may have begun as
early as 1841, when the first priests preached at Fort Langley, allowing plenty of time
for the assimilation of Christian religious concepts. One such concept may have been
the idea of the deity so prominent in Old Pierre’s and in Simon’s thinking.

My work with Simon does not permit me to answer the question raised by Jenness
whether the clear integration of beliefs and practices was part of the native culture or the
work of one native philosopher. My feeling is that the integration is latent, but that the
expression probably was the work of one man. I have raised the further question whether
the integration of the traditions with the facts of residence and land use is old or recent.
If the Katzie actually did move down from Pitt Lake to the Fraser in recent times, then
the identification of the Katzie village-site with the spot where Swaneset’s wives brought
eulachon and sockeye must represent a recent reworking of Katzie traditions. Such a
reworking probably could have occurred in a generation or two without conscious decep-
tion. In a non-literate society, as in some literate societies, the function of traditi.on is to
explain the present. If the present facts do not agree with the tradition, then the tradition
must be wrong. Perhaps Old Pierre himself, or an equally competent traditionalist of the
generation before him, not only created a coherent body of tradition that fitted abstract
concepts, but one that fitted the facts of residence and territorial claims as well.

TABLE II.—GENEALOGY OF SIMON PIERRE

— A tax¥lemaxw
(Kwantlen name)

A naxne'xslag
(Pitt Lake tribe A skwalxilom ‘
and name) (Kwantlen name) —_A ngc’a'rpgz )
O s%na”tie A goye'qaltxw Francis Smith
(Kwantlen tribe, “ (Kwantlen name) A xele'q
Samish name) Wil
(1|) o illiam
(—— snina’
rib 0O ki

(Samish tribe,

s lmet Samish name?) .
A c’alge'nam O ti’tayxWama’at

ll (Guemes Island, A gove'qalag
| Samish tribe) (Samish tribe, A Charley Phillip
[ @ TR ? Skykomish name)
(dau. of wi'nipa O sPimati — A xa'xc’dltan
’ o s”’1ma’’tie :
of swa’dabg) (Samish tribe, Peter Plgrre
Skykomish name)
A catxe’lom A Simon
SS—— (Patricia Bay,
I Saanich tribe)
g kwal§imtona‘at O c'tictona’at
O t'sla’sia Katherine

(East Saanich tribe,
half Tsawwassen)

29




Descendants Chart

Sat, Jun 12, 1983

Page 1

1— Pitt Lake Tribe Nanaimo NEXNE'XELEQ -72
sp- Kwantlen Tribe S?INA'?TIE -163

Kwantlen Tribe TEXWLE'NEXW -164

2— Kwantlen Tribe SKWELXI'LEM -165

2— Kwantlen Tribe QEYE'Q'ELTXW  -71

2—

3—

Son#1 PIERRE -156
Francis SMITH  -157
William PIERRE ~ -158
Daughter #1 PIERRE ~ -159
Daughter #2 PIERRE -160
Charley PHILLIP  -161
PETERPIERRE -31 (1859)

sp- Catherine GEORGE -32

4— Frank PIERRE -33
sp- MUSQUEAM TRIBE -89
5— EthelPIERRE -90
sp- George ROBERTS -91
6— Calvin'Bear ROBERTS -92
6— Mary ROBERTS -93
6— Frank ROBERTS -94
4— August PIERRE -34
sp- BAILEY -95
5— Richard PIERRE -96
" sp- MargaretMOODY -97
6— Justin PIERRE -100
6— Clifton'Rocky' BAILEY  -98
sp- Diane CUNNINGHAM -123
7— Ricky BAILEY -124
sp- Tammy PIERRE -130
7— Rocky BAILEY -125
sp- Leslie PIERRE -131
7— RobBAILEY -126
7— Rene Sam 'Sam' BAILEY
7— Shannon BAILEY -128
7— RitaBAILEY -129
6— Melvin Preston BAILEY  -99
4— Simon Cassimere PIERRE ~ -35
sp- Minnie MILLER -73
5— MarthaPIERRE -74
sp- Joseph WASHINGTON -78
6— Theodore? WASHINGTON -79
6— Robert WASHINGTON -80

-127
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Sat, Jun 12, 1993

Page 2

5— Daisy PIERRE -75
] 5— Edward PIERRE -76
) sp-Laverne LEON -81
) 6— Edward Clarence PIERRE -82
6— Garnet PIERRE -83
6— Leslie PIERRE -84
6— Brian PIERRE -85
6— Tammy PIERRE -86
6— Arnold PIERRE -87
6— Allan PIERRE -88
5— Clarence PIERRE -77
‘ 4— Margaret Mary PIERRE -36
4— Amanda PIERRE -37
s p-Clinton CHARNLEY -39
5— William CHARNLEY -40
5— Robert CHARNLEY - 41
5— Judy Frances CHARNLEY -42
5— Catherine CHARNLEY -43
4— Francis Xavier PIERRE -16
sp-Minnie MUSSELL -17
5— Sarine PIERRE -18
5— Joachim PIERRE -2
s p-Agnes Angelina HARRY - 1
6— William Patrick PIERRE -3
- sp-Yvonne Theresa SAM -44
7— Andrew John SAM -45
sp-Joanne SAM -46
7— William Jack Moses SAM -47
s p-Josephine JONES -48
7— Mathew JONES -49
6— Helen Anastasia PIERRE -4 (1956)
s p-David SYLVESTER -50
7— Angelina Lillian SYLVESTER -51
sp-Francis JOE -52
7— Francine Carina SYLVESTER -53
sp-Foster H JOHNNY -70
6— Mavis Evangeline PIERRE -5
6— Beverly Frances PIERRE -6
sp-Leonard James LEON -54
7— Patrick James LEON -55
. 7— Walter Joe Paul LEON -56
6— Eileen Josette PIERRE -7



Descendants Chart

Sat, Jun 12, 1993

Page 3

s p-Raymond Jones Second PETER -57
7— Sarina Melissa PETER -58
7— Raymond Jones Third PETER -59
s p-David Vincent KENWORTHY -60
7— Elena Anne KENWORTHY -61
7— David Vincent Roderick KENWORTHY -62
6— Andrew James PIERRE - 8
6— Coleen Agnes PIERRE - 9
sp-Dean Jay SAM -63
7— Joachim Samuel PIERRE -64
7— Francis Emmanuel PIERRE -65
7— Mavis Angeline PIERRE -66
6— Richard August PIERRE -10
sp-Kelly Ann CAMPBELL -67
7— Leonard Joachim PIERRE -68
7— Randall Robert PIERRE -69
5— Normaline Bernadette PIERRE -19
5— Raymond Joseph PIERRE -20
5— Laura~PIERRE - 21
5— Francis Timothy PIERRE -22
5— Sadie May PIERRE -23
5— Frizine Mary PIERRE -24
5— Benedict PIERRE -25
5— lIrene PIERRE -26
5— Juanita PIERRE -27
5— Cyril Xavier PIERRE -28
5— Lorraine PIERRE -29
5— Harry Ronald PIERRE -30
sp-Wife No 1 LILLOOET -152
sp-Christine MILLER-153
5— Kenneth FLORENCE -154
4— Matilda PIERRE -38
2— Nanaimo Tribe SLUMACH -162
3— DAUGHTER #1 -166
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bone of the upper left a

gSept 11- 1890 - A coroner's inquest held Sept 10th 14 the committee

room of the city hall - autopsy performed by Dre Walker -exam revvealed

arm to have been shattered by ‘the passage of

the ball which had entered the side of the'deceased, fracturing

the XK fifth rib, penetrating the right side of the heart and tearing

the lungs. Bullet. found embedded in the rt. lung. Death instantaneous.

Charles Seymour, &an Indian, was the princiapl witness examined by

the jury they retuSned verdict of wilful murder.
ne of the murder.

Mp, Morsley and

two specall offevers left Seps 11 th for the sce
Sept 13 Cst. Anderson had a brush with Slumach who attempted to
shot him. Seen runnling across an open space. Oct 25 = surrended

to Indian agent Mr. P. McTiernan - starved and in rags - taken to

the provincail Jail. Nov 3 - appeared before Capt. Pittendrigh fo

preliminary hearing - several witnesses examined - conmitéed for

trial with the forthcoming assixes. Nov 11 - Slumach i n poor

state of health - general feeling that de'd die before the spring

term. Nov. 14=-1890 Asked for further adjounment until the next
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assizes due ’co two 1mportant witnesses being absento Nov 16th

court heard minute particulars of the tragedy and the jury

returned verdict of guilty. to d1d Jan 16th.

Date of murder = Sept 18th - number of indians fishing for triut
in Alouette Slough slumach came out and got into argument with

Bee = Slumach told McTiernangzhat it was the only crime that he
ever committed. |

Oct 9th-1958 = Chief Coquitlam Williams took film crew headed by
Lge Hansen into Pitt Lake -filmed ond on Ve

Cecil Tlark - BC poliee officer Bill Moresby headed the posse
Slumach executioner , a tall, Bangy individual, hooded to avoid
recognition was said to be the man that hanged Louis Reil.

In 1903 John Jackson, a veteran Alaskan prospector came out of

the hills with a fistful of gold ané a shut mouth, Story went that
deposited $10,000 worth in San Franclsco banic

"Slumach's son took Jackson to the mine. Year or two later Just

before his death‘alleged to have given or sold a map to a man

named Shotwell. He said nothing but a nurse that was looking after
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Jackson let fhe'stoyiieak out.

up from time to t

to-day.

Plays o the same

Althongh‘végue the map story pops

{me and teo copies are known to be held in Van
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By . L. PURKISS.

; HIS lost mine of Pitt Lake will

: yet be found, is the firm belief

: of scores of Drospectors who

¢ have followed the lure of placer

o gold from Alaska to Mexico.

H Not a few of them have put in

{ a scason searching the rugged moun-

» talns which stretch in almost un--

) broken ranks for miles on miles north s
.. i and east from the head of Pitt Lake. -
= ¢ Untold wealth in placer gold lles in’

1 the rich gravels of some stream f{low-,
1 ing In the valleys of those rugged

i mountains, - “Under a tent-shaped

- rock In a‘'wvalley overlooked by three.

' mountain peaks standing close to-

{ sether” in the mountains somewhére

—: back-of Pitt Lake,
ﬁhnlf the treasure of placer gold
i washed from the gravel of the “lost
1 . .
/ mine” in one season by the discoverer,
! who left what he could not carry out
¢+ with him, and who never returned for
LR L . . .
‘f For twenty-four ycars dozens ot.
t prospectors have sought these placer
. deposits, Parties have made- long
trips. season after season, in vain
search for the mine which huas been
~lost ever since the original locator
came out in the fal!l of IDOL—and
"never went back again. :

Shotwell was the name -of thisL
pruspector, who came. down {romj
& Alaska and spent the season of 19013
f in the mountains- back ‘of Pitt Lake.;
"L. He came out in the fall, went to ‘San.,

Francisco, and the records at- thel

- United States mint there show ' that;
*7 Shotwell turned in and was- pRid forl
! more than $8000- of placer gold of:
; extremely fine quality, and which, int
i1~ character and appearance, diftert_d'
‘> very markedly from that of any other'
%nown placer ground. ISvery mmingl

B Tt

R aladed

‘jran- and prospector ‘knows that the;
lacer gould from every creek in the
identified and distin<
the product of evt‘:t‘)?

<

‘North.: can be
ished from
other creek.

Shotwell was not a young man.
: Long years in the rough north coun:
: try and the exposure and hardships of
& - prospector’'s life had left their

imarks on him. Not long after he
{ha.d deposited the gold in the ming

he went to hospital suffering from an
incute form of rheumatism. His phy4
.-sician told him bluntly that he would
fnever go back to his mountain, pros-"
y:pecting life, and ‘more than that, if he
i had any i{mportant business affairs hd
shouid settle them at once,  for in
equally cold, blunt professional way.l
the doctor warned his patient that hej
» might not have very long to {ive—that;

i his chances were unfavorable. i
:, Shotwell had a partner up in Alas-d
fha, and when he left the North and®
jcame to' DBritish Columbia he hadq
promised to take him in on any ﬂnd
he made—the prospector’s usual un-|
written fifty-firtty basiyx- working both:
ways in good or Lad luck. The p.-u't-i
ner received a letter from Shotwell, |
and it was the last communication. hed
ever sent, for before it was read the;
doctor’'s verdict proved courrect, and-}
the old prospector had gone to the.j
last unknown fleld. The letter he'i
. sent told of having found fabulously!

rich placer gruund in the mountains

back of Pitt Lake—"so rich,” sald*the.
letter, “that the Yukon is not in the}
_satne category.”
Shotwell's Ia"t letter told of the de-
posit In the San [Srancisco mint of]
. the gold he had carried out as Lhewl
: result of his season's operations. Butid

/it
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[
3 Shotwell's last letter tuld of the de-]
I posit In' the San Irancisco mint of}
: the gold he had carried out as Lhes

result of his season’s operations. But!
“ft wld more. That was but half of.
[ the gold he had washad from the won-;
; derful treasure hous: he had discov-
+ ered. Unable to carry it all, Shot-
. well sald. he had buried as much as
7 he brought out. His shovel, pick and
;.bPan and such camping outfit as he
.- did not require for his trip out.to
. civllization had been buried along with'
;- the sack of gold, “under a tent-shaped

rock, in a valley oveflooke

mountain pcaks standing
. gether”

: Full dxrccllons were  contained xn{
. the letter telling how to make the]
juurney in from thé head of Pitt Luke
to the point where the “gulden cache™;

¢ was buried. ~ Then further direetions

Jtold how to find the ground which’

' Bhotwell had worked during the sum-‘

. mer. Hbs crude diggings, his equally -
_crude and primitive slufce boxes, and

" the 'dump of washed gravel would tell

' the seeker when he had arrived at Lhu
new goldfield. .

That was all. Ever since, party
_after varty has gone in over those

Dy three
cluse, tu-"'

.furbldding mountains which secm to
form an impassable barrier—and do—
to ail but the hardiest type of pros-
pector, seasoned in the strenuous life!
of the pack trail. To such, the moun-
tains show no barrier which can not
be passed. But pass as they might,"
search as they would, the lost mine’
of Shotwell has not so far been re<
Jocated, unless one old prosnectmxg
Tow -past the age when he can darc
the rigors of the wilds, also founi:.
the rich ground first discovered 1n
1901, . .
This old prospector still lives in
Vancouver. Hls last trip was made
about ten years ago. He went in
alone—no oune ever really knew where
he went, cxcept that he made the
trip to the head of Pitt Lake aad
then disappeared. But cvery season
for several years he came out Jate
fn ‘the fall with from $3000 to $7000
in gold-dust and nuggets. The iaxt
‘time he made his lonely trip out
from this secret location he met with
a. mishap which gave him a broken
leg, several cracked ribs and a dis-’
located shoulder.ifrom a fall In the
mountains. None but a hardy pros-.
pector could have fashioned the toug
crutches on. whigh he made his slow
and painful egress .from the moun-

peerEaE e . -
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tains to where he could reach civille
zation by casier mcans of travel. The
accident and Its results forced the
sturdy old mountalineer to. abandon
his yearly visits. He still lives in
quiet comfort in the coast city, and
possibly net even his banker knows
the origiual source, nor the amount’
of his savings from his years of
working -in solitude on .the lost -mine
of Pitt Lake. - Like -many another
prospector, he clings to his gecret.s
No one has ever yet’socured from
him the slightest inkling of the road
to take, the means of identifying the
spot where wenith awaits the finder.
Of the many others who have from
time to time essayed the quest of this

jost mine, Andy Hanson. sturdy,:

yOung, encrgetic and © venturcsome,

has been the most tenacious 9! the

apparently hopeless hunt.
It. is nearly ten years now since

Andy Hanson last made the trip into-

‘the Rabbit Ears mountains. He iz
a logger as well as a miner. And
ayone knows that logging is fully as
hazardous and . gspeculative a calling
‘as prospecting or- placer mining.  In

the years that have passed since he

made his last season’s trip Into the

Pitt Lake ' country, Andy "has “gone
_broke’:a couple of umes.tbrough mis-

fortune in the lngying game.
he lost four booins in one seasol
that is not the story he likes to
on. The lost mine holds his im
tion. and this autumn _again h
‘take up—the long abandoned :
for the trcasure trove, of the I
liars mountains. .y,

. Tour seasons in all did Andy
sorr and hls partrers .spend i
task .of searching for 'the
gravels from which they would
satisfying fortunes when found.
seasons ended and they cam
without success, but not discou
They know it was only a quest
time—and luck, that lodestar of
prospector. “We found many a
shaped rock’’ says Hanson,
never the one under which Sh
cashed his poke of nuggets ar
‘shovel and pan. This time, wh
go in,” we will stay till we find
have a hunch that this time
going to be lucky. and I alway
hunches.” So does every true
pector with the glow of the lon
in the back of his ecyes.

Time and again on the trail,
out, and while roving the mou
and valleys of that great terr
‘boundless mountain peaks,’ b4
. has met witi others, all on the
*for the lost mine. Several tn

- has met parties who came in b
they had received a letter purl
to be a copy uf Shotwell's last
¢ to his old Alaskan pariner. Sc
“these parties came from the fa
;ome from the south, adver
% from all quarters, lured by zh
. of finding this lost Klondike.
‘an airplane from Seattle flew
-and made a landinz on a littl
near which we camped.” said
Hanson. “They were going to il
three mountain pezks and the
" .would Le enZed in fewer hour
_he had spent months. But the
back south with no better :
¢+‘<than we¢ had.” -
** ..pitt Lake, though it is ver)
! above sea level, is ‘clearly a m
‘- jake, -and. the niountains nort
_east of it, high and rugged
> they are, show glacial. action.
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‘#form a semi-circular wall, sw
{-ing the nqrthcr‘n border of i
*and ‘there is mno stream’of any
i proportions flowing out ' from
‘};_passes. Indeed, so abrupt is
Y rough facade on the south "an
7that-it is no surprise to the &3
. when ounce the peaks are sca
- find that the true. watershed
‘range stretches north and
Streams which flow into, the 1
T River drain this watershed, W
broken 'up into a series of co
tively small wvalleys. | The 1
_Grains into Pitt River just sc
Pitt Lake. Pitt River, which
the waters flowing from Pitt 1
© the lMraser River, is only about
miles in length and iz ~¥o mnea:
level that the effects of the t
felt up It entive length and" I
~lake itself. The bvarrier ol it
and ‘rugged mountains of Pit.
nas proven no stumbling bl
_ prospecting parties. but the Vv
‘ of the arvu to be prospected
$ to the present. kept a locked
Y” the locatlon of the lost minc
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haps Andy Hanrson Is right a
year is his lucky year. 1f he
it is, then the Pacific Coast
for & sensation which will rev
“Forty-nine,” the »Caribou”
“ “Klondike.”
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S WANT CIHIANGE
EIGHT RATES TO B.C.

is a resolution recently
e Victoria Women’s Insti-

at the regular meeting of
\lley Institute at its next
November 12th. A

he export rate from Cal-
honton to Vancouver for
cents and the domestic
ants per hundred pounds,
h\ding schedules exist from
ints to vVancouver. . )

as wheat from Canadian

cheaper than in south-
h Coluinbia, and indus-
t upon the use of Can-
h China’ and. Cireat -Brit-
honused at the expense
in the alternative—in-
oduction in south-wes-
lumbia is burdened to
to consumers and in-
n lands and other parts

such a bonus or bur-
hbnounced by the world’s
ists as wholly unsound
the growth of British
is direct ‘contradiction
Canada and Canadian

it resolved that this
te (Sunshine Valley)
inst this unfair .and
riminating of Cana-
:ainst Canadian and
ies, and does hereby
adian Railway Com-
overnment of Can-
I to this unfortunate
L . .

OF UNITED
GANIZED FRIDAY

hich will be submitted for | e - _
.Prospecting in Pitt Lake Country and

_Forks for 40 years, and famous alike as

‘minster appeared in Tuesday’s ‘Daily

"V olcanic' Brown
Lost in Mountains

. Not Seen Since Middle of
/ August

«Voleanic” R. A. Brown, who has made
his home 12 miles north of Crand

a prospector and herb-doctor, is again
reported lost in the hills near the const
. Secarch Parties Gut :

Following dispatch’ from New West-

Province: R. A. “Volcanic” Brown, 86,
prospector, is believed lost in the moun-
tains north of Pitt lake, and a party
left Vancouver this morning to search
for him. The party, headed by Game
Warden G. C. Stevenson and Provin-
cial Constable E. Murphy of Vancouver,
is going from here by boat.

The aged prospector was last seen
in the Pitt country on August 17, when
a prospector named Swanson, who was
on the way out sold him heans and rice
to add to his food supply. - It is believed
that Brown’s food would last him only
until about the middle of September
unless he shot game. Brown intimated
to Swanson that he would try to cross
the big glacier before snow set in. The
search party is equipped with snow-
shoes as they expect to find deep drifts.
Brown, it is believed, may be marooned
in a shack about twenty miles from the
head of Pitt lake. o )

Lost Six Years Ago

Brown- was lost in the Pitt Lake
country about cix years agn, and a
search party of police found him slow-
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‘OFT SOUGHT PITf'LkKKVGOLD STILL AWAITS DISOOVERY.

\©
JACK MAHONY. ' Co

In the orisp grey dawn of a morning at the turn of the century,
the first act of a strange fiction-like drama was boing; enacted
before the eyes of a small group of officials, witnosses and cur-
i{osity seekers in the yard of the old provincial Jall at low lieste
ninster, now one of the buildings of the T.J.Trapp Technical School.

As they watched in tense, expectant silence, a niddle-aged halfe
breed Indian calmly mounted the steps of the crude wooden gallows,
stood stoically eroct us the hungman efficiently perforned his last
ninute preparations, then plunged from sight - carrying to eternity

‘a secret that all present were convinced that ha alone posseased

and which they would have given much to know,
Yhat was the half-breed's secret?

It was the location of a little creek flowing through a narrow
canyon in the maze of mountains that rise from the headwaters of
Pitt Lako, Find that creek and wealth beyond your wildest dreams
is yours for the taking, ror its banks are lined with yellow virgin
gold that can be "gathered in handfuls as largo as walnuts,™

Romantioc fiction?

Perhaps, tut asince that morning forty years ago, nore than 2000
men from all over the Pacific Northwest have combed the Pitt Lakeo
mountains in search of the half-breed's "EX Dorado™. Lven now the
lure of the gold still calls to the occasional prospector,

Royal City Man Knows All ThatvIs Known, -

Today, all known facts of this modern adventure story are in the
hands of Hugh Murray of New Weatminster, Onv of British Colunbia's
real . pioneers, Mr Murray came to the province in 18569, as a lad of s:
six, with the famous Royal Engineers aboard the "Thames City". One
of the six remaining members of that historic voyage, he has led a
story~book life .as a stage driver, prospoctor, guide and steamboat
mane : . : :

dr Murray has made several attempts to locate the Pitt Lake gold a:
and one of his treasured pocsespions is a copy of a letter and map
left by the only man believed to have located the treasurs after
the death of the half-breed.

Here is the story as Mr Murray tells it:

"A half-breed Red River Indian named Slummock had been prospecte
ing in the Pitt Lake mountaina for a number of years and in the
late 'nineties began to show evezry indication of having struck it
rich, ooming to New Westainster frequontly with a well-filled "poke"



-8-
of nuggets. He spent his money freely, but was careful not to )
divulge its source despite tho urgings of his cronies,

Slummock was a tought character, and it was believed but never
proven, that he had drowned three of his Indian "Wives" near
3iwash Rock at the mouth of Pitt Lake to prevent them di¥ulging
the llcation which they had been unfortunate enough to learn, of
his find,

Finally, however, he was chargod with the nurder of another half-
breed prospector, whom he had drowned in the same place for appaEe=
ently the same reason, Following a long chase, he was arrested by
Constable Moresby of the provincial police. Returned to New VWeste
ninster, he stood trial, was found guilty and sentenced to hange

gSeattle Financiers Interested llany Years Ao.

"During his imprisonment, he turned a deal ear to all enquiries

about the location of his camp. On the night bofore his exeocution, .

the late Dr. Hall, a well-known local physician, visited hin in
his deeth cell and sought to get him to talk, but his lips were

{
i

sealed and he went to his death the next morning with the stolo calﬁ

of his Indian forebears and witL the burning question of the conm-
nunity unanswered,

Inmediate attempts were madc $o find his camp, by all failed.
In 1903, John Jackson, veteran Alaskan prospector, camo to New

Westminster, and hearing of the Slummock legend, se% out with two
guides for the hoadwaters of Pitt Lake, :

i

About three months later he returned, completely broken in health;

He had very little to say about hia trip, but caurried with him a
large abd very heave pack-sack, which he guarded closely and which
was thought to oconta®n gold. IHe stayed only a day or 80, then left
for San Franoisco, That was the last we saw of hinm,.

In 1912, I was approached by the representatives of three promin-f

ent Seattleé financial men, They showed mo a letter and map which
Jeckson had written to a Seattle man, named Shotwelle o

Apparently Jackson had never recovarod fron the ordeal of his
search for slummock's gold, Knowing, on the advice of his doctor,
that death was near, he was pussing on the information in the form

of a letter and map to his friend Shotwell in the hope that he woul(

be able to locate thq gold,

I have &n ay pdnaanuion a completo copy of Jackson's lotter. in %

part it read:

"After reaching the headwaters of Pitt lake, I disocharged my two

native guides and set out into the mountaing ..+ I had been out
about two months and finding myself short of grub decided to turn
back, .

*I olimbed to the top of a sharp ridge, and looked down into a

1ittle valley or canyon, With some difficulty, I reached the 1ittlf

~. _oreek lying in the valley.

Y
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"Now comes the interesting part ... I had only‘a snall prospector!

mxp pane But I found colourw immodiatoly on the surface, Such T

colours they were. I know I had struck it rich ... .In going up
the little oreek, I had come to a place where tho bedrock is bare,

"Here 1 gathered gold by the handful. Some picces as large as
walnuts, I sized up the little oreek. There was millions in it.

"I found out later that the oreek flows into a cve== aad is lost.

"Now the doctor has told me that ny heart is badly affected and
thet I am liable to drop at eny time,

"Don't give it up, nr Shotwell, you will bo rewarded boyond your
wildest dreams. Don't give it up.,”

- Letter arnd Map livwntually Reached Othe:s.

Shotwsll, an old man, and unahle te o Artar $the gold himself,

g0l1d a share in the letter and rRap to another HSeattle man for $700.

This man set out for Pitt Lake but returned without success when the
map became partially destroyed, Later another Seattle man named
Hall triocd, but he met with a serious ancident and had to abandon
the attenpt,

A search of the acocounts of San Francisco banks revealed that
Jackson had deposited $8700 in gold in the Bank of British North
Aperioca on his return from British Cdlumbia in 1903,

Convinged that they were on the trail of something good, the
Seattle trio put up $2400 to equip a four-man expedition to comd
the Fitt Lake hills in search of the "oreek that flows into & «==e
and is lostt They come to me to hire ny services as a guide.

We spect aboudt two months in the nmountains, but failed to find

. Jackson's Creek. However, we did find additional evidonce to

strengthen our bdelief in the gold, I also talked to &n old Indian
woman at the Indian canp &t tho head of Pitt lLake. OJhe roneshbored
Jackson staying with them in 1903, whon he was took sick upon
arrival at thoir camp, 8he told ne that he ataggered into camp
bearing a pack that was 'hiyu till' (very heavy) and that he would
not let it out of his sight even during the worst of his illness,

Hany Have Soarched for Oold Without ESuccess,

*Since that tino'l have hade soveral attempts to find Jackson's
Creek, but failed, Hundreds of others, from Oregon, Washington and
British Columbja, have searched for the treasure, all without
Success.

.Atout five or asix years ago a colorful old'probpoctor named "Volcani

Brown" left Now Westminster in search of the Pitt Lake gold, I
talkod to him before he left, He was confident that the gold was
there, and while he knew it night never be found, he considered it
worth a %ry. ,

{
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"He peturned without success when his feot were so0o tadly frozen
that he had to amputate several of his toes, Undaunted, -he returned
to 'The Pitt' the following springe This time ho hever came back,
He probably met with an anccidont and died in the nmountains. " :

To a suggestion thht the Pitt Lake gold may exiat only in the
minds of those who have searched for it, and not in tho waters of
Jackson's Creek, Mr Murray returns a tolerant snile.

"To anyone who has travelled through that maze of uncharted
mountains, hills and canyons that cover the area, the truth of his
statement becomes apparent. You might search for months and mias
the one spot you are seekinge. On the other hand you amight find it
the first day out, :

n "Fhy 444 Jaockson's letter and map not lead us to his cteok" he
repeats, '

*"Tho map, aps you know, was paprtially destroyed and the letter was
written some time after his discovery, Jackson was & sick man when
he found the gold and was very ill in the Indian camp for some tinme
after. I believe that he prodably got tho directions slightly
twisted as a result of his illness. Essentially they are correct,
but one slight misoue could easily lead one astray."

The search for the half-breed's gold ati;l goes oOn.

From The Vandonvor Daily Province Friday June 30, 1939, Uagazine
Section., Page 3.
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THE BLUEBEARD OF LOST CREEK MINE

by

woWoBrid..

Occasionally wierd and awe-inspiring legends and old tales drirt
in from B.C.'s binterland, the land of everlasting glaciers, rugged
peaks, "lost valleys"™ and hoodooed wealth, Perhaps the strangest
of all 18 that of Lost Creek line and its wierd story of murder,
banging, astarvation and sudden death dealt out to those hardy enoug
to dare the warnings and search for the fabulous wealth stored in
the Chstnessax of the Pitt Lake Mountains, :

The existence of the bonanza in the district was first revealed
some forty years ago when an Indian £omm that distridt appeared in
New wostminster who was apparently pretty stakey, since the tales
of his wild spending spree are still t0ld with relish by old-timers
of the city. Slummock was a slim, wiry young Indian, possessing to

_en unustural degreee the usual Iniien tasiturnity. TIry as they

\\vy

IQL/’,',

might, neither his fellow tribesmen nor the frtendly whites could
find the slightest inkling as to the source of his new-found wealth
In spite of the vigilence of his friocnds he slipped guietly away
when Lis one-man Potlatch was over, Twice again the towa was liven
up by tho visit of Slummock., The third gala occasion ccenad to
pall a little on the red men. Despite his boasts he seemed worried

Even as he flung his gold to the four winds and had his noment of
importance, the police were engaged in a gruesomnse task on jhe banks
of the river a few miles north, They were searching the bLattered
body of a young Indisn squaw that had been fished from the river,
On her person they found several good sized nuggets. She was of
Slummock's tribe. Questioned about her, the young Indian admitted
that she had helped him on his last trip to the mountains but had
besn washed off the raft they made to descend the Pttt River.
Although suspicion was rife as to how many others he had helped to
disappear, there was not sufficient proof to conviet him,

Some years aater, Slummock again appeared in town and boasted of
his wealth and his find in the hills. When pressed to the locatior
he still refused to tell, This was to be his last visit. As befor
even a8 he indulged in his fling, another body was picked out of ¢l
river. Although highly suspicious, the police had not sufficient
proof for an arrest. Many wondered how many others had gone the
game way as the young squaw, since 1t was certain that no Indian of
Slunmock's present standing would enter the woods without a squaw
to pack and cook for hinm, .

It was some years later before Slummock again appeared, His
opulence was apparent, No less than four squaws formed his entoure
as he strutted down the main street, Again he launched forth on
his wild orgy. This was to prove his last flinge. A third body wat
turned over to the police, again a comely young squawe. This time
a hunting knife protruded from her back, It was Slummock's own kn!
Other evidence brought out at the trial proved the guilt od the ma:

beyond all doubtl



Brazen and boastful, the young Bluebeard told of the killing of
eight other squaws, It was an easy matier to persuade then to
"pack in" for him by promising them untold wealth, ¥For fear they
would tell of his rich strike to others, he disposed of then on
the return trip. That his murders would be discovered did not
bother him in the least, He counted on the inaccessibility of the
wild and rugged country through which he travelled.

Defiant to the end, he laughed at all attempts to worm from hin
tho location of his wealth, The clang of the gallows took the
socret to elernity,

The furore created by thenfacts brought out at Slummock's trial
as to the location of his killings was to bring tangible evidence
of thy existence of his valley of gold, This was not to be won
easily., More than one hardy prospector bitten with the gold-bug
started out in the spring to fauce the wilds and strugsled back
mouths later a beaten and brokcn man, Fierce mountain torrents,
treacherous ice crevasses, starvation and sickness plagued the
boldeat and accounted for many who never returned. The Pitt River
Mountaing were reluctant to reveal their secret to the grasping
hand of the whites.

Almost thirty years arter'thc excitoment and the disappointment
of the search had disappeared, the Lost Mine came to life again,

In 1930 a party of Seattle finanrciers and mining men appeared in
New Lestminster and began interviewing all the old-%timers and pros=-
pentors they could locate, Fronm oach they gleaned the facts and
~ rumors concerning the Lost Mine of the Pitt River countrye. To
~ those who scoffed they showed a letter and a map, drawn by & pros-
~ pector named Jackson, This was tho one man upon whom Lady Luck had
amiled. Soon after Slummock{s sxecution he had set forth into the
. area north and wast of Pitt Lezko. There he had stumbled upon Lost
Creek. Thors he had found gold boyond his wildest dreams., DBeing
just about at the end of his tother, he had filled a knapsack with
gold and started the long trek dack 40 ocikXilization and food and
rest, He was the merest wreck of a man when he reached town,
Revealing not a hint of his colossal luck, he had gone on to San
Francisco, There the dooctors told him tha% he was a doomed man =--
the hoodoo of the Lost Mine, With Death his constant companion
he had found his wealth of little satisfaction,

Tackson wrote all this in a letter to his friend in Seattle, He
had enclosed a orude map of thr area and urged his friend to try
"to find the mine again, Unable to do so, the friend had sold the
map for one thousand dollars, It passed through many hands in the
succeeding years and was scanned as eagerly as any Captein Kidd eve
drew, Yoars later the bedraggled letter and the snudged nap appear
in the hands of the adventurers in New Westminster, Determined to
trace the lode down, the party set out for land beyond the Pitt Riv
They did not find the mine, But they found evidence that Jackson h
been there and that he had found gold, Near the head of Pitt Lake
they camped, Into the camp came an Indian and a very ancient squaw
It was she who had seen and helped Jackson on his trip outs He had



i

i
&

- (s

stayed with the party twop days.

Discouraged, the party returned, The towering peaks héld thOL{
secret, guarded by the everlasting snows and the howling blizzards
‘I‘I
/

i

From The Shoulder Strap, Summer edition No.8, 1942, Page 19,
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B.C. MAN TRACES CLUES TO LOST SOURCES OF GOLD.,

VANCCUVER Sept.23s - For more than fifty years the fable D5
the lost mine of Slummockhas fired the imagination of gold seekers,
and today a chubby sign painter daid he believed he knew 1its loca-
tion,

Each summer for twenty-five years, Cyril Walters has teamped intc

s s e s

the rugged Coast Range, each trip tracrn@ g~ down siim clues left by

~a man who carried the secret to his grave,

A middle-aged half-breed named Slummock mounted the steps of a
gallows at New Westminster at the turn of the century. He died
without revealing the location of a spot where for years he had
gathered nuggets the size of walnuts,

In 1903 John Jackson, veteran Alaskan prospector, visited New We:s
minster and went in search of Slummovk's lost mine, He returned,
laden with nuggets, but died without teturning to the mine,

On his deathbed, he wrote a letter to a Dr, Hall,vand a copy of

?"

£

"The letter says the gold is in a place less than 20 miles from :
the head of Pitt River, where a stream flows down a canyon and dia-
appears from sight" Mr Walters said, e

"Thecanyon is guarded by three peaks which stand as sentinels,
I found the peaks and the canyon" he said, "and followed it to
another canyon which fits the description. But I couldn't get E
down because of ice and snow," ‘ 3

Walters'plans to go out again next'Spring to make what he hopes
will be the successful attempt to locate the mine.

From The Victoria Dally Colonist September 24, 1947, DPage 2,




HANGED MAN KEPT GOLD SECRET ot “.s

<

s STt

-~ . .

lig talks of pursuing fabulous wealth
j burled in a lost gold mine.
i For 25 years, the chubby, bald-
diing sign painter has trudged into
@3 the mountains every summer,
Bit by bit he has cracked clues
'only one man knew for sure—
3 and that man sealed them in the
2t grave after he died on.the gal-
lows 50 years ago. . :
3 Fresh evidence will send Wal
ters out again next summer, slip-

snow in search of wealth.

icrudely-made wooden. gallows at
s s i SRR i

ot e SR RO

2

Lost Mine Hunted 25 Yedrs,

- Painter Soon Will

Se.231

Cyril Waltors' eyes blaze as he|New Westminsters. Calmly .he

watched as the hangman per-
formed his last-minute prepara-
tions. Then he plunged from
sight. ’ .

They say he committed mur-
der to keep the secret of the
mine. He carried to eternity
the location of the spot where he
had picked up nuggets the size
of walnuts, i

In 1903, John Jackson, a vet-
eran Alaskan prospector, visited

ping and skidding over crusty|{New Westminster and later
‘|searched for Slumm 0S

mine. .
He brought back gold, but the
ordeal of his trip was too much.

mock mounted the steps of a Hcia died without returning to the
mine,

A TR il

V%7 7 s baeideh i e AR P AT SRy

THAT'S A GOLDEN GLINT you szee in the eyes of this quartetle of Vanc

painters. All are treasure hunters inspired by Cyril Wallers, left, who possesses «
; to hold the secret of a lost mine -

mzen 1\ [ ]
|1y Again
w
On his deathbed he wrnt~ a
letter to a man named Dr. }Iall,

A copy of that letter came to &

Cyril Walters’ hands in 197
“The letter says the golc
a place less than 20 miles
the- head of the Pitt where
stream flows down a canyon a~.
disappears from sight,” Walte <
claims. “The canyon is guard:

(O

by three peaks which stand ar ’

sentinels.

“I found the threce peak: ar
the canyon after heading io
spot about 17 miles northc
Squamish,™and the same distin..
from Pitt lakes.

“] came to a canyon whicn fits ’

the description but couldn’t :-

down because of ice and snov..” *

1-(u-utA..'l’(-..)j

ouver sign
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; . Memo for Mr Ardiess
, ' #The Sun®

: The story of the "Lost Creek Mine" is
pure rubbish;it was jnvented about 25 years ago, and
has been improved upon until now certain weak mind ac-
cept it as truec. —_— o

. There are several. such stories. Several
appeared first in the “"Ialse Creek=-,.,3ecordl.!_' o
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'W\/hute Haired P"osp”aéor:
Escapes Lost Mine Cursel

An injured prospector managed to escape fror: the £
tht Lake mountain country last week, breaking the lezen:. !
ary curse of the “Lost Creek Mine” whxch has claimed the .
hves of 21 men who ventured into the rugged terrain to
e locate the lost gold mine. )

R

RATIRY

cchh

THE COQUITLAM HERALD

White-haired Duncan McPha.

tmn after being rushed to the
% Fitt Lake Ferry wharf, at Pitt
s#]Liiver Bridge, and transierred to
2 A Royal Columbian Hospiiu: by New

r Westminster Exclusive Ambu- 3

’J lance.

g Jchest injuries. MecPhaden 5.id he
Awas injured Tuesday of that week

‘* §vhen he tumbled off a 20-foot
2 ledge near his cabin which crum-
bled under him. He struck his

o Fback on a huge rock as he fell.

For two days he remained in §
R< the isolated cabin in a :eni- £
J conscious state. Early Friday he .

¥ decided to make his bid for aid.
#
3 _Forest restrictions pmhm.z en-

§iry into the territory at tiis time A

- 3 and his closest nelghbours were
at Williams Lodge, a summer
4 camp at the head of Pitt Lake, six
3 miles away.
8 Painfully McPhaden dragged
a himself from the cabin and crawled
M on hands and knees over more
i than 200 yards of rock-strewrn ter-

g rain to a rowboat moored ar the §

=f lake shore.

i

“d moored in deep water.

3 At Williams Lodge he was quick- ¢
11y placed in a speedboat by pro»f

A prietor Carl Williams and rusnec b
l to the Pitt Lake wharf, whereti:
A Captain Benneck reports “ef

I seemed in “pretty serious shape.”
] The elderiy man, who has spent
i trn-odd years in the Pitt Lake
& area .in search of the “Lost Creek
M Mine,” escaped the curse of the
] mine which has haunted prospec-
4 tors for more than half a century.
®  The last victim was Fred Gas-

pard, 60, of Langley, who set out

don July 20, 1950, for the upper

d Pitt River area, -He was neverf

' {seen agam.

§ The Lost Creek Mine, fact orf

8 legend, originated in 189 when

. 3
#4 den, 68, of Newmmx A

4 reported in “fairly good” condi- §

) He is suffermg from tack and §

5 Finally he reached his gas boat

oo

T

RS atan e Aok

ARt X *i.? s

o

Lo S

{ The Lost Creek Mme, fact or
Y legend, originated in 189C when
§a half-breed named Siummok
1 made trips into New Westminster

{ drinking bouts and loose revel.y

more than “Lost Creek.”
No one ever was able to follow
4 Slummok to the mine and when
he died on the gallows for mur-
dering an Indian woman he had
taken to the site, his secret went
with him.
Only one white man, an Amer-
jcan, ever stumbled back with

in 1891.- He related a fearsome
tale of haldships and a creek vhut ¥
4lost itself in a mountain cunnel.
% Then he sold his packload of go.=
for $10,000 and died.

from the area and always brought
{cold nuggets with him. Despite §

his guarded tongue uttered no f

gold since Slummok was hanged

e '_’:'fﬂﬂ;m
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' Claﬁned 2#1sl Vlcum"

hat 20 mcn have died humtuw for a fabulous “Lost Creck B
Mine’’ in' the mountaiii \\hldernc% 45 unlcs nox th of here, ,“
: Was Alfred Gaspard| the 21st? - .

BC., (CP)—Legend has xt

) .

‘RCMP Constable Johni+ Dowsctt
and guide Stan Zepeskl have sct.
out to find out.

This much was known Gus ard.
60-ycar-old prospnctor, pncked. ‘his
gear 16 months ago ‘and -headed
for the upper reachés' of' the {Pitt

heard - from. sinees. . )
CGaspard himself lad - a_ preéngoni-

e s bl

fof the fateful legend. Ho .lefft a
| note saying: “by the timk: ; vou
rcad this T will have pas N:l to Lhc
~g greal beyond.,” - ¢ :
That note, left .with fl'lt."dly v

%% opened in Fobruurx.

i acrial survey of the ™ arcu: bt the
snow . had - wxped ‘out: any‘ clues
Gaspard might have left.:

4 mountains in jitne - ‘but:
.ol‘x"e covered the-trail. -
The leaves have-fallen - now/and
on this ‘wet, overcast 'October ; day,
A Dowsett and Zepeski- started! -out
by hoat. When they:reach the thead
of Pitt lake they will’ atrak«., into
the mountains cn foot. They ex-
pect to be gone two weeks. ¢
The legend of Lost Creek; Mine
yoes back more " than 60 fyears.
i Tho gist of it is that an Iz\dian
named Slumach oppeared in) New
Westminster: with s hefty ,pdke, of
1zold. He made sceveral: trlpsmack
into the bush, refurning cacit time
with a sackful of yellow dust,
‘He was hanged, the legend: says,
in 1892 after confessing he. had
murdergd eight women. His sec-
irot dl;g\\\'ilh him. On ecach - trip
4 to t‘hct\mﬁ‘w be had taken' an
Indian; woman. None returned..
» ‘then, according  to

A

s

the

river. He has not. been ' seen; or

& tion that he would: lmcoxno ‘s tpart

Dowsett and a gui{lo made an-'

TFriends said Caspard ‘wis fasei- B
nated with the tale. e had him- £
| 8ell: flown to the Pitt Lake heno. B2
waters a year ago lost Jniy and B
|wecks later a sccond plane e s
ped’him 400 pounds of food. Other Ex
prospectors saw him two or ihree BE
days later, "trudging novih. ULent :
under his pack. After that — B
nothing. - s
23

The decp :snow . ﬁnmly ‘ldt thc~ .
‘.hcavy' p_

legend 20 mcn have "died in ‘the
scarch - for the lode. One ol& pros
pector ' ; stumbled . out of - the e
mountain country ‘with a poke of {::
$10,000 but died insane. He babbled
@ story that the creek of riches
lost ftself inn gold-lined tunnel.

‘There -is perhaps mord than leg-
end ,lo the story, -Co :wirinly men
have disapprared without trace in
that forbidding area.

o
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: Two Parhes Seek Lost Cold

British

" By LOYD BULMUR .
. The story of a lost gold mine in
] the Pitt river area near here is be-
4 ing told again as two separate
4 parties are reported hot on the

trail, -

The first new attempt was made
4 recently by helicopter, when a New
4 Westminster man chartered the air-
craft. Although officials of the air-
 line would not reveal the destina-
. tion, hunters and fishermen in the
' Pitt area reported seeing the weird
craft in their vicinity the day it
was reported chartered.

The other attempt is being made
by a Vancouver, B.C., sign painter,
§ who reportedly is in possession of

a map of the area, but he says he
will not be going out untxl next
spring.

The story of the mine is one of
violent bloodshed, and the stoical at-
titude of an Indian who died on the
gallows refusir:z to tell where the
1 legend mine was located.

It all started around the turn of
the '20th century, when a lonely
prospector found gold nuggets the
size 6f walnuts near Pitt Lake. The
prospector returned to New. West-
minster but failed to register his
- claim. He was found a short time
; later, murdered. 'An Indian, Jim
| Slummock, reportedly a guide for the
i old prospector, was tfried for the

No Claims Flled - |
For_Legend Mine!

i murder and sent: mal to bc himes, f

S Sttt

ian Se.25%'4%
The lccation of the mme went with
him to the grave.- ;

The story of . the mine - elicited
much speculation around New West- &
minster, and in 1903, a veteran-g
.Alaskan prospector John ' Jackson
searched for the “lost - mine. . He §
brought back gold, but the ordeal of B
the trip was too much, and he died
F without returning to the mine.

On his deathbed, he wrote to a E
man called Doctor Hall. A copy of [
that letter came into the sign pain- f
er’s hands in 1922, The sign painter |
- says the - mine- is ‘described as being g
less than 20 miles ﬁ;om the head of §F
the Pitt river whgre the river flows
down a canyon and’ dlsappears from
‘sight. The canyon is guarded by
three mountains standmg over the
Ridden treasure. /- 1, 5 Sy

- The- Vancouver man reports he
found the three peaks this summer,
but was unable to enter ‘the' canyon
and nver-bed because of u:e and
Snow. 43
The hehcopter party dech.nes to
reveal the extent of their operations,
but it is reported they brought back
several samples of ore that looked:™
“promising.” - No claims have been}

jled in the area as yet. :
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,i‘ Legend of Gold"

- Lost Crcek Mine Believer Has

“Holes.in Shoes, Hope in Heart

¥
; i The legend of the Lost Cpeek mme, the fabled mountain
\Lf go ld m the ‘vilderness above Port Coquitlam, still sends
' B ~*men’s eyes glassy.

- - Especially one hopeful prospec-
‘ tor who approaches helicopter .
: owner Carl Agar every spring
‘ with a plan to fly in for the hid-
é den treasure which legend says
was discovered by an Indian who
died with his secret when he was
|hanged for murder.

Since then, 21 men have died
' ‘ .seekmg the - Indlans fabulous
} mine.. - —
; . Every spring one man secks

Agars aid, and the use of one
.of his five Okanagan Air Ser-
wices " helicopters, to fly to the
gold. * ' '
44 ““He looks up at the ceiling and
lhis eyes go glassy,” Agar says.
"He doesnt want to fly all the
3old out at’once. He proposi-
k tmned me to fly him in every
three years or so and take nuL
just so much gold.

" “He says if he took all the c’old
|out at once he'd lose it in income
iItax. His toes are sticking out of:
|his shoes.” ‘

Amdng the 10 or 12 <1mxlar
requests' Agar has received, one:
has been a woman. And one of-
the 'mine’s 21st victim, 60-year-.
old Albert Gaspard, one of the
reputable prospectors among the |
 screwballs who have searched Ior .
the mine.

Half the people who want to
{fly in don’t even think about
{taking food. Agar, 1950 winner
of a trophy for the Canadian .
contributing the most to aviation,
1 says: .
1 *“I don’'t know how they ex-
| pect to live, or how they plan to
get out, They just expect to picK
up the gold, then, swish, they re
out!”

Does Agar himsclf believe in
the legend?

“If we thought there was any-
thing there, we’'d be out after it
lourselves,” he declared.
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By BRUCE LARSEN

Indian legend insists that the ghost of
an Indian. who died on the gallows in New
Westminster, guards Lost Creek mine,
fabulous Eldorado thaf lured 21 white me
to mysterious deaths.

The legend was told today by 79-year-

 old Chief (August Jack) Khahtsahlano,

the only Indian still living who knows the

‘whole story. .

_Lost Creek mine is “death to white

men,” he says, and, if ever found again,

will be located by & person with Indian
blood. S

Was In His Eighties |

The ghost that haunts the mine is Old
Slumach, the Indian who found the treas-

" ure deep in the Pitt Lake mountains, about

:. 45 miles north of Vancouver. He was in

his eighties when he was hanged on Jan.
16, 1891, for murdering a halfbreed.
White men present when the trapdoor.

B was sprung on Old Slumach claim the

grizzled Indian died with his secret; the
Indian legend says he whispered it to his
son. L

‘White men who have plodded into the
treacherous Pitt Lake mountains bent on
finding the golden creek had no knowledge
of guiding landmarks — the Indians say
Old Slumach’s mine is “near a large tent-
shaped rock with three peaks in the dis-
tance.”’ . :

Without revealing the rouie sug-
gested by the legend, Khahtsahlane said:
“Bvery white man who has sought the
mine started out from Pitt Lake in the
wrong direction!” 1+ *

* Why is the wrinkled Squamish chief
breaking an Indian silence of 60 years?

Khahtsahlano hopes the telling may
curb the disappearnces of white prospect-
tors seeking the “hideous rockbound

" creek whose bed is lined with gold.” (Last
- October an RCMP search failed to find

trace of the twenty-first lost prospector:
Alfred  Gaspard, 60, a Langley widower,
who disapperade July, 1950). '

The Indian story, as told by the old

" chief, was an exciting mixture of super-

stition, legend and fact..

Bullets of Gold

- It started well before 1891.
0Old Slumach and his family lived on
the Silver Creek Reserve, tucked into
the “V” formed near the bottom of Pitt
Lake where Silver Creek swirls into the
wide Pitt River. :
Simon Pierre, the band’s medicine
man, who died at Silver Creek in 1949,
remembered hiding in mountain-slope
woods to watch Old Slumach plunk prac-

INDIAN SECRETS on the treasures of
"B.C.’s Lost Creek mine were told today by
Chief August Jack Khahtsahlano. He
broke a 60-year-old Indian silence to speak
“of a ghost, a curse on white men, murders
. and golq nuggets that matched walnuts

¢ -oo®e— qn gizel ”
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--tice rifle shots into a stump. He had seen .
o thcledold hunter fashlon the bullets out: of
. go
4T After 01 Slumach was hanged Slmon
- Pierre went back into the woods and dug -

-$200 worth of gold from the target stump. -
.. -0Old Slumach used to kill deer for a .

butcher in Coquitlam. The butcher found
; golden slugs in the meat -

Killed Eight Sqnaws

_ Nobody asked the Indian where he
. got his gold, but all knew he took trips
into the mountains and came batk with -

‘fresh supplies. They thought the mine

. was probably near good hunting grounds
and that Old Slumach had stumbled on
it that way. -

Old Slumach was known as a kxller of
- men. The Indian legend makes no. attempt
. to whitewash his character It says he
" killed at least eight squaws after forcing

. them into the mountains to pack out his
gold. (Early newpapers also said Slumach -

killed 10 men before the arrival of the

. white man on the B.C. scene). The mur--
ders, according to the Indians, could
never be tagged on Old Slumach, and he
was actually hanged for murdering a
“kanaka,” a part-Hawaiian, who- was the
descendent of Hawaiian seamen who came

. into Port of New Westmlnster and stayed .

. to live with Indians.-

: (New Westminster court records show

. Old Slumach actually died for the murder .

breed, Louis Bee, in a fight on .

e e
@Zough near Pztt Rwer on Sept
7~1890.)

Old Slumach zealously guarded hlS

mine. When he thought prospectors were
© seeking his gold he. devised means of
-frightening them off. ™ i,

Otway. Wilkie, a provmcxal police con-"
" stable ‘who died recentiy, was one of the .

* officers sent out to arrest Old Slumach

 after Louis Bee's "death. Sku'misb& fol-ﬁ‘.";
‘Jowed- and - the - round-up - took  several -

- weeks, Women on the reserve were pan.
“icky during the hunt—they believed the

- old - killer would return and take one of -

them " away for more go'd-packmg, and

death
The Indxan tale says the tnal Judge

went to the Indian and told him that ins -

stead of hanging he would likely get life

. sentence if he told. whlte men where has

gold was hidden."

Old Slumach’s reply Inghhghts the
Ieg d:

“HATLO. NATKA MENLOOSE m‘z‘ ’

"MEMLOOSE!”

Mme Bies Also

(No, When 1 die, ‘mine dzes')

N,

»

- Old Slumach’s son visited h:s fether-,

.,m the ‘death cell and the: Indian’ story
‘says Old Slumach said:

-times are bad because gold is death.” -

- How does Chief Khahtsahlano know
Old Slumach’s ghost stalks Old Slumack's
mine? The legend says it does—and Khahie

- sahlano had an encounter with the ghonst:

“I hunted the mine many times. Ore
time when I was alone I was sure I was
nearing the gold. I found three peaks. I
.- tried to move forward to spot the tent rock
but I couldn’t. A heavy black cloud came
- down around me and when I tried to get
around it I found it was moving me away.

" B

“I tell ‘fou where .
"“mine is, but you must not go there unless.

“and away. I decxded to leave. I'll never

go back!™ . .- .o "**_{" ‘

( In the. second of two artzcles in Satur.

days Daily Province,-the Indian leyend

will tell of the death, of Old Slumach’s
- because of the mine sccret and the :gly

- fate of the three other men—a halfbreed .
and two U.S. prospectors—who- actuallr

took gold out of Lost C'reek Mme ) o

~

¥
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LD SLUMACH’S CURSE DO GS PROSPECTORS

Lost Creek Gold Meant
Violent Beath

By BRUCE LARSEN

(Second of two articles)

g ~ Old Slumach, the killer
{ ' Indian who found fabulous
i _Lost Creek mine deep in the
i- Pitt Lake mountains, was the

first of five men who actually
| took gold from the hidden
! mine—and died for it.
%' Slumach was hanged for
murder. Legend says he was
defending his secret. /

The other four — Slumach’s
whisky-loving son, a careless
halfbreed and two U.S. pros-
pectors—alsg weére doomed by
the mine. They took out gold.
Later, one was murdered, two
vanished mysteriously and the
last died from the tortures of
wilderness travel.

Broke Promise
The Indian legend, now being
told for the first time by Chief
August Jack Khahtsahlano,
claims none of these tragedies
would have occurred if
Slumach’s son had kept the

to him shortly before he
dropped through the trap-door
on the gallows at New West-

| minster.

Old Slumach told his son to

'F g0 to the mine only if times

were bad. Young Slumach
made a bee-line from the gal-
lows to the mine.

) Young Slumach lugged gold

away from the rockbound
creek but soon found it would
buy everything but the fire-
water he craved. He found a
_halfbreed working for a New
' Westminster dentist, who
F‘; agreed to buy the whisky in
<return for “lotsa gold”
t - Young Slumach -and the
t unidenitfied haifbreed headed
X - .-, . . -

promise his father whispered _

up the Pitt River by canoe.
Three days later the half-
breed, laden with gold, re-
“turned to New Westminster
alone. Young Slumach had
vanished. :

No More Work

Annoyed by the halfbreed’s
absence, the dentist fired him
upon his return. The half-

breed’s reply was: “That’s all.

right. I don’t have to work any
more.”

Astounded, the dentist asked
for an explanation.

“I've got all the gold 1

want. I show you.”

The halfbreed showed the
amazed dentist his pile of nug-
gets. All were ‘the size of wal-

nuts. The dentist warned him

-

that he would be killed for his

gold. The halfbreed tyrned the
poke over to the dentist for
safekeeping, giving him a share
and dnsisting: “Lots more.”
" Indians say the halfbreed
journeyed into the rugged Pitt
Mountain each August and re-
‘turned with more gold. Then
the curse of Old Slumach
caught him. He was seen no
more. e~ =k
Told Prospector
The dentist one day did
dental work for a prospector
that he had attended school
with in the United States. The
prospector had been seeking
minerals without luck. The
dentist laughingly told his old
.chum that he (the dentist) did
his ' prospecting right in his
office and showed the half-
breed’s gold. He willingly an-
swered all questions put to him
by his friend. .
It was August, and the pres-

e
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pector jumped into his cahoe -

and paddled up the Pitt. He
found the halfbreed’s canoe

under brush and watched the -

man leave with gold. The next
year he followed the halfbreed
but lost him in the rugged
country. - X

Then the-following year —
1803 — he recruited a U.S.
friend (identified ‘as "John
Jackson in Indian legends) and

the two followed the half- -

breed to the fabulous creek.
Legend says one of the two
Americans became excited,
drew his revolver and killed

 the breed.

‘is

The Americans turned
quickly to the gold. They

‘buried a pan of nuggets .under

the tent rock along with an axe,
mining hammer and the half-
breed’s body. They placed a

cross mark on one end of the .

huge rock and left. .
* The Indians claim the two

" men each toted $20,000 in gold

on the outward march. One

, disappeared. Only Jackson got

down to New Westminster and
he traveled quickly on to his
California home. He returned

; to_the mine several-times for
. gold and on his last trip broke
- his leg in the hazardous coun-
“try and was nursed back to
< health by Indians, He returned

Alaskan

to California and died soon
after. . e

(Old newspapers credit an
prospector
John Jackson with taking out
$10.000 worth of gold-in 1903

and later dying in California.) -

named”

. convinced he would find the

" mine—like the majority of gold

hunters he was positive he had
a hunch that would click.

‘Made Four Trips

.. Sixteenth, who .possesses

* mine,

The Indians elaim Jackson ..

made two crude maps of the

area where he said fantastic

piles of gold noggets still re- .

mained. He gave one to the .
nurse that was with him in

" his last days, the other went

.to an old friend named
Shotwell in Seattle,

Indians claim zeither the

nurse nor Shotwell made %t-
tempts to find the gold, but
both sold copies of the maps
at $300 each. This prompted
about 40 TU.S. prospecting
parties to pour into B.C.'s Pitt

..Lake mountains seeking, but

never finding, the gold of Old" Indians Hopeful

Slumach.

Countless tales of misery and-

hardship are told by the scores

have tried to find the goid since
1903. Many have stumbled out
of the area as beaten and

broken men, and at least 21-

men, never came back out of

the mountains. .
A colorful ofd prospector

. called “Volcanic Brown’ was

‘upon scores of prospectors Who *

LY Brown made four -tfips\into

area between| 1932 ‘and
1938. On the third {eip out, he
was crippled with badly frozen
feet. He didn’t come out after

_his fourth trip, tan 123

Cyril Walters,” 3694 "West

a
copy of one of Jackson' letters,
is a Vancouver sign painter

“who has spent more than 27

summers seeking Lost Creek

He’s going out again

next summer. T
Despite warnings from men

like City Archivist Major J. S.

‘Matthews and Tom Elliott,
mining adviser to the B.C.

" Yukon Chamber of Mines, that

~no such mine exists (and

" -vehement counter arguments

from people like Maisie Army-
tage-Moore, publisher of the
Native Voice, and Chief
Khahtsahlano that it will be
found), the lost mine of Old
Slumach will probably fire the
imagination . of gold hungry
folk for years to come.

Any day now, B.C. Indians
-expect to hear that a pros-
pector—one with Indian blood
—had beaten the ghost of Old
Slumach and pounded a stake

into the bed of Lost Creek.

* Simon Pierre,. the late

“'medicine man at Silver Creek
" Reserve 'who passed the full -

legend on to Khahtsahlano,

and’ other Indians, gui&edA a

white prospector  into the
mountains and came face to-
face with the ghost: R

“We sat around the fire one., .
night and the ghost of Slumach”
appeared. It told us not to take-
the white man further. We left
the prospector alone and ra<:
turned. White man went no
further so he lived.”

E JACKSON
+saiD THis |
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Gold nuggets by the handful

,.‘j""’THE LOCATION: 45 miles from Vancouver

" THE TOLL: 20-30 men, missing or dead

A\

By Robert McKeown

WEEKEND $taff Writer -

OR MORE than §0 years in

British Columhia, prospectors

have been losing their lives in

atiempts to find a mine that

does not exist — the mythical
Lost Creek mine, which supposedly
e among the crags of the Pitt Lake
country just 45 miles north of Van-
COuver. - ‘

How many men have lost their
Bves in the fruitless quest it is im-
pessible to say, though es{imates
gererally place the number between
20 and 30. i

The maze of rocky valleys, granite
slopes and sncwy pesks that make
up the district has never revealed
what has become of any of those who

. have disappeared. And year by year poﬂed. F k Wood-

the toll of death and injury continues X
to mount. side, manager of BC and
Lest summer a 68-year-cid New - Yukon Chamber of Mines.

Westminster mian, Duncan M:FPhad-

den. narrowly escaped becoming the :

Iatest victim. While prospecting McPhadden tumbled

off a 20-foot cliff, suffering painful injuries to his
He crawled for hours to reach his cabin. There he

hy.uxwoma‘ous.fm'twodm.thendmggedhmself

on hands and knees to the lake, where his motorboat

wes moored. After six miles of painful travel he

mchedawmmera;mp.tmmvhtchhewasmshzd

| . to hospital,

Lexs fortunate was Alfred Gaspard, who set out for
the mine in tiie summer of 1850. He never returned.

Pronk Woocside, sacrelary-manager of the BC and
Yukor Chamber of Mines, seys he believes that some
af ths deuths nre pever reported.

“Ferause they believe they are on the verge of dis-
eovering the mine, many make the trip in the greatest

" secrecy.” Woodside sald. “These pecple simply vanish.”

“Pve hed men through my office who've said they
knew ‘the mine’s location and made me swear never
o5 tell & soul. I've done all I could to talk them out
of gaing. But they bave gone anyway and have never
been heard from again.”

Almost unbelievable in these times is the fact tha'

- the gald-seekers have pinned their lives on a tale

that reads like schoolboy fiction. A “bad Indian,”
deathbed letters, secret maps. murders—it has them all.

ﬂw Mg‘
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CASE of QGaspard is a typical one. He was a
widower lving in Langley, a small Fraser Valley
community. ¢ became fascinated by the tale of
hidden gold, bought a ecar, and travelled widely to
track down information that might provide a clue to

- the mins’s locntion.

Like before him, Gaspard is believed to have
uncoverl::ny something that gave him confidence,
despite the fact that he had never been in the Pitt
country before. In July, 1950, he chartered an air-
plane which set him down about 15 miles north of

- the head of Pitt Lake. A second plane dropped him

about 400 pounds of fcod—enough to last until the
onsel of

area during the past year.  Constable John Dowsett
and Stan Zepeski, a guide, carried out the latest one
—in October, 1951. They found no sign either of the
prospecior or the camps or fires he might have made.

-But they told of a frightening country that was an
iovitalion to sudden death. At one point they clung
to a naivow ledge of rock 400 feet above a mountain
torrent. Large boulders constantly plunged down the

Ironically, as Dowsett and Zepeski
"+ were looking for the missing man, i
thelr course passed that of 24-year-

* old Wilf Rogers of Vancouver. For _
" the fourth time Rogers was on his |
* .way into the Pitt Mountains to seex
v . the mythical gold that had lured
- Gaspard to his death, -
. Gaspard muy have had a premoni-

tion that he would never return. His =
affairs were in order and he left a "=’

' mote conceming them which he .:i
directcd to be opened if he did not L

~ come back. oo
The list of the minc’s victims to L
which Gaspard’s name has been o

° added, incluces mostly amateur gold- L
hunters who were lured by visions of |
sudden riches. But a few seasonmed -
.+ prospectors and backwoodsmen -have . .:
given their lives in the attempt to: i
find the source of the Indian’s gold. "+
One such was Volcanic Brown, a
colorful gold-hunter and natural <

Sone i

- Information he had concerning. the mine was vali
‘ and would event him to it. He returned o
. renew the quest at went wrong this time
;- has never been learned. “He vanished. 13% 0 o
< a -breed

\* healer of Grand Forks, BC. In the summer of 1937
5. Brown decided to try his hand at finding the )
{ Creek mine, - qa IDZ

"Though he didn‘t discover the g})ld he did what

. many others have not done — he survived his firsg
». trip into the mountains behind Pitt Lake. In the pro-
"* cess, however, he suffered from badly frozen feet.

- eral of his toes had to be amputated. (Q‘)CUGTV

Brown apparently wag firm in his belief that th

The lost mine legend begins with

named Slumach,'who was hanged for murder in

New Westminster on Jan. 16, 1831. Slumach was re-

RS

-+ ported to have strick it rich in the Pitt Lake range
- of mopntains some time during the 1880s. '



- N a number of occisions Slumach turned up in
- New Westminster loaded with nuggets, some of .
.. which were as big as hens’ eggs. In the best tradition -
of a Robert W. Service miner, he had an appetite for
firewater and the company of carefree ladies. B
He would enjoy both to the full—or at least until -
. -the nuggets and dust in his .pack were exhausted.
Thereupon he would head up the Fraser toward the
"~ Pitt and his mine. A few months later he would be -
back in New Westminster with another pay load for
" A repeat performance. .
, The story goes that when Slumach was in his cups,
L . other miners would try to get him to tell where the .
! mine was. But Slumach never told. And when other
; : “ miners tried to follow him, he quickly lost them in the
mountains, . ) v
. Then the police found the body of a young squaw
- who had been drowned in Pitt I.ake. She had.been
j Slumach’s companion on a trip to the mine.
Slumach’s explanation, according to the story, was
that she had fallen off a raft while they were cross- -
' ing the lake together. But it is said that before he
mounted the gallows after being sentenced to death
-" for murder, he confessed to having killed seven othar
*: women companions. Since all had visited the mine
' ‘- with him, it was necessary to silence them forever if
! i his secret were to be kept.- . e T
. ' ;' This is the Slumach legend as told by those who ..
7 i"live in the hope of one day finding the mine. One *
i i detail at least can not be refuted. The New West-
- minster British.Columbian and the Victoria Colonist
-.for Jan. 16, 1891, record the hanging of Slumach at
! ~ New Westminster, - . R
) *.-* The supposed link between Slumach and the mod-
: < - ern seekers of the lost mine is John Jackson, a Cali~
) - fornis miner, who appeared in New Westminster -

.

. .

ILLUSTRATED BY ED. McNALLY

shortly after the half-breed's death. Where Jackson
got his information concerning the mine is obscure.
Helssaidtohavetakedtolnd!ans.shﬂedmm
and headed into the mountains. i

JACKSONeamebackﬁum-thePXtteounuvn,‘

broken man who had found gold but lost his
health. He returned to California to sell his pack

3 load of gold for $10,000—and to die. But when he lay .

at death's door he wrote a letter to a friend in Seattle .

memg.oseda'mapshowmg‘ where the mine was to -
oun

This letter turns up from time to time in the hands
of gald-seekers. The prevailing story concerning the
maplst::t::;npartofltmlostdminganeurbdls-
covery a pt by 2 man who bought it for $1
from Jackson's friend. $1.000

One of the Jackson letters is owned by a Vancouver
sign painter, who obtained it in 1922. He believes
this to be a copy of a letter Jackson wrote on his
deathbed to a Dr. Hall. -
¥ . The letter states that the mine is less than 20 miles
: from the head of Pitt Lake. Three peaks stand
3 ‘ sentinels over a canyon through which a creek flow

At a spot where the creek disappears from sight, the
gold is to be found.

pl




" The Vancouver man has gone into the mountsins a

number of times ifi search of the mine. On one occa-

sion—at a point about 17 miles northeast of Squamish

and the same distance from the head of Pitt 1ake—

he found a canyon dominated by three peaks which

fitted the description in Jackson's letter. But ice and

snow prevented him from reaching the floor of the

canyon to try to find the creek. )
Another letter of which there is record is said to
have been written by Jackson to a man named Shot- —
well In Seattle. . .

“I climbed to the top of & sharp ridge to get my

bearings and fcund myself looking down into a Httle

valley or canyon I had not seen previously,” the let-
ter reads. “With some difficulty I reached the little

creek lying in the valley.

8 WEEKEND Picturs Mamazine Dec. 22, 1951

- “Now comes the interesting part. I had only a
+ . small prospector’s pan but I found colors immediately.
:. I knew I had struck it rich. - .
. *In going up the creek I came to a place where the
. bedrock was bare. Here I gathered gold by the hand-
ful, some pieces as large as walnuts. .
“io- + “I sized up the creek and I learned that beyond all -
-~ doubt'I had found Slumach’s Lost Creek mine. -
“I traced the course of the creek to where it flows .
into a subterranean tunnel and is lost. Then I packed -
- out all the gold I could carry. When I sold it in .
. Frisco it brought me close to $10,000. e
.~ "Now the doctor has told me I am liable to drop .-
- dead at any time., )
.. “Don’t give up, Shotwell. You will be rewarded
. beyond your wildest dreams. Don't give up.”

ot ey s e s e
. . . .- . .

; existence of a number of Jackson’s letters and
at least as many maps, has caused those familiar
.~ .with the BC mining scene to be skeptical about the
.-, origin of these documents. But more than one man who
" should know better has parted with dollars in the
- belief that he was getting genuine articles in return.

About 15 years ago a Vancouver businessman ap-’
proached Frank Woodside, the BC and Yukon Cham-.
ber of Mines manager, to find out what he knew of
the Lost Creek mine. He revealed that he and two
~other well-known Vancouver men were about to fin-
~ance a Swedish prospector who claimed to have al-
ready located the mine. .

- __The four held their meetings in the back of a
Hastings street store. These conferences were con-
* ducted in an atmosphere of great secrecy. The men

_+. . spoke in whispers and took every precaution to pre- ..
“i7 . vent their purpose from being known. They were |
42" sure they were on the eve of great riches. :

S Woodside strongly advised that the men protect .
", their investment by insisting that the Swede take
along a reliable prospector whose integrity was. un-
guesuone:. ‘He recommended Roy Watson, who had’
one work for some of the largest mining concerns

in the province. = .° .

. WEEKEND Picture Magazine Dec. 22, 1951 9O
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At first the Swede refused outright to take Watson

| ' " along. . The secret of -the mine’s location, he said,

! : sculd not be revealed to anyone. But when the busi-

: nessmen threatened to withdraw their backing, he -

! finally consented to have Watson accompany him.

; . © Watson and the Swede made a base camp at the

‘ . head of Pitt Lake and cached their supplies there.

' * 3. this point the Swede began to act in a manner’

" tnat aroused Watson’s suspicion. He set out on single- .
. cay treks from the base into the hills, despite the °

i : . fact that’he previously had said the mine was a few

! * days’ journey from the head of the lake.. He would

) . give no reason for his bechavior. He further disturbed
. Watson by muttering to himself strangely. . .

' Soon it became apparent that the Swede was try-

: ing to lose Watson. He would set out at a furious

pace, attempting to disappear wherever the terrain .

“ - appeared suitable. Working on the established mining’ -

i ' principle, “never get out of sight of your partiier,”
~, . _ Watson stuck right along with him. : : :
f .. At the end of the third day Watson let the man

«r,0w tnat he was tired of the run-around he was .
getting. Thereupon the Swede declared the mine was
nearby and could be reached mext morning.
When Watson awoke next day the Swede had dis- -
appeared. So had all but a small quantity of the
- food. Watson now was sure that the Swede'’s heavy
- pack was laden with extra provisions to see him
; throuzr: .iter he had lost Watson in the mountains.
tlc aunost succeeded. When Watson entered Wood- .
!  .ite's office in Vancouver weeks later, he was gaunt
, ~..5 naggzard and his clothes were in tatters. .
‘ Xain and fog had closed in on him, obscuring the
. . s¥: and the landmarks on which he depended to get
: * zazk to Pitt Lake. If he had had enough food he could .
. have waited out the weather. As it was, he had to,
- make his way out of the mountains before starvation
overtook him. - LT :
°  Watson never recovered from the ordeal in the Pitt
mountains. He died a few years later after a Jong .
© -»ell of illness. The Vamouveq businessmen never -

4 o,
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‘- heard again of the Swede — or of the $1,500 they .

- had invested with him in the Lost Creck mine.
Woodside's knowledge of mining in BC convinced -

: . him that the Lost Creek story is one.that has devel-" <’

i " oped from rumor and the tricks of confidence men ..

like the one who victimized the Vancouver menf The

! - fact that no trace of gold has been discovered in the

i Pittregionreassummminhisbewmat the Lost -

Creek mine is merely a myth.
~_ His own theory is that if Slumach ever did have .-

gold, he found it on the bodies or in the cabins of =

miners he had murdered in the Lillooet gold fields. -~
farther up the Fraser. That any miner, particularly
) a half-breed, in the difficult .
mountain country o e proven Lillooet
beckoning, appears unlikely, to say the least.

There are serious inaccuracies to cast further doubt -
on the Slumach story. It has been confidently re-
peated that Slumach was hanged for the murder of
an Indian woman. This ties in nicely with the story
of the mine — but not with the facts of the Slumach
The court records in the BC archives at' Victoria

show that Slumach’s victim was an Indian named
Louis Bee. The Indian had insulted Slumach by
calling him a sorcerer, witch and devil — the most
serious insults in the Chinook language — and
_‘Slumach had shot him without warning. ' : »

: HtJ’R’l‘HERl\lIORE. Slumach was not a young man™
as the stories about him suggest. The Victoria
Colonist at the time of the trial reported. "“The -
doomed man’s age is over 80 and his hair and beard
are snow-white.,” (However, he was spry enough to
evade for two months the police party that was .
searching for him.) ' '
i Where: the story of Slumach’s mine got its start
L rwill probably never be known. It was already pre-
. valent when Woodside, as a young prospector, came
- to New Westminster in 1896. It almost surely may .
 be grouped with the many other tales of hidden gold
. and pirate treasure that have fascinated men’.
-v-...thrwzhoutthemmriu._. - E O
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back of tht _Lake, from which Slumach,
the Indian ; murderer, ‘was reputed to

_promi-

nent Victoria rrxs er, “ war. veteran,

executxve

rsix =—all with  experience in- mlmng
¥in the rugged terrain. of -Alaska—who
‘thoroughly prospected the area in 1904

tand aclually found the.s ot . from whlchv

QSlurnac ., an er a lone . prospeé
{yyerg reported to have found. gold..;

N x—~-'::. ‘x-';'.t'f s

i

ger. for the Riverside Timber Company,
of : Seattle, of which W. A. Macdonald

~any newly reported fmds of gold

%1

had murdered Loms Bee, ai halfbreed,
Fas’ he “tished .’ on Lillooet Slough. Pitt

3

 to his nurse, and frorm' her it passed ‘into
‘possessmn of Macdonald.”
M

Macdonald formed a (party, four ‘other’

i They secured a launch at New Westmin-
ster and started up the Pitt River. It was
“a  most difficult trip, the upper - nver
‘bemg jammed with logs and’ debrxsm “You

to portage 40 times in two days » -
. O !
Followmg the course laid &down on
the map, Mr, Moore says, the party turned
off to follow a creek that came into the.
Pitt from the left. “We named it Canyon
Creek,” he recalled, “as the - greater
length of it appeared to. be between.
eclpxtous hills. But as. this was shown
oni the map, we knew we were headed
%n the right -direction. -According: o in-

(r-—

ita a point wbere ‘we - could take cnr
zbearxngs from three mountam peaks.

' wealth of'
the , “lost ‘mine” ‘in the mountains:

obtain rnches, are “pxcturesque, ‘but un-
) true.” says Capt. H.: W. R

former journalist, . mmer ‘and busmess', g

. . e ‘ing every inch of the locality and every
. Mr. Moore speaks thh'. authonty on
3% %the subJect, for he is the last of a party of

iy the fail of 1904 Mr, Moore're-» T
lates, “I'was bookkeeper-and local mana-

;was the principal owner. I:had bu re-\‘ .
Fcently returned “from” mimng in Alaska,”
and - was naturally keen. to . investxgatei‘s allal bushs areextromely. slippery.’
5. “Mr, Macdonald in . some way - cames - One false step may easily result in injury.
. into possession of a ‘map. depictmg the
spot from which the ‘Indian killer—~who "

‘| .with fatal .consequentes. I had personal

‘River, in September, 1890—-—was supposecl~ -
‘to have obtamed an abundance of huge:
ynuggets. The story was” ‘that" the ‘pros-"

' pector, dying in California gave the map .V"game to. be easily secured.”

| ences at this time, theVictoria barrister
| asserts, is that of late years such highly

- : /| colored and fictional stories of "Slumach’sg
- Fxred by ‘the tale, h’lr.. ‘Moore’ and -

:gold miners from . Alaska joining ‘them. .
“cult parts of B.C., where almost every

can imagine what it was like,” said the |
" tlawyef, “when I tell you.that we had
--I'wealth-from the “mine,” was hanged at
"1 New . Westminster, * January 16, 1891,

.91 his wealth, ¥ .:

.the mountains and was. tracked to his’
‘secluded ' cabin by William = Moresby,
‘govemor of the jail, thh a posse. \/"
tructxons we were to follow this stream- L

‘pome ’ corroboration’ of Captain Moore’s 8;

McKELVIE

‘was no doubt that the prospector had-
been to the spot and ‘that his map was

tion — probably induced by the illness

‘that carried him off.-In his delirium, 1

fanry, he’ pictured the spot as being’ rxch,
~:“We spent a month in there, prospec

“stream-“and trickle—without getting &
single color of gold. We did, 1'1ov.re\rei-‘1
locate a great ledge of bull quartz. This
- was barren of gold, but one portion ‘of
it did show, molybdenite ‘in sufﬁcxent
quantmes to justify us in stakmg it -

.M We staked six ‘claims, and named the
location the Big Six Group. These were)
recorded in New Westmmster later.” - A
U

understand how men can disappear in1
-the rugged country and ‘never re-appear.?
"The counry- is! much disturbed and
seems ‘to- be stahdmg on end,” he re-.
"marked. “Steep lulisxdes. covered with

expenence of the dangers.of the country.;
I shpped and slid and just managed to’
_‘catch a’ pro:ectmg rock with my hand. :‘
: There is another factor that adds a
‘-,further hazard -to the country, Capt.
‘Moore said. _“It is that there is no edlble

e

-His ‘reason for telling of his expen-

+Gold” have beén published, that they are
liable to lure inexperienced adventurers
‘into one of the most dangerous and diffi-

‘'step taken is at rxsk of 1mury—and
. possxbly death. - . ey
- .
Ofﬁcial records show that Slumach

Athe Indian ‘who was supposed to obtain -

.Legend says it was for the killing of his-
squaw to prevent her dx\{ulgmg the ; source

Such a tale is pure txctmn. He was
executed for the unwarranted murder of.
Loms Bee, on the lower Pitt. He fled to|

His /cabin - ‘was burned and he . was
dorced - to surrender or starve—a -grue-’

correctly drawn. But, evidently the story
~of the gold was a figment of his imaginaj -

- Capt. Moore says that he .can well ’

-_ud

R

; ltate;heht of .the. paucity of game. RS




INDIAN GHOST STANDS GUARD OVER LOST CREEK GOLD MINE

Discoverer Told Secret Before He Died on Gallows But Hex of 0Old Man Has
Spelled Doom for 22 Searchers for ‘'Hideous Creek Lined V¥ith Gold'

A chain of tragedy surrounding the mystery of the Lost Cresk gold mins, 45
pmiles northeast of Vancouver, might never have happened if old Slunmach's son
had kept his father's last request. .

014 Slumach, an Indian who discovered the mine in the 1880's died on the
gallows at New Westminster in January, 1891, for murder. Befors hs died he
told his son, Young Slumach, where the mine was located.

"But,"” he said, "only go there when times are bad."

Scarcely had the exscutioner cut the old man down from the scaffold, when
his whisky-loving son headed for the mountains of Pitt Lake. According to Indian
legend, Youns Slumach lugged thousands of dollars worth of precious mstal out
and exchanged it for fire water. ‘

He teamed up with a half-breed, but the friendship didn't last long. The
hex of his father spelled doom for the rich young Indian.

He vanished, as have 21 others who sought out the mine since that time.

An unidentified American prospsctor followed the half-breed back to ths
nine site andi watched the zold being picked up from what the Indians describe
as "the hideous creek that is lined with gold."

The American recruited a fellow countryman nsmed John Jackson and again
the half-breed was followed. The two white msn could not contain their excite-
ment and they pulled a revolver and shot the half-breed.

The murderers each toted out a reputed $20,000 from the mine. But only
Jackson reached New Wsstminster. The country ewallowed up the other prospector.

Jackson is said to have made two maps one of which was given to a nurse
who wos with him 4in his last days. The other was given to & man known as
Shotwsll of Seattle, Wash.

The Indiens claim that neither Shotwell nor the nurse ventured into the
area but eold their maps for $500 apisce. ’

This prompted other seasrchere to seek the Indian bonanza but no white man
ever saw the mine again.

Simon Pierre, one of the last of the old medicine men, who died a few
years ago, told Chief August Jack Khatsahlahno that he had other Indians guide
ahvhito prospector into the mountains and came face to face with 0ld Slumach's
ghost . i TR e

"ye sat around the fire one night and the ghost of 0ld Slumach appeared,”
Pierre was quoted as saying. "It told us not to take the white man further.
:: left the prospector alone and returned...white man went no further. So he

. "d,' -

14
SBource: Victoria Times, April/1952. Article by Stevart MoNeill.
Pag. 5. : .



OLD CHIKP'S SECRET TOLD, GLAIM POSTED.

fABLED MINE NEEDS NO OUARDIAN GHOSTS: NATURE'S BARRIERS
BLOCK SEERKERS OF GOLD

I T el

;ROVINGE NEXS TEAM DISCOVERS HOW 81 MAY HAVE PERISHED.

o

‘The ghosts that guard Slumach's Lost Creek l}ine, that lave
warded off a horde of searchers moiling for its gold, are not
ppirits ... theyare the foroces of nature, in suxage comnbination,.

| Giant snags and windfa®ls, night temperatures that dip lower

‘ than 12 below freezing in April, yawning canyons that loon at
your feet unexpectedly, treacherous snow crevices which could:

_ swallow a nan while the backs of hisa companions were turnod, :
snow and rookslides, all lined the trail thut carried a Province
news tean to what may be the fadbulous loat iaine,

Last %ednesday when Province photographer Ray Munro, guide
Tommy Williams and this reporter turned our backs on ittt Lake
and began climbing, the lake looked like a niniature Lake Loulae
in the bright sunshine, Our spirits rode high.

| WEST SHORE

Four days later when we came out of the woods, ¥illiaas had
two wrenched knees and assorted bruises, Munro's stonach was
aoting up and his shouldor was stirr, this reporter had a stiff |
right ankle and innugerable cuts and slivers. All of ua wore
) wet through, had torn olothes and legs like rubber, |

Our Associmted Air Taxi airoraft had dropped us on the west
shore of Pitt Lake, about ten miles from the south end of the
lake, near the point whore the lake takes a sharp swing northe |
westward, You start olimbing the moment you step ashore,.

An overgrown trail, steep and pitted with rooks, carried us
to adout the 1500«foot level., On our baocks we carried sach
about 30 pounds: canned deans, dehydrated soup, reacy-miXpane~

~aake battern spaghetti; a 303 army rifle and autonmatic shot gun;
axe, knives, compass: prospector's pormits, staking tacs etc.

A leaping boiling stream blooked our path and we were not abl
$o follow the route that our guide know bost, Te cut through a
wild tahgle of windfalls, covering half a mile in 2; hours. |

¥Wednesday evening, deep in giant red and yellow cedar and riri
which would bring a handsome price on the lumber narket, we
pitched our firat camp. Our camp was Just within the asnow line
¥e laid out cedar bough beds and turned in at 8 p.x.




8. | @
"~ Unoertain about bears, and having only two sloeping bags;

we sach stood four hours guard duty during the night. It passed
without inaident,

Thursday we throadod our way through a winter wonderland,

But the molting corn snow gave way inceassantly underfoot and
progress was slow, e wound through the trees over a slight
grade that lies between a mountain rim on either sidem with the
roar of the wild stream we had been unablo to cross constantly
in our ears from the left. iunro took compass readings throughe
out, and Willians was constantly cheocking landnmarks he knew, nou:
tain peaks and dblazed trees, We took turns in breaking a traxl.

For a time even Willians was loat - then, asuddenly, we oame
to a gentle down slope, and a level area boside the foaning
oreek,

williems excitedly peered through the trees and upward, pointe
and said: "There it ia.'"

Kunro and I 4ropped our paocks and followed hia fingor., One
thousand feet above uas, near the top of a soaring peak whose
top and flanks were complhetely ocovered by snow, we saw & sheer
bluff, and faintly visidle, bolow 1%, a ledge.

TO THE RIGHT

%X knew I could £484 §t," beaned Williams., "I told you I
eould find is,"

*Somewhere over here,” he added, pointéng to the right, "Sluma
is supposed %0 have buried a seal akin full of gold bencath a .
big blased tree, Ko had taken too nmuch gold on one of his tripas
and ocouldan't carry it out. BSlumach's son told ny father abdout
it,."

But the mine was the main objective and we turned to the crookv
¥e felled a tree aoross it and olambered to the other shore.
¥o made ocamp quickly, and took only one pack of supplies and

started on the last 1000 feet,

The slope was a 60-degree angle, all snow. The usual route,
said the son of Chief Coquitlam William, lies to the right, up
an easier slope to the orest of the mountain, along the top and
then in a oircle downward to the dbluff and the edgoe.

MADR FOOTHOLES.

¥eo were adle to kiock and punch footholds in the snow, however,
s0 we headed straight up. We chnaged courae constantly to avoic
fissures in the snow, There were many slips and slides: we
literally orawled up 1000 feet on our hande and knees.
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Throughout the c¢limb Munro and I é@péatedly stopped to catch
our wind, Tommy, 59 years, spry by virtue of bhle centuries
that his people have spent in taming the wilderness, plodded

on methodiocally, ceaselesslye.

It was bitter ocold, We were wet, legs like rubber. Willianms
casually mentioned that he thought a toe and a finger were fro-
zen, Two of his fingers were swollen to almost twice their size.

I

The roar of water sounded above us, and wo reached a spot,
below a bluff, where stream had broken through the snow and cas-
caded over the bluff, We edged out on a snow bridge, but coulde
n't reach the stream for fear of falling through the snow and
into the rocky canyon below, We chewed on snow,

‘Williams looked adbout hbn rradtioally, trudged a few paces
to the right onto the small ledge, and turned to us with an

enigmatic smile, . , y
"Thig 4s it - this is Slumach's mine," he said aimply.

"I knew the smow would be too deeps But below us is the
ereek., It runs out of a hole in that rock."

It wai, we guessed, about 4000 feet up, Below us, across from
us, all about us lay silence and the beauty of winter in the
mountains, ~

" UP THE BLUFY

And beneath oqur feet - if our information was authentic =
there might be lode gold,

While Munro and Williams explored below, I worked my way RpP
the bluff and reached a point near the crest of the peak, With
a hatchet I blazed a tree, attached our metal staking tag and
wrote on the white wood the other necessary information. The
stake number is A86078, The claim blankets an area 2300 feet
up the side of the mountain, 920 feet to the right of the stream
and 400 feet to the left of the stream,

On & whim we called it "Rymu Ooquitlam.”

The formal papers have gone to the Gold Commissioner's office
at New Westminster.

From the walls of the canyon we clawed out moss abd a few chip
of réck and - wet through and with evening winds whipping about
us - we headed down, On the way down we staked our second post
and corner posts.

| Williams, osrrying a gold pan filled with noss, slipped. He
slid 100 yards down the steep slope but was gstopped by a tree,
The pan tobogganed another 100 yards down the slope, spewing mot¢
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We reached camp wet, breathleas and vorn.

Repeated attempta to start a fire failed. Finally, a few
drops of gasoline we had did the trick., The fire was laid on
two heavy logs we chopped 80 as not to sink into tho snow. We
stripped what wet clothes we could spare, hung them about the
fire and dived for the sleeping bags. Supper was cold bdeans,

That night there was an incident, I awoke to rfind Willimnmas anc
Kunro thrashing about 4in thoir sleeping bag. Williams had
awakened to find a small animal - he though a marten or fisher -
trying to orawl under the sleeping bag. In the pitch darkness,
awakened abruptly, our nerves jangled. The animal fld.

Even in the bags our knees: and feet were cold, although we

~wese fully clothed.

Williams had annther bad fall, overbalanced by his pack, on

'tho‘way out and wrenched his knee. For a moment we thought he

had broken his leg. i

It was like stepping from winter into sunmmer as we passed out l
of the anow line on Friday.

From our moss sample we panned a fine black sand.

Our plane was to iondozvoua with us at the lake at 3 p.nm,
Saturday, It failed to appear. »

FYood was low and we considered building a raft to pole the
ten niles down the lake, in the event that a mistake had boen
nade.about the rendezvous day. Ve learned later high winds in
Vancouver has prevented our plane from taking off,

Vhile we waited on Sunday a yellow Moth seaplane ﬁaanod up the
other side of the lake. We fired a red flare to attract him but
he passed on, .

Sunday sharp at 3 p.m, a twin-engined Cessna skimned over the
mountains and dropped to the lake.

That is the atory. faotually as it happoned, and factually as {
it was told to us,

Is 1t the fabulous Lost Creek Hine of Slumach, who kilbed to

~protect his secret? And whothor it is tho nine or not, is there
g0l4 beneath the snows?

Gold has been taken out of the area, but no one can hohostly
answer these questions at this time. But when the snows molt
this sunmer, you may be sure, two Province newsmen and the 59=
year-old son of an Indian chief will go baok to that bleak,
ranote blurt and ledge,

BExoept rrdn The Vancouver Province April) 23, 1958 page 21,
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.Cbﬁ{pany-Find%s No Gold
11n Lost Creek Mine Area

rintendent of securities,

ced Monday the come
lumach Lost Creek Mina

VICTORIA —. (CP) — .Alsupe
legend. that lured 27 men to | announ
death was punctured Monday.|pany, S

‘It was the legend of Lost Ltd,, .has been suspended. - gL
1Creek gold mirie, a fabuloiis de-| Tht company said thorough
posit supposed to have been |search of the area had uncove
Hdiscovered by an Indian named|ered n ommercial ore.
Slumach in the Pitt Litke coun- B2 i MR
4try, 45 miles northeast of Van- 2

dcouver. - . AT
: Siumach, the " legend says.§
‘3 was. hanged for murder 50§
ago after he arrived at P
¥ New Westminster with some B
9 zold- nuggets of immense value. §
§ Hundreds of men went into §
524 (he Pitt Lake area through §

%8 come of the mlost dangerous:
: try on the B.C. coast lof¥

7{ coun
H1ocale the source, Twenty-seven g

Ancver returned.

Recently a company was
was formed after a party, led|
by a man who claimed to be af
4 dcscendant of Slumach, found
~ Awhat they thought was the right:
- Mlocation. - ’

J. Stewart Smith, incial

BiaR

4 years




Lost Cresle
11
Gold Legend
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“The legend of the “fabulous”
Lost Creek gold mine deep in
the mountains behind Pitt Lake
where some 27 men have been
lured to their deaths has finally
been exploded.

Legend ‘says the mine was dlS
-jcovered by a free-spending In-

ago ‘some 45 miles northeast of
Vancouver. It has been a lure
for get-rich - quick prospectors
ever since. Slumach is supposec
to have .hanged for murder tak
ing with him the secret of the
mme s locatio:. :

But this never discouraged ad
venturers who wandered into the
bleak, forbidding mountains or
pure chance or convinced thaf
they_had somehow zct hold of
the secret, : ) o
FIRM SUSPENDED

Recently a company wa(
formed fo probe for the ‘sup
posedly rich ore. When it re
ported to Victoria recently tha:
no commercial ore had been un
covered, J, Stewart Smith, prov
incial superintendent of securi .

ties, announced that the group
.iSlumach Lost Creek Mine Litd,
has been suspended.

The latest adventure was:
prompted by the story of ::z
59-year-old Indian who said his -
father had;told him the' mine’s
location, He guided a party tc- -
the scene - and claims  were
staked. i

Slumach Lost

Creek . Mine

Ltd, a non-personal liability

company, offered stock fo1
_ |sale, L C

‘SPECULATIVE’

In one of its advextlsemnnts
it'said, “This is purely a specu-
lative issue. The risk is great
but it could be that the reward °
may be. greater.”

The first offering.was 400,000
shares at 12% cents a share. It:,

was not . reported how many
shares were sold, .
Alfred A, Evans,' Caulfeild

merchant, was/listed as president
and Arthur, W. Bailey, North
Vancouver ce':eral contractor, as;
secretary-treasurer. Other. direc..

tors. wers Raymond{ A. Munrnﬁ
North  Vancouver Jormmhst
Robert W, Porter, Vancouv eri

tranuiacturer’s agent, aid Lagis
"Ae O, Wright, Vancouxer ‘n'
Thedtive. - o0 T

A

dian named Slumach 30 years .

-
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1Gold Mine
: Do oL, ;
3Disproved ;
b > 1 - i
4 PRAEBGoA o8 52, o | :
the fabulously rich gold minc §
4 in the dangerous country be- pos
& hind Pitt Lake, where Slu- §
mach; an Indian, was supposed g
to obtain great wealth, has >
been " exploded, J. Stewart}
2 Smith, superintendent of R
£ securities, has announced. R
s This, he says has come about EX.
through the examination of the Sk
area by the Slumach Lost§
Creek Mine Ltd., a company g
organized to test, once and torj
all, the truth of the stories that i§
have been in circulation ., for |E
more than half a century, iarD Y|
- The company'’s solicitor, R:
J. Munro has reported’ that a
thorough examination has been b
concluded of the area. anq that |

no commercial ore has been
found. : K

The result is that the com- !k
pany has been suspended—and 2
the fantastic story that has
lured a number of men to theit
death has been;finally killed.

The legend was started in!
obscurity but . persisted that!
Slumach had a supply of gold’
that he gathered from a creek
It is a most difficult and:
dangerous country, especially
for _inexperienced men.

I ok

»

{'Lost Creek’
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_No Gold Encountered In

)
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1 Fabulously Rich” L
3 ¥ P
. anuously ic ost ¢
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reel Mine, Pitt lake|
estern min news van, =i

: VICTORIA—The legend of the fabulously rich gold mine B3
jin the dangerous country behind Pitt Lake, where Slumach, E&

an Indian, was supposed to obtain great wealth, has been ex-
ploded, J. Stewart Smith, superintendent of securities, has &
announced. b
> This, he says has come about [
x4 through the examination of the [&
%} area by the Slumach Lost Creek k2
: Mine Ltd., a company organized <
SCAY , to test, once and for all the truth §&
74l ough examination has been con- B
§ cluded of the area, and that no £
| commercial ore has been found. E
! The result is that the company K
2wyl has been suspended—and the i
7f7adld fantastic story that has lured a [
<=8 number of men to their death =
3} has been finally killed. <
¥4 The legend was started in ob- 5
g scurity but persisted that Slu- E:
e 4 mach had a supply of gold that %
o o34 he gathered from a creek. It is B
4 a most difficult and dangerous st
_ country, especially for inexperi- Bui
3] enced men, and some who at- E%
74 tempted to find the source of th- B
=235 mythical gold never returned. bt
i It was the legend of Lost Creek
44 gold mine, a fabulous desposit Br
4 supposed to have been discover- Ei
ed by an Indian named Slumach § x
4 in the Pitt Lake country 45 miles [
¥ northeast of Vancouver.. 5
: Slumach, the legend says, was =
¥ hanged for murder 50 years ago b
after he airived u. New -West- B
§ minster with some gold nuggets k=
8 of immense value. oz
J Hundreds of men went into ko
Y the Pitt Lake area through some 3
§ of the most dangerous country E:
Jon the B.C. coast to locate the [
4 source. Twenty-seven never re- B
1 turned. =
Recently a company was form- E=
ed after a party, led by a man
who claimed to be a descendant

of Slumach, found what they
thought was the right location.
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.~ The incurable _Sﬂumach gold r{nne

search begins" '

disease

¥
b

5

: ] ';x \‘r . g %y i T g

. By BRUCE RAMSEY s latet <, B‘,';fjg; % k“f ) !, % fﬁ-

) . 7 first signs of spring appear ‘murder on the bank Lillooet ) chased in 1904 b_y\é Captain W. H R. {:1 <5
; Larlier in & newspaper office than else-  Slough, now known a§ Alouet\téskmg .} Moore, of Victoria. =7 %ﬁ‘g

- where o K
~.¢ .zas are curious, but they ap- -
s -zalar as clockwork. And so,
) .. goca news this morning: the.
.- s,gns ~f spring have showed up,
_.pite the torrential rain and the cold. - .
¢ happened this way. Two young .

At e

.+ and a &irl came into the office to

caquire acout Slumach’s mine, the .
" he hid out for-almost six weeks.

« . . the desperate fugitive quietly

s enthusiastic, théy had - surrendered,” the papers reported. “He

- en look of anticipation in

“aoulous
iz ToRe.

_>. and they were ignorant of
they were getting into. :

.om. <. . unti summer, more Slu-

L.t ~2-s will come into this of- -
., . -ushea tones, make copious : -

hen vanish., Maybe they
. aura of glamour was associated with it.

Rumor became fact and astounding
.statements were made.

. intc tue mountains and

. Mos: probably mot.

.. . 1 people, and maybe more,

- .- ..eir lives looking for the

. whiin 2 man by the name of
_.wach is alleged to have owned be-
re .» dropped to his death on-the

- New Westminster on Jan. -

: -ne pmice officers who es- -
;0 the gallows was '

© wmach
" .-r, a relative of Raymond

olays Perry Mason in the

. -+ Gardner TV series.)

-.lar legend about this mine,
.s 't} 1z Slumach (nobody

- first same) used to bring
. o New Westminster to sell,
. sh many tried to follow him

.¢ wilder .ess above Pitt Lake,

s successful in discovering his

-aid he t-avelled secret Indian

us to get to the mine, and that he -
...3 Indian female slaves toiling for

i under pain of death.
‘nen on.Sept. .8, 18?0, there

T -

_carnate devil” as the newspapers of
. the day described him, retreated into

“jnst mine” at the head of .

- Just north of the Pitt River bridge. -~ . ’
The victim was a half-breed Kanaka, -
or Hawaiian by the name of Louis Bee, --
. and Slumach was charged with his Kill-
- ing. ’

After the illing, Slumach, “an in- -~ t on
- portion of it did show molybdenite in

the hills at the head of Pitt Lake where

had eaten nothing for several days, and

_was in a terrible state of emaciation
- and thoroughly exhausted.

“His ammunition was all gone and

" his clothing in rags, and he presented
.a very wild and weather-worn aspec "

The trial was dull. But afterwards an

Legend'states the trial judge offered .

Slumach a lighter sentence if he told. -

him the location of the mine. This is a

. “Tibel on the record of Mr. Justice
“Tyrwhitt Drake, one of the most distin-"
- guished members of the B.C. bar, who

presided at the trial.

There is no mention in the news-
paper accounts of the trial of Slumach '

"ever having gold in his possession.

The next question is, if Slumach
knew sccret Indian trails north of the.
Pitt, why didn’t he use them to make
Tis escape? It would be safe to assume
that Indian trails went somewhere, and
didn’t just die out in the bush like a

‘dead-end road. Thus, judging by the
“news story of his capture, he plainly

didn't know any.

~'here-isalso the' question of an al-

leged map drawn by a man who is
said to have accompanied Slumach’s

- son to the mine. A copy, of this map,
was a. -

the so-called ,Tackson map, was pur-

s e - e oo " e e e

l/l/w“

. story,

Writing in The Province in 1952 he

said: “We spent a month there, pros- ...

pecting every inch of the locality, and
every stream and trickle—without get-

-ting a single color of gold.

«This was barren of gold, but one

sufficient quantities to
ing it.”

Copies of this map are still being
offered for sale.’

If there is nothing to the Slumach
then the logical question to ask,

justify us stak-

is: Why is his name remembered at -

all?

Perhaps this can be answered, al- -

-though it is only 2 supposition.

There are two similar stories of ;

“ events which took place shortly be-
" fore Slumach's death on the gallows.
. One concerns Mesachie Sam, who, it

is said, murdered several men for their -

gold, and is reputed to have cached
the loot somewhere on Sumas Prairie.

In the Pemberton-Bridge River coun-

free gold, probably taken from an out-
cropping Where the Bralorne-Pioneer

-mine is now located.

_try, an Indian by the name of Hunter
Jack is said to have had great piles of .

Hunter Jack is said to have given .

potlatches at which he gave presents

.of gold.

One theory is that Slumach, Hunter

Jack and Mesachie Sam were friends, _v
and Slumach’s golden horde was a pilé . - -

of gold obtained at a Hunter Jack pot-

latch.
No matter how much evidence can

be produced to debunk the Slumach - :

story, no matter how earnestly one
tries to describe the ruggedness of the

country north of the Pitt, it is wasted

effort.

Those who have contiwcted “gold -
fever,” complicated with the Slumach -

disease, are incurable.
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By L. G. TEMPLE .
NTHUSIASTIC tourists have
been known, after a visit to
British Columbia, to say that
the province has “everything.”
Of course, local residents have
known that for years! Quite a
fcw, both among the natives, im-
migrants and Loiu‘ists, however,
hiive never heard of a B.C. pro-
toiype of the legendary “blue-
beaid,” who was hanged at New
Westiminster over 50 years ago.
}e might have been termed a
biuebeard -with improvements;
he <started by executing wives,
came to his well-deserved end
for murdering a man, and indi-
rectly was probably responsible

fact, another victim was prgb-
ably added to his score this
winter! We hasten ‘to add that
he wasn’t native to the province,

e eame from east of the Rock-
ies originally. .
(3, D HUNTERS

IGiown by the euphonious
name of “Slum,;” he prospected

; the mountains north of Pitt

Lake year after year during the

; nineties, like many other. gold
@& hunters. Unlike the majority,

for a number of men since. In|

“[this point no more heavy pack-

Colonist Mar.29'53

Jﬁdebeard ‘ of T
Or the Lost Gold 'M'in@

after a few ycars he started
coming out in the fall with gold
dust and nuggets in quantities
sufficient to spend the fallowing
winter having a high time in
Westminster and Vancouver.
Each' spring; broke, he would
again set out for the mountains
with his Indian wife; they would
go to the head of Pitt Lake by.
canog, and then take to the tall
timber. Of course, he was fre-
quently followed by. enviouys
fellow prospectors, but always
managed to elude them not far
from the lake. Back he'd come,
when the leaves began to fall,
with a poke of nice new gold,

to another winter’s celebration,|find what has come to be known

EXCESS CARGO

- However, he wasn’t as foriu-
nate with his wives; in ;[act,l
they never succeeded in sharing

the celebration; every year they|in 1903, heard about Slum's

got themselves drowned some-

where near Siwash Rock, near|and set off up Pitt Lake that

the south end of Pitt Lake. At

ing was required, and Slum

could -get the gold “back tola heavy bag, which he wouldn't!

7 N\

g

B

used for his wives for sever:i
years; he drowned him near ti:.
same old . Siwash Rock. This
time it was a case of the pitcher
going too often to the well, and
after a chase he was caught by
Constable Moresby of the I'ro-
vincial Police. In due course hc
was convicted and hanged,
about 1900; but he never told
where he used to get the gold.

SEARCH FAILED

Logically, that should havo
ended the deaths he had been
causing; but human nature
being what it is, men having
been dying ever since, trying to

as the lost Pitt. Lake Mine. The
first of a respectable list of vic-
tims was an old Yukon sour-
dough named John Jackson,
who came down from the north

continuous supply of nuggets,
spring. Months-later he crawled

into an Indian camp at the head
of the lake. With him he had

civilization easily by himself!|let out of is-. sight while the

Finally he over-reached himself

natives nursed him until he was

by applying the same technique| well enough to get out to the

to a trailing halfbreed pros-
pector that he had successfully

railroad. He went to San Fran-
cxsco, where he deposited $8, ‘00‘
in the branch of the Bank of;
DBritish North America. £
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SOLD HIS MAP . .

He wrote a friend named
.Shotwell, in Alaska, enclosing a!
-map, .and then died from the
.effects of his trip to the bon-
ianza. Sholwell sold his share
lin the map to a Seattle man,
who made  several unsuccessful
trips. In ‘Jackson’s letter to
Shotwell he said the gold was
lin handfuls, but unfortunately
;some ,0f the letter was illegible,
;and the map had been drawm
from memory, after he got
‘back, and was hard to under-
stand. At any rate, no one has!
found the gold yet, although'
isome 20 people have presumably !
been killed trying. They go into
the tangled. web of mountain
valleys north of the lake, and!
they just don’t come back. It's|
a rugged country, and there is’
a lot of it. In the mid thirtics:
another sourdough with the pic-,
turesque name of Volcanic
';Bro'wn- spent a summer there,
;and came out with feet frozen.'

‘| He .tried again the following

' season, and didn’t come back..
3His frozen . corps¢ may - lie inj

_ ithe depths of a glacier, or his

’!h]eachcd bones may be disinte-
rgrating at the bottom of somd
rcliff; there are many ways tdf
rdie in the rocky defiles and pref
jcipitous peaks of the coast
I range.

LATEST VICTIM

Recently another seeker forr
the Pitt Lake gold hasn’t come%
out. A police search was con-’
sidered; but it would be looking,
for a necdle in the \pr'overbial?

e,

haystack to find a man in those
mountain masses. No doubt the
bones of this'latest prospector :
will be uncovered, - but it isg

|doubtful if they are ever seen!

by anyone other than a roaming |
bear of wolf. No doubt some
day a new gold rush may start
into the country north of Pitt
Lake; but according to the
record piled up so far, there!
are many casier, and less dan-
gerous, ways to get rich. After’
all, if your lose out on your:
ticket on the Irish sweepstakes, !
you ‘only lost three and a half;
bucks; and you don’t have 10:
climb* a. lot of perpendicular

pleces of real estate to do it!
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= PEOPLE LOVE a my stery,
especially’ one with a pot. :

of gold at the finish: -

- Which is perhaps’ wh; " for
more than half-a century, vet-
eran and amateur prospectors
have been clawing their way up ~

craggy heights ‘and peering into

- rocky chasms above Pitt Lake,

midway between the head of
Howe Sound and the north end
.pf Harrison Lake. LT

They’ve been searchmg for a
-murderers mine. .
“It’s a rough area, one of the .

roughest in RC and some have
lost their lives, others escaped
with broken bones, and some
never seen again.-

Burt if there is =uch'a mine,-

~ then the only living man who

can safely say that “he came
within a mile of it, is quiet-
spoken ex-Game Inspector
George C. Stevenscn, who re-

tired from the Game Commis-’

sion here in Viectoria just'a few'

. months ago and hves at 1403
. Ryan Street. .

—FLASHBACK-

" But first a flashback on “the
priginal tale. .
Back in September, 1860, Slu-

" mach, an ageéd Pitt River Indian,

whose wild-eved, half damented
manner gave him almost medi.

cine man status, took exception -

{o the jesting comment of 24.
year-cld French- Canadxan half-
preed, Louis Bee.

sneered tmpper Loum as he eyed

gun-carrying Slumach that afternoon ..

on Lillooct slough. )
“Youl!” growled - Slumzich and

promptly shot Louis dead. 'Bee's. :

Wim are you going tn mn toda"""

Indian . companions scattered to the.

busi and Slumach (after dumping

Bee's body in the Pitt river) took to.
the hills. B

Although a police posse ‘a week
.Jaler came near enough to the;-
murderer to .exchange lonv-ranve«

shots, Slumach vanished.

" But despite his bush knowledge (he~
was one of the few Indians in those .-

_parts who could ‘still produce fire by

.rubbing sticks),” his age (81) .was’

against hirmn—that and the approach-:

ing winter.. So in a month or two,

raggcd and = emaciated, - food and
ammunition . gone, the white-haired .
wild man gave himself up and.was !

quickly tried and convicted.

With Slumacl’s death . old ixmers '

iound themselves comparing notes, It
scems Siumach had occasionally’
shown go]d samples — and from a
prelty rich deposit.

Then Slumach’s son (so the story-
=20es) disobeyed his father’s final wish

“when he offered to show a. white: ‘

man where the gold came from. Be

.that as it may, 1903 saw John J ackson, -

a veteran Alaskan pmspector, com.
ing out-of the hills with a heavy
poLe and a shut mouth. . Slumacls

son was never seen again. And the |

curious tpok time out to nolice that
Jackson deposited about $10,000 in

the San Fraucisco branch of the Banlc'

of British Nerth Amemc,a
QOL’) T AT

year or twe later; ]Ubt before his -

4death in Seattle, Jackson sold or gave’
a map of the claim to a’ man called
Shotwell. The original, or copies of

ir, pop ‘up from time to time; and off .
- and on for 50 years they have spurred

the seekers over. the boulder-strewn
slopes and jcefields of the upper tht.



- Some. - definitely discouraged "~ all
; attempts to follow them; and such 3 R R .
.one’was *“Voleanic” Brown, grizzied - f‘ . ‘

~old discoverer of the Volcanic mine ix
the southeast Kooténay country, )
;.. One’ night, many years ago, so -tha

i teie weiiee e Vpmep v ameat t e LaannB S

c/esave for” skilled men, - Early on the
.- way Murphy fell victim of injury and
s 'Bill McMaster * helped him - return.
“".Stevenson and: Roy McMaster went
. “ahead. - - R L
<. From the head of Pitt lake the party |
‘. went up to the headwatth__'s'_p_ﬁ_s_um_
;“Mile Creek, then across the divide to .
. Homestead glacier. "Across the mile-
- ~.and-a-half glacier they struck what
. .'trappers call Porcupine valley, and,
" - making ' théir way up to timberline, _
' started across the  seven-mile Stave

i . . . .
) story goes, Brown tucrned  up at the -
{ Xootenay _hunting lodge of four .-
Nelson business men. He was tired, - .
but after a couple of stifi rums and -
z hot meal, garrulously told how he'd
once met up with the ailing grand-

L S e

o i

‘daughter of Slumach. Volcanic, being

a bit of a herbalist, cured her. And im

This was the most the taciturn ol .

. man told anyone. Later, down at the
_coast, he visited the headwaters of

the Pitt season after season. Hae
ways brought out gold but he never -

" recorded a claim!

Once he got his toes frozen, ampu-.

" tated some of them himself, and mad2

his way out even Mi reels,

return she -;f’.axe.him\a_lqu as to the
" location of fier grandfather’s mine. -

wheré a rescue party picked him up —

There was -no clue as to where he'd
been. ‘Each year when he came out,

about “the middle of September, he =

checked” in at' the = government

“hatchery it the head of Pitt Lake.

In Septembter, 1930, he didn’t appear

. and in a month or so a search party
* went in. In it were Game Warden .

(now inspector) George Ste‘\lenso’y;t. .
provincial constable -Euge;ne (‘Spud™}
Murphy, and Roy and Bill McMaster,

experienced trappers who knew old .

Volcanie. =~ '™~

" A TOUGH TRIP

" was the foughest he ever undertook.

Recalling the trip, Stevensom, a -
wiry, bush-wise veteran of 23 ycars -
‘with the epartment, says it

.In the 27-day search Stevenson—neves

“ packing much excess weight—lost
.- 13 pounds. .

“went.in. an.abnoskdmanesibla. e g
went.in.. _ : o

e

It was early November when tihey

o

N e

K

gglggq Where the Stave TIver Is ~
. born they found Voleanic Brown's

last camp.

There was deep snow on the ground - |
and plenty in the air. At.one spot |
. they were snowbhound for five days,
" and on Homestead glacier it took ail
- of one day to make 1,200 feet. _
Under the deep snow Brown'’s camp
was found by accident. Whisky jacks
- squabbling in a snow-laden tres .
“attracted Stevenson’s attention. Yank-
--Ing the branches loose of snow he saw -
= & blackened piece of frozen bear meat

-wired to a branch. _
Probing around they discovered a
‘ collapsed pup tent, - some cooking
- utensils, a single-barreled shotgun and
- & notebook "With here re herb 7
remedies written in it. Another smali
object atiracted attention; a screw-

-~ top Wt coarse gold. Gold
that™had beedd mierédout-of a solid .
“vein, for it still bore traces of quartz
THE SOLE EINK -
Brown was mever found. Of. the
pair that found the camp, Koy
McMaster is'now dead. Which leaves
George Stevenson. sole link ~with |
-Volcanic Brown’s possible solution of .
- the lost mine. ’
. Insp. Stevenson, a family man,
hasn't -felt like pursuing the will-o™-
-the-wisp mine, being much too busy
with his governmental career — but
"he’s had some substantial offers of
backing if he ever wants to take up
where Volcanic Brown left off,

’ December 51, 1954

.

k)
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INJURED MAN -CRAWLS TO SAFETY

Tough Prospector:

" Curse .of .Lost . Cr

’ . By TOM ARDILS *

Legendary curse of the “Lost Creek Mine” was broken
Jast week when an injured prospector crawled out of the Pitt
Lake backwoods after three torture-filled days in a lonely

caoin.

The prospector, Duncan Mec-
Phaden, 68. of 436 First Street,
New Westminster, is in “fairly
good” condition at Royal Colum-
bian Hospital today. :

Fe has back and chest in-

. Junes. .

McPhaden said he was injured
Jast Tuesday wnen he tumbled
off a 20-foot ciiff while scarch-
ing for the fabulous “Lost Creek
.Mine” at the mouth of Pitt Lake.

In the past half century, the

~Semi-Conscious for 2 Days

McPhaden said he remained In
. the isolated cabin in a semi-con-
scious state for two days.
Eariy Friday he decided’ to
-.Make his vbid for aid.. :

h + ‘7 knew I would never make it

Jif 1 didn't start then,” said the
hard-nitten prospector, a former
deputy registrar at the Supreme
and County courts in New West-
minster. N

* / The nearest neigubors were at|

Wiiliams' Lodge, a summer camp
at 'he neac of Pitt Lake, six
miins away. . :
- McPhaden dragged his pain-
‘wracked body from the cabin
_and.crawled on his hands and
" knees more than 200 yards, over
rock-strewn terrain, to a rowboat

- ‘moored at the lake shore,

“1 rowed, in a fashion,” he said.
The elderly prospector finally

“Half-Breed Struck Gold

According to a mixture of fact
and legend, the “Lost -Creek
Mine” first came to lizht when

- a nalf-breed named ‘' Slummock
“marle repeated trips to the boom
§9_‘f'n of 'New Westminster in
- 1A50, :
He always brought along glit-
. tering chunks of virgin gold.
Despite his fantastic drinking
bouts and frightening revelry, he
would only mutter: “Lost Creek.”

No one ever was able to follow
Slummock to the mine. He al-
ways lost them in the maze of
. mourntains. . S

Siummock died on the gallows

- witih nis secret locked inside for
muraecring an Indian woman he

‘tors and public alike for. more]

legcnd-steepéd mine has lured 21} :
men into the Pitt Rlver mountain|,

country never to return again.

McPhaden’s torturous three-| .
day ordeal began early Tuesday | .
morning when a ledge near his|

cabin crumpled under him.

He struck his back on a huge
rock as he fell.

“It took me hours to crawl
hack to the cabin,” the white.
haired prospector recounted. "I
couldn’t walk.” * -

yards out in deep water and

began the six-mile trip to Wil |’

liams’ Lodge. -

At the summer camp, he was
quickly bundled -into a speedboat
by the proprietor, Carl Williams,
and rushed to the: Pitt Lake
f‘erry Service office) Port Coquit-
am.

There he was transferred. to|
New Westminster Exclusive Am-j’

bulance and taken to hospital.
And so McPhaden, a bachelor

who has spent the summers of

last 10-odd years in the Pitt Lake

area, escaped the curse of at

mine which has haunted prospec-

thad half a century.

The lost .mine’s last’ victim 1 -
was Fred Gaspard, 60, of Lang-|'

ley; who set out.July 20, 1950,

e

U

o —

Breaks.
ek Mine

for .the upper reaches of Pitt) .
-.reached his gas boat, moored 200 River. He was ncver seen again. |- °

Of the ﬁaany that have
searched - since Slummock Wwas

hanged by .the- King's men inj{,

1891, only one white man. an
‘American, ‘ever stumbled  back
with gold.

He told a fearsome tale of hard-
ships and a creek which lost it-
self in a mountain tunnel. Then
he sold his packload of gold for
$10,000 and dicd. )

Old prospectors say the wind
wailing across the upper reaches
of Pitt River in the winter
sounds like the phantom spirit of
Slummock, the. bad half-breed,
laughing. . = ' S
- But the wind will cry this win-

ter hocause the cursc has been
broken. v

s

took to the.site. | v
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M0 TABULOUS TALE

RLAN JAY

“
. WHEN I DIE, MY MINE DIES WITH
me — and all those who try to find it

will die also”. These were the last
words uttered by Salish Indian John
Slumach before he was executed for
murder in New Westminster, B.C,,
in 1891.

Slumach was supposed to have
discovered a gold mine in the Pitt
River area, but the secret of its loca-
tion went with him to the grave —
and 25 people have died trying to
discover the Indian’s secret.

A few weeks ago the legend of the
Slumach curse was suddenly revived
when Vancouver Film Producer
Hugh Greig announced plans to
make a television film based on the
Slumach story. He will start shoot-
ing early this June in New West-
minster and on location as near as
possible to where the Slumach mine
1s thought to be. Although the Slu-
mach curse doesn’t worry him, he
is taking no chances.

“I shan’t actually be looking for
the mine; just for a'suitable location
for filming in the general area, so
perhaps Slumach will take it easy on
me,” he says.




Tm-: SLunacH story starts in New
Westminster in 1889. British Co-
lumbia’s Royal City was a small
town and the Fraser River gold rush
was at its height.

One day Slumach, a Salish Indian,
burst into a saloon and ordered a

_round of drinks for everybody pres-
‘ent. And he paid for them with a
~handful of gord nuggets.

He was carrying a haversack pack-
ed with nuggets “the size of walnuts”
and scattered them liberally in all
directions as he painted the town
red for the next two days. When
the time came for his departure, the
town was ringed with people lying
in wait for him. “A mouse couldn’t
have got through the cordon,” says
a report in the local newspaper, “but
John_ Slumach did. And he just
vanished.” ‘

A few weeks later the Indian
reappeared in New Westminster,
again with a haversack full of nug-
gets. He again threw a party in the
saloon that went on for three days.

Then he slipped out of town and
vanished. This went on for 16
months — with the parties getting
bigger and wilder all the time.

But each time Slumach left town
to return to his mine, he took a gjrl
with him. None was ever seen again.
When the score totaled three white
girls and five Indian girls, the police
stepped into the Ficture. Slumach
told them he emploved the girls to
cook for him and mend his clothes
but paid them off when he returned
to town.

When the body of one of the
girls was found on the river bottom,
with one of Slumach’s nets wrapped
around her, Slumach told the police
that the girl had fallen overboard
from his canoe but that he hadn’t
bothered to report it. He was arrest-
ed, but released three days later be-
cause of lack of evidence.

Slumach again vanished into the
wilderness of the Pitt River area
and stayed there for six weeks. When
he returned with his customary load
of nuggets, the carousing started
again.

During the party, Slumach met
an attractive, half-Irish, half-Chinese
girl called Molly Tynan. She had ar-
rived in New Westminster while
Slumach was at ‘his mine and an-
nounced her intention of claiming
the Indian as her own personal prop-
erty despite warnings that eight

other girls had vanished trying to do
just that.

Six weeks after Molly and Slu-
mach left New Westminster for the
mine, her body was found in the
Fraser River. Sﬁe had been stabbed
to death. When he returned to
town Slumach was arrested and
questioned about her death. He
told police he had paid her off and
had last seen her heading in the
direction of Vancouver. A week
later, police released him for lack of
evidence. Once again the Indian
evaded his trackers and vanished.
But his career was coming to an end.

Slumach was hunting around Lil-
looet Slough, near the Pitt River,
when he came across a half-breed by
the name of Louis Bee. For some
rcason that remains unexplained to
this day, Slumiach shot Bee through
the chest at point-blank range, kill-
ing the half-breed instantly. He was
arrested and tried for Bee's murder
in New Westmmster in January
1891.

THROUGHOUT the trial, Slumach
refused to reveal the location of his
mine, despite inducements offered
him privately by police and citizens

- of the town. He was found guilty

and sentenced to hang. On January
16, 1891 he was taken into the vard
of the provincial jail to be executed.
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Slumach stood on the gallows
with the rope around his neck. Asked
if he had any last statement to make,
he surveyed the watching crowd, a
look of ¥\atred etched on his face.
“When 1 die, my mine dies with
me — and all those who try to find
it will die also,” he snarled in the
Chinook language. Three minutes
and 58 seconds later he was dead,
taking the secret of the location of
the mine with him to the grave.

The secret died with him. The
curse lived on.

The following ycar, a man_from
San Francisco arrived in New West-
minster, announced his intention of
finding the lost Slumach mine, and -
went into the mountains of the Pitt

" River area. He returned five months

later, a pain-wracked skcleton, and
told a story of incredible hardships.
He died of his injuries a few months
later.

IN THE YEARS since, 25 people have
died trying to locate the dead In-

- dian’s mine. Some of the bodies

were never recovered. The last victim
of the Slumach curse was Lewis E.
Hagbo of Bremerton, Washington.
He left New Westminster in the
summer of 1961 for the Pitt River
area vowing he would not return
until he had found Slumach’s gold.
He didn't return —and he didn't
find the mine. His son-in-law follow-
ed his trail and found Hagbo’s body
at the foot of the mountain. He had .
dropped dead of a heart attack.
After that, nobody showed any
inclination to brave Slumach’s curse.
But Greig’s plans to film the Slu-
mach story have revived interest in
the mine and already scveral spccu-
lative expeditions are planned.
But obtaining guides is a problem.
Although it is said that some of the
older Indians living in the arca have
a good idea of where the mine is.
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ity FRED CURTIN

A 7i-year-old ‘prospector ‘who|"

crossed a glacier and 10 miles
of wilderness in a daze after
blacking out in his remote cab-
in has survived a 12.day fight
for iiic. . :

Beraard. Rover is in fairly
goc. condition in Vancouver
Go: -ay Hospital following a
resco which was almost as un-
believable as his desperate trek
for nclp near Pilt Lake, 40
~i1as northeast of Vancouver.

“over was found last Satur-
3. oy Mike Chizh of Surrey
.a¢ Bob Milburn of Vancouv-
o ivo railroadmen who had
et oan dor a week’s vacation
‘;&o prospect in one of B.C.s
| most rugged areas.

1 A, the odds were against

‘ h ever getting out,” Chizh

fsaid. 1 feel fate or Provi-
‘Concc had a big hand in the
cereael”

Chizh said he and his partner
'decided to” spend a week pros-
{pecting seven or eight miles up

Stk 7l-year-old survives

Vickers Creek which flows into
the northeast end of Pitt Lake.
“When we landed in a clear-
ing near the creck last Satur-
day we saw a small fire burn-
ing and asked our helicopter
pilot to fly over it to see if any-
one was there.

A

Sacier erawl, 10-mile trele

“He had put on boots with
spikes to get over the glacier
and we had to cut them off him
because of the condition of his
legs. ’

“He had planned to come '
down Gurney Creek off the gla-
cier and get help at the logging

“«ie said it looked like a
lightnight strike and we went
dgfwn to put it out after he flew
off. .

“Jt was an abandoned camp
fire. Then we saw another one,
about a quarter-mile further
down the creek and went down
to put that one out.

«There we found the old man

lying under a tarp with- his legs
blown,_ up like balloons.
“He was pretty much out of
his mind but after we got some
food and tea into him he told us
he ‘had been prospecting at
Thomas Lake for the past
month,. . . L

“He said he had suffered a
stroke five days ago in his camp
and set out for help. He couldn't

remember anything else.

camp but missed his way and .-
came down Vickers Creek. )

«He was down to a few hard-
tack biscuits and a can of sand-
wich spread. He said he
wouldn’t have lasted another
day without help. '

“We packed more grub and
sleeping bags into his camp and
spent Sunday resting so he
could regain some of his
strength. He didn’t even have
a sleeping bag ‘for his trek
over the glacier.

«“We spent Monday and Tues-
day packing him up the rock
slide to our camp where 2 heli-
copter could land. - .

«Qur plane wasn't due until

—-——
(Continued on next page)
‘ See DAZED - ’
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'$..day and it was becoming ap-

Cpurent hie wouldn’t last
: long. .

. it had been raining for
.ieral days and everything

__ixing wet. He was now swol-

.. right up to the hips and

iegs.

Jezedk ?IZDT@%T@@@

rescued

T T A -
‘: BN & T
that ; L?s,t({e},i__s} e rU G

=1, when we gC° «-ore and couldn’t
| get out of the bag. ‘But they

sev-|

told us at the hospital that he
was going to make it.

was | Forest Products camp at thei . “We didn't get any prospect-

head of the lake. It was tough|ing in for ourselves but finding

' ‘ said| going. This country is strewn him was much Dbetter than.
‘water ‘was coming out of his with 40-foot boulders and

ged with jungle growth,

clog- | finding gold.
“He told us that he has lived .

“'He seemed‘to be Igdihg"back “t took us all day to get to|his life in the mountains and

11720 shock and I thought he
;g to die.

| “It was raining even harder

{Wednesday and Bob and I de-

“cided we had to go for help.
“We left him in a dry bag

was| the camp and we were not
: to do anything that night.

| Comox' Thursday morning

with some food and a fire and|the camp. .

se;.ou; at 7 a.m, for the

B.C.| .“The .old man was. soaked|die.” :

able| has prospected all the way fres
Africa to the Yukon.

‘“But .the panadian Forces| “His camp was at least 10
sent hteir helicopter over from miles from where we found

and|him and it is anybody’'s guess

we were able to take them to|how far he had walked.

“He told us he didn't want to




In address given by S/Sgt. R. HARDING, R.C.M.P., to the
.otary Club at Haney, B.C., January 29th, 1969, based on an article
published in the July, 1968 issue of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Quarterly. |

"OLD SLUMACH"

Ir callevd upon to name one of the most interesting characters

{ I have ever met, the person of 92 year old HarryList, an old friend of

» .ieny years standing, comes to nd:i;zd. We i‘irst made ea.éh other's acquaintanc'e
inv Chilliwack, B,C., where the writer served on the Chiliiwéck City Detachment
ina Harry who is a veteran of World War I still lives. I grew to know him

as an ardent cribbage player, an enthusiastic gardener and certainly one of

the most prolific story tellers imaginable, on subjects ranging from his

sxploits in World War I to his varied and colorful experiences in the

-orthern part of British Columbia and elsewhere in this Province.
It was om a recent trip to my old "stamping grounds" in Chilliwack

- that I visited Harry at the home of his daughter when my curiosity became

——

wvused by a rather unusual looking article suspended near the massive stone
" "eplace in the living room. I asked my old friend what it represented.

§ . "nat" Harry 'bold' me "was the tomahawk of '0ld Slumach'" and the f)right
.znt in his eyes tipped me off that thereby hung another tale. What

follows concerns rather ironically perhaps, another unforgettable character,

e

but for entirely different reasons and a hizarre account of the fabulous
Lost Creek gold mine.

Estimates range between 20 and 30 for the mmber of prospectors,

some seasoned and others not much more than':amateur gold hunters, who have

oeen losing their lives for over a period of sixty years in a vain attempt

w0 locate this gold mine which allegedly nestles deep 'among the treacherous

Pitt Lake mountains about 'K)‘S miles north of Vancouver, B,C.. Indian legend
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as an ardent cribbage player, .an enthusiastic gardener and certainly one of

the most prolific story tellers imaginable, on subjects ranging from his
:xploits in World War I to his varied and colorful experiences in the
~orthern part of British Columbia and elsewhere in this Province.

It was on a recent trlp to my old "stamping grounds" in Chilliwack

- that I visited Harry at ﬁhe home of his daughter when my curiosity became

swused by a rather unusual looking article suspended near the massive stone

* »eplace in the living room. I asked my old friend what it represented.

'hat" Harry told' me '"was the tomahawk of '0Old _Slumach'" and the bright
..nt in his eyes tipped me off that thereby hung another tale. What
follows concerns ré.th_er ironically perhaps, another unforgettable character,
but for entirely different reasons and a hizarre account of the fa_bulous
Lostv Creek gold mine,

Estimates range between 20 and 30 for the mumber of prospectors,

some seasoned and others not much more than':amat;eur gold hunters, who have
oeen losing the}ir lives for over a period of sixty years in a vain attempt

w0 locate this gold mine which allegedly nestles deép 'among the treacherous
Pitt Lake mountains about 35 miles north of Vancouver, B.C. Indian legend

has it that the ghost of an Indian or half breed named Slumach who+ struck

it rich by finding the mine and died on the gallows at New Westminster for
mrder on Jamary 16th, 1891, lured these unfortunate vgold seekers to disaster

and death., His curse ’ 8o the story goes, persists to this day.
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Many are the legends, chiefly of Indian origin, surrounding
Slumach and rapeated most by those incurable enthusiasts who live in
aopes of some day finding the lost Eldorado. However, irregardless of
.na authenticity of these storfies, there stand out two irrefutable facts -
one 1s that the persistence of these tales have driven many a prospector
and miner to a lonely and violent death in the wild Pitt Lake mountains
and secondly, t‘.hat the New Westminster "Daily Columbian" as well as the
“Wictoria Colonist" for January 16th, 1891 both record the hanging of
s.amach at New tﬂest:ryﬂ.nster, B.C. 'Mr. Justice Tyrwhitt Drake presided at
the trial.

The mu.rder of the half-breed Louis Bee, the prolonged search and
ultimate surrender of Slumach as well as the ensuing trial were dealt with at
some length by the "Dai]y Columbian" and an excerpt from the Tuesday evening

Sept. 9th, 1890 edition may prove of interest:

| "SHOT DEAD" |
"Louis Bee, a halfbreed, is deliberately shot and killed by an
. insane Indian named Slumach at Iillooet Slough. A terrible unpremeditated
iader was coxmrﬂ.tted yesterday afternoon at a point on Lillooet Slough, not
far from the Pitt River, and some two and a half miles above Pitt River Bridge.

4. Indian named Slu.mach, aged about sixty years, was hunting in this neighbourhood,

an. coming out of the bush, with his double~barrelled shotgun in his hand, found
several other Ind:.a.ns troutfishing on the banks of the Slough.

A half-breed named Louis Bée sauntered up to Slumach and asked him
in a casual way what he was shooting around here. Without a moment's warming,
or «ny preliminary sign of anger, Slumach instantly levelled his gun at Bee and
fired. Just before the discharge of the piece, Bee held up his hands and

begged Slumach ndt to shoot, The distance between the two men was so short

oot +ha whala shenoa antarad tha wiotimliae hnadw. dnast nnder tha richt arm nit.
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ultimate surrender of Slumach as well as the ensuing trial were dealt with at
some length by the "Daily Columbian" and an excerpt from the Tuesday evening

Sept. 9th, 1890 edition may prove of interest:

"SHOT. DEAD" i q/

"Louis Bee, a halfbreed, is deliberately shot and killed by an

- insane Indian named Slumach at Lillooet Slough. A terrible unpremeditated

Jmader was comnd.ited yesterday afternoon at a point on Lillooet Slough, not
far from the Pitt i?iver, and some two and a half miles above Pitt River Bridge.
fz. indian named Slumach, aged about sixty years, was hunting in this neighbourhood,
ani. coring out of the bush, with his double;-barrell’ed shotgun in his hand, found
several other Iﬁdians troutfishing on the banks of the Slough.

A half-breed named Louis Bée sauntered up to Slumach and asked him
in a casual way what he was shooting around here. Without a moment's warning,
or «ny preliminary sign of anger, Slumach instantly levelleci his gun at Bee and
fired. Just before the discharge of the piece, Bee held up his hands and
begged Slumach not to ‘ahoot. The distance between the two men was so short
tn:at the whole charge entered the victim's body, just under the right arm pit,
sehind the shoulder-blade. Death was instantaneous, and Bee fell ﬁi‘bhout a |

.van and lay weltering in his bldod, while his murderer coolly pmceqded to

reload his piece. N

One of the Indians who witnessed the awful deed imnediate]& fled, not'

oa.y to give the alarm, but from mo‘oives of personal safety. He describes
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the countenance of the murderer after the act was committed as resembling
that of an incarnate demon. Slumach is insane, and what he had done seemed
to have kindled all the wild disorderly fancies of madness in the maniac's
brain and 1it up his eyes with a ferocious gleam that boded no good to
anyone whom he should encounter when his gun was reloaded. Slumach slowly
retreated to the impenetrable and pathless jungle surrounding that part of
the Lillooet Slough and plunging into its goomy recesses was lost to a‘xgﬁt
and is st:.ll at large."

Subsequent editions of the "Daily Columbian" cover the Coroner's
Inquest, organization of the posse and search for Slumach including his final

arrest - (Oct. 25th, 1890) ...."Yesterday he (Slumach) sent his nephew for

the Indian Agent who went up to Pitt Lake accompanied by two Indian policemen,

and to them the despe:ate fugitive quietly surrendered. He had eaten nothing
for several days, and was in a terrible state of emaciation and thoroughly
e:;hausted. ‘His ammnition was all gone and his clothing in rags he presented -
é a very wild and weatherworn aspect ‘....lb..."

. Perusul of these particular records do not, however, include any
reference to Slumach's finding of an irmmense deposit of gold in the Pitt Lake
> country, or substantiate the account of Slumach returmng year after year

| from the wild mountain country he k:new so well with bags of virgin gold the

; size of walnuts. However the opinion of his fellow Indians concerning

’ 5lumach and his unpfedictable actions is clear - (Sept. 19th, 1890) -

| "The Indians say that Slumach has always acted strangely and at irregular
intervals wou‘l'd,wit.hdraw’ himself along into the forests e.... and remain

there for weeks, reappearing at the end of those periods of aberration looking
haggard, and more like a saﬁage beast than a human being. ]'_n spite of his

lunacy, however, the maniac never displayed any signs of hostility, nor gave

indications that his freedom was dangerous to human life ..... he is described

MRS |
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arrest - (Oct. 25th, 1890) ...."Yesterday he (Slumach) sent his nephew for

the Indian Agent who went up to Pitt Lake accompanied by two Indian policemen,
and to them the desper_ate fugitive quietly surrendered. He had eaten nothing
for several days, and was in a terrible state of émaciatiori and thoroughly
exhausted. His ammunition was all gone and his clothing in rags he presented -
a very wild and weatherworn aspect c.eceeo"
Perusul of these particular records do not, however, include any
veference to Slumach's finding of an immense deposit of gold in the Pitt Lake
country, or substantiate the account of Slumach returning year after year
from the wild mountain cbuntry he knew 8o well with bagsA of virgin gold the -
size of walnuts. However the opinion of his fellow Indians concerning
Slumach and his unpredictable actions is clear - (Sept. 19th, 1890) -
"The Indians say thé:b Slumach has always acted strangely and at irregular
intervals would withdraw himself along into the forests ..... and remain
there for weeks, reappearing at the end of thbse periods of aberration looking
haggard, and more like a safage beast than a human being. In :spite of his
lunacy, howév'er, the maniac never displayed any. signs of hostility, nor gave
ir}dications that his freedom was dangerous to human 1ife ¢.... he is described
as a very powerful man and is rather dreaded by his own Indian friends .......
Slﬁmach is looked ﬁpon by the Indians as a very wonderful person, being able
to endure the greatéét hardships without apparent inconvenience. As a hunter
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The body of one young squaw who accomparﬂ.ed the old Indian was

found floating in the Pitt Lake but the wily Slumach claimed she had accidentally'

2eisen off the raft on which they were crossing the lake. The bodies of the
others were never accounted for.

| Another story concerns Slumach's use of gold bullets which he would
often use in hunting game or disposing of his human victims. One Indian swore
that he managed to extract pieces of the precious metal from a stump in the
forest into which old Slumach had been seen to fire practice shots. Slumach .
was extremely unpopular with other Indians or half-breeds who feared his violent
temper and envied his uncanny ability to entice away their women. Nevertheless
in spite of his uncanny aptitude in eluding all his pursuers who tried to follow
his into the mountains wilderness where old Slumach always succeeded in losing
<hem in the maze of 'canyons and cliffs, he finally met his Nemesis at the hands
of the law which was brought about by his killing another Indian named Louis

sse on the lower Pitt River.

i

Another Indian tale goes that after Slumach was arrested, several |
‘.;.scml‘mlous officials tried to pressure him into revealing his secret in the
nope of having his hanging commted to a life sentence. There is nothing to
sapporﬁ such a charge although the egnimatic old Indian's reply in the Chinook
. aage to queries regarding his mine's location was terse and to the point -
WikA MEZMLOOSE ---- MINE MEMLOOSE" (When I die - mine dies). Some witnesses
to 3lumach's ﬁ“anging said he kept mute to the end regarding his source of wealth,
Incians however say he whispered his secret to his son who visited him in his |
ceath cell and gave him adequate information to guide him to the rich creek of
g0l | |

Expeditidns' into the Pitt country to rediscover the mine heve been
cuite nﬁmerous bus uéually met with devastating results, One of the ear]iiekst

involved a California miner named John Jackson who appeared in New Westminster,




i

temper and envied his uncanny ability to entice away their women. Nevertheless

in soite of his uncanny aptitude in eluding all his pursuers who tried to follow

his into the mountains wilderness where old Slumach always succeeded in losing

<hem in the maze of 'canyons and cliffs, he finally met his Nemesis at the hands

of the law which was brought about by his killing another Indian named Louis

see on the lower P.i.,tt River,
Another Indian tale goes that after Slumach was arrested, several

‘_-,scmxlmlous officials tried to pressure him into revealing his secret in the

nope of having his hanging commted to a life sentence. There is nc')thing to

supporﬁ such a charge although fhe egnimatic old Indian's reply in the Chinook

. aage to queries regarding his mine's location was terse and to the point -

{7« MEMLOOSE ---- MINE MEMLOOSE" (When I die - mine dies). Some witnesses

to Slumacb's hanging said he kept mute to the end regarding his source of ‘wealth‘.‘

Indians however say he whispered his secret to his son who visited him in his |

Ceath cell and gave him adequate information to guide him to the rich creek of

5

gold.

anaeditions:into the Pitt country to rediscover the mine have been
quite nﬁmrous but usually met with devastating results, One of the earliest
involved a California miner named John Jackson who appeared in New VWestminster,
5. DOt long after Slumacl.'s death. He had apparently picked up infonﬁaﬁon
J7 talking to Indians and after familiarizing himself with maps of 1:.he area,
aiked into the mountains. The story is that Jackson did in fact find gold -
about $10,000 worth of it - but he returned a broken man from his privations
cnd returned to California to die. On his deathbed he wrote a letter to a
riend and aitachéd a map of the Pitt Lake area, giving the location of the
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goid mine he had found. The letter and map allegedly written by Jackson
tums up per'j.odically in the hands of new searchers for the hidden lode and
inspires new attempts to pinpoint the mine's location. Partnership have
been formed and financial backing given other enterprising efforts to relocate the
site of Slumach's Ilost Creek gold wdne with similarly disappointing results.
The 1e‘génd regarding the ghost of old Slumach haunting the mountains
25 well as the actua.l e:x:lstenée of the mine itself has been ridiculed by B.C.
mining authorities, but in spite of this the rumours and expedi‘bioﬁs persist,
Not too many years ago some adventurous Vancouver newspapermen did
in fact succeed in finding their way into the wild Pitt country guided by an
“acian named Ibmmr Williams and staked what was believed to be the fabulous

"0st Creek mine of Slumach. It appeared that Chief Coyuitlam William, aged
10¢ and still alive at that time had known Slumach ani in fact the Chief had
been taken by Slumach's son to the site of the lost lode after the father's
death, ‘hief Coquitlam in turn had taken his son Tommy Williams to the scene.
The newsmen and their guide were dropped on the west shore of Pitt Lake by an
Associated Taxi aircraft and found the going grim and exhausting right from
‘the time they first placed foot ashore.

However after endxﬂng considerable hardship and have pointed out
"¢ -iem wnat the guide affirmed was the location, their claim was staked on a
.arge yellow cedar which; according to Williams, was directly above the creek
whose black silt, the deposit of many centuries, concealed gold nuggets in
abundance, Unfortunately about 20 - 30 feet of hard packed snow in freezing
~amperatures precluded further exploration taking place. The participants did
plan a retum trip when the snows melted ‘in‘sumner but whether the search was
resumed and with what Tesults is not known. N

Through the years has come the scanty information that the golden
creek is to be located ona;v about 20 miles from the head of Pitt Lake and that

-~ «a - e a = . ~e



10¢ and still alive at that time had known Slumach ani in fact the Chief had
been taken by Slumach's son to the site of the lost lode ai‘ﬁer the father's
death. _hief Coquitlam in turn had taken his son Tommy Williams to the scene.
The newsmen and their guide were dropped on the west shore of Pitt Lake by
Associated Taxi aircraft and found the going grim and exhausting right from
'the time they first placed foot ashore.

However a.fter enduﬁ.ng considerable hardship and have pointed out
~: ~iem wnat the guide affirmed was the location, their claim was staked on a

.rge yellow cedar which; according to Williams, was directly above the creek

whose black silt, the deposit of many centuries, concealed gold muggets in
abundance. Unfortunately about 20 - 30 feet of hard packed snow in freezing
~emperatures precluded further exploration taking place. The participants did
plan a retum trip when the snows melted 'in’s\mmer but whether the search was
resumed and/with what results is not known. |

Through the years has come the scanty information that the golden
creek is to be located only about 20 miles from the head of Pitt Lake and that
saree peaks tower as sentinels over a canyon through which a creek flows and
2% a position where the creek suddenly disappears into the ground, ‘;he gold is
to be found.
The Lost Creek mine is death to the white men, so says the Indian

legend, but those who have followed the dangerous route into the mountains

—~
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fields further up the Fraser River. Once again they point out that legend
“has it that the indian Sﬂlnmach’ died on the gallows for the mirder of an

on the lower Pitt River.

‘ing of gold fever and rebirth of interest in the lost mine has been a

"vphenomenon for many years, no matter how stfqngly have been the sceptics' -
‘man who might dare to tear a.way the veil which shrouds his secret.

~ have a story all of i’o's own and be able to refute the scoffera of the

': legend? It :!.s actually a combination peace pipe and weapon combined and

‘of the type which was traded by the Hudson's Bay Company during the 1880's

‘of it's own role in the murder of the unfortunate India women is of course

::’and S\II'V:LVed say that the fabled mine needs no guardian ghost of Slumach or -
cmf other to ward off would-~be forb\me hunters. The savage forces of
~_:.nature - treacherous snow covered canyons, freezing temperami'es, leaping

2 Boili.ng streams, precipitous momitain sides and seasonal heavy rains make

f’la terrj.fy:mg country where a misplaced step can be an invitaﬁ.on to sudden |
i:death. As to Slumach's possession .of gold - if this was true at all say

the experts and critics, it would be gold that the killer Indian found on il
j_the bodies of miners he likely murdered in their cabins on the Lillooet gold

Indian named Louis Bee who got the worst of it in an argument which occurred R

Fact or ﬁ.ction, synonymous with the arrival of spring the awaken- }

‘:“-efforts to dispute the Slumach legend and the curse he left over the wh:i.te

On the .other hand could an old tomahawk, if it could only speak,

with the Indians. What could it tell of Slumach's lust for gold, perhaps

| pure speculation. However that it was once owned by Slumach there is little

doubt for present as an official witness at the hanging of Slumach on
Ja.mxary 16th, 1891.’ for the murder of Louis Bee was the attending plwsician

Dr. R.I. Bentley of New Westminster, B,C. He came into direct possession o |

of the tomahawk which Slumach relinquished to his captors follom.ng h.is

e ot
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‘on_the lower Pitt River.

Fact or fiction, synonymous with the arrival of spring the awak A~ -

ing of gold fever and rebirth of interest in the lost mine has been a |
;phenomemxon for many years, no matter how strang]y have been the sceptics!. |
“efforts to dispute the Slumach 1egend and the curse he left over the white
‘man vho might dare to tear away the veil which shrouds his secret. ‘
On the other hand could an old tomshavk, if it could only speak,
‘have a story all of it's own and be able to refute the scoffers of the e
legend‘?' It 1s actually a combination peace pipe and weapon combined and
‘of the type which was tra;ied by the Hudson's Bay Company during the 1880'31'
with the Indians. What' could it tell of Slumach's lust for gold, perhaps
"of it's own role in the murder of the unfortunate Indiam women is of course
pure specﬁl‘at.ion., However that it was once owned by Slumach there is little
‘doubt for present as an official witness at the hanging of Slumach on |
January 16th, 1891 for the murder of Louis Bee was the attenchng plvsic:.an |
Dr. R.I. Bentley of New Westminster, B.C. He came into direct possessi.on
of the tomahawk which Slﬁmach relinquished to his captors follom.ng his - |
.-_.’arrest, passing it along to his daghter, the vﬁfe of Harry Iist, now

-deceased, who in mm gave it to her grandson Gerry Armstrong at

‘Chilliwack, B.C., prov:i.ding a tangible Link with one of the most o
fcolorml and mgrossing stories in the histozy of B.C. Did the nﬂ.ne exlst at
jall except in fantaay or is it stdll . wa:l.‘b:lng to be re-discovured in- the

—~

- lonely and “ild sevssnes
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Pitt Lake country? Some vehemently asserf the mine's existence and
Harry lList is one of them.

These of course are hgumting question’s wh:j.ch may never be
ansvered but one thing is certain - they will continue to be asked for
many years to come. Meanwhile the story of the curse of Old Slumach
the murdering Indian and his Lost Creek gold mine must rank with other
tales of hidden treasure and pirate gold which arouses and challenges

the adventurous spirit of both the young and the young in heart.
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ixth Street, New Westminster, B.C., P.O. Box 730 | LAkeview 1-2622 Columbl axn -

THE NEW WESTMINSTER COLUMBIAN
THE BURNABY COLUMBIAN
TiiE SURREY COLUMBIAN
THE COQUITLAM COLUMBIAN

23 April, 1970

3
|
§

D. E. Waite
#4 - 11692 Pine Street
Haney, B.C.

S G S i R e

Dear Mr. Waite

Re your letter of April 18:

I am sorry, but our files on the Pitt Lake lost gold mine and
014 Slumach are not complete as yet.

The material in those files is not available for release to
the public. If you would like to come in to our offlces any
week day from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m., I would be pleased to let
you look through what information we have and make notes.

May I also suggest that you get in touch with the Reference
Department of the New Westminster Branch of the Public Lib-
rary. Mr. Alan Woodland is the head of that department.

Yours faithfully

et LT K"‘LV—/

Jufith M Root (Miss)
Librarian /41
THE COLUMBIAN

A JMR/kb

ECOLUMBIANC().LTD./PUBLISHERSIPRINTERS[LITHOGRAPHEBS



Clie Pancouver Sun f | The Province

EVENINGS MORNINGS

THE PRESS LIBRARY | éﬁ»

2250 Granville Street
Vancouver 9, British Columbia

May 20, 1970.

Mr. D.5, Jaite,

#4, 11692 Pine Stre- t,

ilaple Ridge, B.C,

Dear Mr., Waite,

I enclose some Xerox copies of clippings from our files on
Lost Creek liine. The service charge is 25 cents per Xerox
page, .

The rest of the material seems to he missing from our files.
In that case, we would have to take photostat copies of our
microfilm, for which the charge is 50 cents per paze., The
reproduction is rather poor. May'f sugrest that you go to
the Vancouver Public Library to read throuszh the articles to
see 1f they are what you want? I believe they have a print-out

service there. Our Livrary 1s not og 1 Lo the public,

VA
I hope this will be of somq{help td you.
e’ Yours sincerely,

Agsistant Librarian

DIVISION OF PACIFIC PRESS LIMITED
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'WESTERN DISTRICT (No. 6). ‘A 175

e
«(2.) During the present severe depression and in spite of the neeessity for reducing costs
o8 minimum, Mr. Browning has so managed the work that the community at Britannia Beach
has been supported so effectually that there has been no reduction in the number of families in
the community. ’
’ “(3.) Mr. Browning has always been an active and consistent supporter of our Institute,
of its British Columbia Division, of community life at Britannia, and of all things tending to
promote {he welfare of our industry and of our country.” : . '

INDIAN RIVER SECTION.

This is an old prospected section at the head of Indian river, which empt'ies into the head -
of the North arm of Burrard inlet. At one time there was a fine trail from the mouth of the
river {hrough to Squamish, but. 1 judge that the Indian River end of it is badly out of repair
after many years of disuse. From the summit, at 2,200 feet elevation, to Squamish the trail’
has been kept passable by S. A. Habrich, of Squamish, who bas a group of claims at the head
of Indian river. i
) This is a group of five Crown-granted claims—Ethel, Rose, Irish Molly, Lucky
Belle. Jack, and Jenny—owned by s¢ A. Habrich, of Squamish. The following
) notes are taken from . M. Brewer’s report in the 1917 Annual Report :—
. There is a cabin on the claims at 2,150 feet elevation on the Indian River slope. The
mincerals, pyrite and chalcopyrite, are found in sheared zones in onec of the belts included in the
(Coast Range granodiorite similar to the Britannia belt. About 150 feet above the cabin there
Iy an outcrop of fair chalcopyrite ore about 10 fect wide. A tuunel has been started GO feet
jower than this and driven 100 feet toward intersecting its downward extension, but is not yet
far enough to reach its objective. -There are several such surface ore-exposures, on an east-west
course, in a distance of about 850 feet. Ome of these shows a width of 25 fect for a length of .
50 feet well mineralized with chalcopyrite. Other outcrops arc mentioned occurring in different
places and altogether give the impression that the property has copper possibilities. )
This group, owned by Robt. Mungall. of Vancouver, ig situated on the west
Bulliondale. side of the head of Indian river, adioining the Bellc groun, and is reached

by trail from Squamish. The following is taken from W. M. Brewer's report

in the 1917 Annual Report :— i

The formation is probably the continuation of the shear-zone from the Belle, or a parallel
one. There is an extensive outcrop on the Lady of the Lake claim, of disseminated pyrite with
gome chalcopyrite, at about 600 feet above the main trail. At the head of a gulch which isa
small tributary of Mungall creck, at 800 feet above the trail, a tunnel has been driven 100 feet
on a S. 75° W. (mag.) bearing, which crosscuts three bodies of low-grade copper ore. Only
the apex of the first body is exposed near the portal of the tunnel. The second body comes in
at about 60 feet from the portal and shows a width of about 10 feet, on which a short drift was
driven south. A sample across the face of the drift gave only low values in gold, silver, and
copper. A third body was cut near the face and the tunnel still in it showing low-grade ore.

NEW WESTMINSTER MINING DIVISION. .

This Division is comprised of the drainage area of the Fraser river to near Ilope, on the
north side including the Pitt, Stave, and Harrison lakes areas and on thé south to the Inter-
national boundary. ) ’

Rcfcrcnccs.——Barkoola, 1930; Blue Leud, 1930: Cox claims, 1928; Dandy (Ma;)ﬂowcr).
1930; Faith (Silver Chief Mining Company, Limited), 1923, 19303 Harrison Gold Mining and
Development Company, Limited, Bulletin No. 1, 1932; AMoncy Spinner, 19303 Alountain Goat,
Bulletin No. 1, 1932; Pitt Mining Company, Limited, 1030; Sleese Creck Mining and Develop-
went Company, Limited, 1920; Wissola and zenith, 1929, ’ ‘ :

s This group consists of eleven Crown-granted claims and fractions, situated on

Lucky Four. the summit of the Cheam rangc, from 5,000 to 6,000 feet clevation, which lies

) - north of the Chilliwack river. The claims are reached by trail from Cheam

_ View, a station on the Canadian National Railway, via wahleach (Jones) lake and up Wahleach
creck. They were staked about 1915 and the following year purchased by A. 1L Sperry and
1. F. White, of Seattle, Wash., In 1917 some diamond-drilling was done, proving the continua-
tion of the orc-zone ‘underncath the glacier toward the summit. Later prospecting on the
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south slope of the range discovered copper-croppings and a camp was built about 1,200 feet

down from {he summit,

. From old reports I gather that the important mincral is chalcopyrite contained in a zone of
metamorphosed argillites lying in the granodiorite country-rock. The chalcopyrite is carried in
‘a network of quartz veins in altered argillite. The mincral-belt cvidc_ntly extends through the
mountain, as open-cuts and stripping on the south slope have exposed some very promising show-
ings of chalcopyrite. One such showing is described by W. M. Brewer in the 1918 Annual Report
as an open-cut 20 feet wide, with a depth of 10 feet in the face in good-grade chalcopyrite,

~ A sample across the full width gave assay returns of a trace of gold, 2 oz. silver per ton, and

7.0 per cent. copper. The surface showings are sni(l to compare favourably with the Anyox and
Britannia showings. :

It was proposed to make the plopcrty accessible from the Chilliwack Rher trail by a
branch trail up Ford creek to Granite creek and up Granite creek to the camp, but nothing has
been done on the property since about 1918. : '

This is an old group, mentioned in the 1918 Annual Report, situated about
Stave River. 6 miles north-westerly from the head of Stave lake. The mineralization con-
sists of molybdenite’described by Brewer as occurring scattered through a
belt or zone of sheared granite and varying in width from 15 to 75 feet. The general run of
the ore would be low grade so far as indicated, but not enough work had been done to show
whether or not lenses of higher grade might he expecied or a possibility of a sufficient tonnage
of milling-grade ore to justify a concentrator. This may possibly be the same belt on which
the Cox claims are located, up from the head of Pitt lake, on which there are showings of molyb-
denite. These showings are mentioned for the reason that before the depression there were
inquiries from British steel-manufacturers for molybdenum or molybdenum prospects, and no
doubt the metal will again be in demand when normal conditions return.
‘1 have had several inquiries about this old property; therefore the following
Empress. deseription: The group consisted originally of four Crown-granted claims—
Empress Nos. 1 to j—situated east of Agassiz, opposite Scabird island, and
about half a mile by road from Cunningham’s ranch to the old camp. In 191516 iive car-loads
of ore were shipped totalling 200 tons, which netted about $40 per ton at that time. This was
obtained mainly from an open-cut a short distance up the hill above the old blacksmith-shop.
The ore mined from the higher showings was let down to the foot of the hill on a cableway and

- lmuled on double-enders to the main road.

The minerals are chalcopyrite and iron sulphides occurring in metamorphosed hmestone

along a granodiorite-limestone contact. The altered limestone, garnetite and epidote, varies

from 10 to 30 feet in width and contains masses of sulphides mainly chalcopyrite. The

remainder of the zonc is very sparsely mineralized; that is, nothing that would indicate possi-

bilities of milling-ore.. The sulphide-masses have apparently occurred on or near the surface,
as none of the further underground work shows any signs of ore. Judging by the width mined
out in places, the original ore-exposures must have been exceptionally attractive, but they
proved both shallow and short. :

The contact strikes north-south directly into the hill and the upper workings are therefore
straight up the hill from the lower cut and tunnel. The old trail is obliterated and the work-
ings very obscure. The lower works consist of a large open-cut and a 60-foot tunnel. The
tunnel had to swing to the right near the face to cut the contact, which is here shown to be
about 12 fect wide but carrying no mineral.

At the upper ivorkingé, at 1,000 fect clevation and about 500 feet higher than the lower cut,
three tunnels were driven within a vertical distance of 75 feet. The highest one was driven
125 feet on what proved to be a small belt of garnetite paralleling the main contact a few feet
to the right, At 80 feet in from the portal later work opened up the main contact-belt to a
width of 30 feet. A tunnel 10 feet lower was driven under this ore-body and the ore stoped out.
About 50 feet lower another tunnel was driven a short distance along the contact, showing
no ore.

The recurrence of ore-bodies could be expected along the contact, but it would probably cost

more to find them than they would be worth, unless some electrical-prospectmg method could
be used.
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. The company has purchased five Chemox mine-rescue machines, five Burrell
all-service masks, and two Wolf safety-lamps. Suitable mine-rescue stations are being
prepared, and teams are to be trained in the use of the apparatus.

PITT LAKE (49° 122° S.W.).*

The Standard group comprises four recorded mineral claims held by

standard.  E. A. Richardson and associates, of Pitt Meadows. It is situated on

the west shore of Pitt Lake, about 15 miles above Pitt River bridge.

The workings are 400 to 600. feet above the lake on a steep, rocky hillside, and consist

of a short crosscut and drift, a shallow shaft, and several open-cuts. These expose

several narrow, parallel, quartz-filled and mineralized fractures cutting quartz diorite.

. One of these veins is traceable almost continuously for 250 feet, with a strike of north

16091 25 degrees east; the dip is vertical to 70 degrees north-westward. The width is 2 to

| a7 , 12 inches. A parallel vein about 30 feet east of the first is traceable for a length of
S 80 feet, with a width of 2 to 4 inches.

The most abundant metallic mineral present in the veins is pyrite, although in
places considerable galena and chalcopyrite occur as well.

Typical samples of mineralized vein-matter assayed from 0.17 to 1.80 oz. of gold
per ton and 1 to 8 oz. of silver per ton across widths of 2 to 12 inches. Samples of
vein-quartz in which no sulphides were apparent contained negligible values.

During the summer of 1947 some work was done in extending both the shaft
and adit. :

FICTSTR N

SKAGIT RIVER (49° 121° S.E.).

. Invermay Annex.—Ore shipped to Trail smelter: 4 tons. Net contents: Silver,
156 oz.; lead, 281 Ib.; zinc, 592 1b.

TEXADA ISLAND (49° 124° N.W.).t
Gold-Copper. E . .
Company office, 711 Yorkshire Building, Vancouver. H. T. James,
‘ Little Billie president; C. E. Gordon Brown, manager. The company is developing
i ’ (Va'(‘:a“d: ';'4""“9 the Little Billie mine near Vananda on Texada Island. During 1947
. 0., Ltd.) the shaft was sunk 170 feet to the 600 level. Development on the
various levels was as follows: 280 level, 126 feet of drifting; 480 level,
141 feet of drifting and 238 feet of raising; 600 level, 297 feet of drifting and 42 feet
of raising. The drifting was to open up the ore-bodies and for the purpose of
establishing advantageous diamond-drill stations. Diamond-drilling totalled 3,187 feet
underground and 1,272 feet from the surface on the adjacent Cornell ground.

The ore occurs as irregular replacement bodies along a diorite-limestone contact.
Development has now progressed to the stage where construction of a mill is under
consideration. ‘ ' '

The new power-house, containing a 375-horsepower Fairbanks-Morse diesel engine
and 312-kva. 2,200-volt C.G.E. generator and a 180-horsepower Petters diesel engine
driving a 700-c.f.m. Sullivan compressor, 500-c.f.m. Belles Morcom compressor, and a
100-)10;’sepower International stand-by unit, was put into service during the year.

An average of thirty men were employed throughout the year.

[Reference: Minister of Mines, B.C., Ann. Rept., 1944, pp. 162-174.]

* By J. M. Cummings.
t By F. J. Hemsworth.
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A few prospectors had been exploring the mountains in the vicinity of the headwaters of
the ITomathko river, hut had left that section shortly before my visit and were then prospecting
in the Taseko section, in the Clinton Mining Division.

In the Klinaklini River section Samuel Caldwell, of the lemaldmi telegraph-station, g
vetemn prospector and discoverer of the hrematite-iron ore on Chromium creek, was away during
my visit and the result of his trip I bave not yet learned.

" JuMp CREEK SECTION.

Jump creek is one of the tributaries of the Nanaimo river, which is often referred to as
the South fork of the Nanaimo river. The stream drains a rugged mounlamous section between
the Nanaimo river and Cowichan lake.

The Jump Creek section is of considerable extent and from a metal-mining point of view
should be quite an attractive ficld for prospectors, as samples of the ore found in that section
all show good gold and silver values. The section was described in the Annual Report for 1922
and there have not heen a2ny very notable changes since.

Development-work has heen’carried on during 1923 on the Silver Leaf and prospeciing has
been done to a considerable extent in the mountains at the headwaters of the tributarics of
Jump creek. During 1923 I was unable to visit the section.

PILACER-MINING.

For the past several years prospecting has been done for placer around Cape Sutil and
the Nahwitti river, at the north-west end of Vancouver island, but up to the present time no
results of a commercial character have been produced.

For several years past the settlers around Fisherman cove, Cape Scott, and the Nahwitti
river have been securing some placer gold, which is found associated with black sand on the
beaches along the shore-line.

During 1921 ten placer leases were granted for aveas in Townships 23, 24, 25, and 19, near
Cape Sutil, and others applied for were tor areas in the vicinity of Fisherman cove.

There were sixteen placer-mining leases issued altogether, bhut to-day there are only eight
of these leases in good standing, and there has been no product from any of them that could
be considered of a commercial character,

. NEW WESTMINSTER MINING DIVISION.

During 1923 mining in the New Westminster Mining Division bhas been confined to the
reopening of the copper-sulphide deposit on I’itt lake formerly known as the Golden Ears, but
renamed the Viking group a few years ago. <Considerable prospecting has also been done in the
vicinity of the head of Chilliwack lake, as well as on Nasakwateh (locally called Middle) ereck,
Pierce mountain, in what may be termed the Chilliwack River section.

The Lucky F'our was fully described in the Annual Report for 1918, also for 1919, and uas
only the annual assessment-work has been done since it is unnecessary here to repeat these
reports,

This group was examined by myself in 1923. The property, originally known

Viking Group. as the Golden Eurs group, is now owned by the Viking Mining' Company,

Limited, and was prospected to n considerable extent about 1908, but work

was suspended until 1915, when the Viking Mining Company, now non-existent, erected an acrial
tramway from the mine to 2 bunker on Pitt lake.

A small shipment made to the Tacoma smelter in June, 1914, of 2 tons showed: Gold, trace;
silver, 5,46 oz. to the ton; copper, 11.39 per cent,

Another small shipment of 10 tons in July, 1014, showed: Gold, trace; sllver, 470 oz, to
the ton; copper, 10.27 per cent.

Another small shipment made in 1914 of 9 tons showed: Gold, trace; silver, 4.38 oz. to
the ton; copper, 9.62 per cent.

During 1916, I am informed a shipment of 162 tons was made to the Tacoma smelter, which-
assayed: Gold, 0.02 oz.; silver, 2.5 oz to the tou; copper, 4.1 per cent.

The more recent history of this property is the organization in 1921 of the Pitt Mining
Company, Limited, by William Henry Woolley ¢t al., all of Vancouver, with a capital of $250.,000,
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The registered office of. the company (W, II. Woolley, president) is 25 Hastings Street East,
Vancouver. .

Geology.—The Viking group of mineral claims is situated in the Coast Range granodiorite
bathbolith in a shear-zone where there has been apparently shearing and fissuring.

Orc-deposits.—The strike of the fissuring is nearly east (mag.), with the dip about S0°
towards the south. There are apparently at least two mineral-bearing veins on the Viking.
These veins are filled principally with quartz, cale-spar, some kaolin, and breecciated wall-rock,
which vein-filling forms the gangue of the ore-body that is mineralized with pyrrhotite, pyrite,
chalcopyrite, a little covellile, and occasionally some sphalerite.

These veins are enclosed within granodiorite walls on the surface, but in the underground .

workings an igneous dyke occurs about 880 feet from the portal of the main (or No. 1) adit,
which apparently forms the foot-wall of the main (or No. 1) vein. Easterly from the portal of
the No. 1 adit, at a point about 300 feet from the portal, a fault-zone is encountered.

Devclopment-wwork.—The development-work on the Viling consists of the main (or No. 1)
drift-adit, about 550 feet long, with short crosscuts from it; an upraise from the floor of the
main adit to the surface, 180 feet high, with two short drifts—the lower one 90 feet above the
floor of the adit and the other 43 feet higher. Small stopes have been opened on the 43-foot
level, on the 90-foot level, and at two points in the main adit,

In addition, development cousists of ore-bunkers, one on Pitt lake with a capacity of 400
tons being increased to GO0 tons,’and one near the portal of the main adit with a capacity of
100 tons; also an aerial-tram right-of-way cleared to counnect the bunker on the shore with
mine-workings.

Ore Tonnage.—It can be estimated that there is already blocked out on the Fiking group
approximately 16,000 tons of ore, but this estimuate is only a rough one and subject to revision
when actual mining operations are carried out. The quantity would be greatly increased if

“the ore is found to be continuous beyond the present face of the main adit, where the height

above the adit increases practically a foot for every foot advanced underground, owing ‘to the

' precipitous contour of the mountain in which the drift is being driven. In the estimated tonnage

given no allowance has been made for the maintenance of the continuity of the ore below the
level of the main adit.

Conclusions.—After as careful an examination as time permitted of the Viking group,
I formed the opinion that, judging frow the ore exposed in the underground workings in
conjunction with the promising possibilities, the property possesses very many attractive features
and is well worth further development,

This company owns the Dolly Varden group of eight claims situated near the

Silver Chief mouth of Dolly Varden creck, emptying into Chilliwack lake. The group is

Mining Co. reached from Chilliwack by wagon-road to Hipkoe's ranch, about 15 miles from

Chilliwack. From that point to the outlet of Chilliwack lake is a distance

of 30 miles over a fairly good horse-trail. From the outlet of Chilliwack lake to the head of

the lake is about 7 miles, and from there to the mine-workings is about half a mile. The group
is very close to the International Boundary.

In the vicinity of the Dolly Varden group the country-rock is granodiorite, and where the
mining-work has been done there occurs a shear-zone apparently about 20 feet in width in the
granodiorite in which are found gash-veins filled principally with quartz and with the lines of
strike trending towards north-east. '

The mineralization is noticeable at a point between the Dolly Varden Xo. 1 and Dolly Varden
No. 2 in a shear-zone in which appears to be an upper and lower vein, with about 1S feet of
country-rock between, considerably fissured, A third vein extends between the upper and lower
veins and apparently forms a connecting-link between them. "T'wo veins, each about G inches
wide, have been followed by open-cut work for a distance of 55 feet in length.

Samples—Light samples were taken during my examination on October 5th last. Sample
No. 1 represents the quartz vein in an open-cut drift on the Dolly Varden No. 1, which assayed:
Gold, 0.04 oz.; sllver, 44 oz. to the ton; copper, 1.8 per cent. Sample No. 2, taken in the floor
of the same open-cut, assayed: Gold, trace; silver, S oz. to the ton; copper, nil. Sample No. 3,
taken across 8 inches of quartz veln, same open-cut as Nos. 1 and 2 were taken, assayed: Gold,
0.12 oz.; silver, 1 oz. to the ton; copper, nil. Sample No. 4, taken across 8 inches of same vein,
assayed; Gold, trace; silver, 1.2 oz. to the ton; copper, nil.  Sample No. 5, across 8 inches of
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Devclopment-work.—1The development-work consists of four adits and a series of open-cuts,
ds follows: Open-cut ahout SO feet long by about 12 feet wide, at an elevation about 1,200 feet
ahove sea-level; No. 1 adit, 54 feet long, at an elevation of about 1,175 feet; No. 2 adit, 152
feot long, at an elevation of about 1,130 feet; No. 3 adit, 220 feet long, at an elevation of about
075 feet; No. 4 adit, 40 feet Jong, at an elevation of about 100 feet and overlooking the beach,
fhe adits are :tll planned with the intention of cutting the ore-body exposed in the open-cut
at the various levels, but the No. 2 adit is the only one in which the attempt has suceceded ; all
of the others are driven in country-rock. The No. 4 adit is a most ambitious project, as it will

" he necessary to drive more than 3,000 feet to reach a point where it could possibly intersect the

ore-body exposed in the open-cut and No. 2 adit, at an elevation of about 1,600 feet above the
jevel of the No. 4 adit. ' . . : .

) There are six mineral claims in the Jolley group, which are known as the
Jolley Group. Perfcclion, Don, Jolley, Copper Prince, Ililltop, and 1lillside, situated on a
tributary of Baramba creek and adjoining the Barambde group on the north.

The property is owned by Ilarry and C. Jolley and was being worked at the time the writer
examined it (September 23vd, 1917) by Geo. A. MclLeod and R. . Marvin, of Vancouver, under
a bond and lease. The property is at an clevation of about 1.900 feet and is reached by following
a good switchback trail up the mountain-side from the Third Chance claim of the Baramba group.
Gceology—'There appears to have been very much disturbance of the rock formation on the
Jolley group, and several wide igneous dykes with porphyritic structure have intruded into a
zone of metamorphosed sedimentaries, very much sheared, fractured, and fissured, which have
a banded or gneissoid structure. Erosion has caused the formation of decp gorges or gulches
in the mountain-side and has left peaks with very precipitous slopes. The occurrences of copper
ore are found in close proximity to the igneous dykes, and the mineralized zone appears to be of
considerable width, but sufficient work had not been done {o permit of réhching any definite
conclusions as to the extent of the ore-bodies. " Apparently there are two distinct ore-bodies,

one occurring on the Don claim, the other on the Perfection claim, but further work may

" demonstrate that there is a connection between them. The ore-bodics may be considered as

belonging to the shear-zone type. ) ) .
Mineralization—The work so far done shows that the mineralization is a combination of
maghetite, iron pyrite, chaleopyrite, and a little bornite in a gangue made up of a graphitic
metamorphosed rock, with some epidote, caleite, and apparently some feldspar. The average
grade of the ore-bodies is low, and suggests that concentration will be necessary in order to obtain
a commercial product. i Co . .
Devclopment-work.—The development-work consists of a short adit driven at an elevation
of about 1,900 feet above sea-level at the head of a gulch on the Don mineral claim, also another
short adit driven at an elevation of about 1,700 feet on the Perfection mineral claini. .
~ Samples from both of these workings were taken by the writer. The sample from the Don
adit is a grab from the dump; this assayed: Gold, trace; silver, 0.5 oz.; copper, 2 per cent.;
iron, 22 per cent. The sample from- the Perfection adit is an average across 3 feet in the face
of the adit, and assayed: Gold, trace; silver, trace; copper, 2.6 per cent. ' ’

NEW WESTMINSTER MINING DIVISION.

Owing to the demands on the writer's time in other sections of the Western Mineral Survey
Distriet, he was unable to devote as much attention to the New Westminster Mining Division
during the season of 1017 as he would have liked to have done. The examinations of tiiineral
claims made in the Division were confined to two examinations of the Impress group of mineral
claims and an examination of the clay-deposits on Blue mountain, near Whonnock Station, on
the Canadian Pacific Railway. Late in the season an attempt was made to examine a deposit
of molybdenite near Cheam View Station, on the Canadian Northern Pacific Railway, but snow-

storms prevented this..

Another discovery of molybdenite was reported by T, B, Iicks, of St. Ilmo, on the Canadian’
Northern Pacific Railway. 7This is located about seven miles east of Agasslz Statlon, on the

Canadian Pacific Railway, and about one mile and a half from the railway, and would have
been examined by the writer at the same time as he wroposed to examine the discovery reported

near Cheam View Station, but owing to the severe storms at the time he had to abandon both

- examinations until the coming spring.
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ITorse Shoe, Anzac, Pay Roll, Monarch, ‘a.n,d Steel Trust Groups.—These groups of minera]

claims, containing in all twenty-four claims, are owned by Paul Briant and assoclates, of Van-
couver. The groups are situated near the head of Pitt lake, about ten miles from the lake, and
were prospected to a considerable extent during 1917 by the owners. The locations were not

brought to the attention of the writer until in November, 1917, when it was too late in the season -
to attempt to make an examination, so it was postponed until 1918 by arrangement with Mr,

Briant, who informed the writer -that the minemls found on the property consisted of copper,
molybdenite, magnetite, and hematite ores.

Lucky Four and Lucky Jack Groups.—These two groups contain in all seventeen mineral
claims, situated at an elevation of about 4,000 feet above sea-level, near Jones lake, to the: east
of Cheam View Station, on the Canadian Northern Pacific Railway, and about ten miles from

~ the railway. As the writer found that these groups are recorded in the Yale Mining Division

in the Central Mineral Survey District, although it is a question as to whether the locations are
-in that Division or in the New Westminster Mining Division, he did not visit the property, but
_is reliably informed that considerable prospecting-w om was done \\ ith diamond-drills during the
past season, with very satisfactory results.
; This group of mineral claims is situated about four miles northerly from
Empress Group. Agassiz Station, on tl}e Canadian Pacific Railway, which is seventy miles cast
. from Vancouver. There are five elaims in the group, four of which are Crown-
grﬁmtcd; the fifth one was staked during 1916. The Crown-granted claims, known as Empress
Nos. 1, 2, 8, and 4, are amongst the oldest locations in the Mining Division and were partially
devdopéd in 1897 and 1898, since which time until last year but very little work had been done.

The claim not Crown-granted is called LEmpress No 5. The property is owned by B:nclay and -

Alex. Bonthrone, of Vancouver.

Geology.—Agassiz is virtually at the bead of the Fraser delta, its elevatlon being only 54 feet
above sea-level. ‘The elevation of the highest outeroppings of ore on the Empress group of
mineral claims is about 800 feet above sea-level. The prevailing rocks are the granites of the

Coast Range batholith, but on the Empress group there occurs a belt of limestone which contacts

with the granite, and the ore-bodies are developed at that contact. The limestone is very erratic
in the extent of the tongues or wedges in which it occuvs, as well as along its strike and din,
and, as the ore does mot appear to occur except at the immediate contact, the extent of the
deposits is also very erratie.

Mincralization.—The minerals occurring in the contact deposits are ChlGﬂ) chalcopyrite, with
some bornite, associated with magnetite, iron pyrite, and with variable quantities of molybdenite,
ina gangue-of garnetite, limestone, and feldspar, the latte1 being usually decomposed and altered
to kaolin.

"Under the supermtendence of C. M. M.cDonald the following work has been done since
September, 1916: Construction of a jig-back aerial tramway 1,100 feet long connecting the No. 1
adit with the wagon-road; about one mile of wagon-road and trail from the main wagon-road;
extension of the No. 2 adit, at an elevation of about 200 feet above the valley; sinking winze
8 feet deep and making drive 18 fect long in the No. 1 adit, at an elevation of 550 feet above
the valley; making open-cuts on an outcrop about oO feet above the No. 3 adit and mining ore
from the cuts; building an ore-shoot 3 feet wide, 22 feet long, to connect the open-cuts with the
portal of the No. 3 adit; driving the No. 2 adit GO feet long and connecting it with the east drive
in the No. 1 adit by an upraise 80 feet in height, ‘ v

In the construction of the road and trail it was the intention to build a good wagon-road
the whole distance between the main road to Agassiz and the mine-workings, but about an eighth
of a mile from the latter point a rocky side-hill that skirted a swamp intervened and work on
the road was stopped, but a trail was built across the swamp. This is construected with corduroy
where necessary, but is not sufliciently substautlal for hauling hea\) loads of ore over, except
when sleighing Is good.

Two adits or tunnels were driven several years ago, one called No. 3 or Bonthrone adit, at
an elevation of about 200 feet above the valley, the other called No. 1 adit, at an elevation of
about 350 feet above the No~3. There is no evidlence, so far as the writer could see, to suggest

~any connection between the ore-outerops on these two levels., Iunches of chalcopyrite ave cut
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~ WESTERN DISTRICT (No. 6). A 313

crosscut from the surface and a drift on the mineralized silica-belt when intersected. The
length of the crosscut tunnel would depend on the depth desired below the croppings. This
work could be done cheaply in this formation.

NEW WESTMINSTER MINING DIVISION.

This Division comprises the drainage area of the Traser river from Point Grey to near Hope,
therefore including the areas of Pitt, Stave, and Harrison lakes; and to the International
boundary on the south side of the Fraser.

While there has been considerable prospecting throughout this Division, the number of
claims recorded has fallen away below the abnormal record of 1929, but about equal to 1928.
The number of assessments, however, for 1930 exceeds even that of 1929, as is the case in several
of the Divisions of this district.

Prrt LAKE SECTION.

This company was incorporated in June, 1929, with a capitalization of
$250,000, divided into 250,000 shares of $1 cach. The head office of the
company is at 535 Georgia Street West, Vancouver. The holdings consist of
eight Crown-granted and nine claims held by assessment, situated on the east
side of Pitt lake near the south end and idéally located for mining and milling operations and
for shim}ing.

The minerals occurring are pyrite, pyrrhotite, and chalcopyrite in a gangue of quartz and
caleite in two shear-zones, called the *“ North™ and “ South ” veins, in the granodiorite country-
rock. The South vein has had very little work done on it. The North vein has been opened up
by a 550-foot arift-tunnel and a raise of 180 feet through to the surface, from which two short
levels have been opened. There appears to be ample available ore above the main level to
supply a T5-ton concentrator for some considerable time. Thorough sampling gives average
values of : Gold, $1.20 a ton; silver, $2.40 a ton; and copper 3.9 per cent,

T'or the past two years construction-work and plant-installation has bean carried on until
at the present time the property is one of the best-equipped small properties in the Province.
An hydro-clectric plant has been installed, using water from high lakes, which have been dammed
for water-conservation, furnishing a head of 650 feet through a ld-inch pipe to a 36-iuch Teilou
wheel, developing 300 horse-power. A G00-cubic-foot compressor at the mine is driven by a
100-horse-power, 220-volt, Westinghouse motor. A full equipment of cars, rails, machines, drill-
sharpeners, blacksmith’s outfit, etc., has also been provided. The concentrator building has been
erected and conpected by surface tramway with the mine. The concentrating machinery of the
Iron Mask mill has been purchased and is now in the concentrator ready for setting up. The
flotation concentrates will be conveyed to the filter plant and storage-bins on the beach through
a 2-inch pipe, and loaded for shipping by a travelling-belt. The foundations for the beach unit
are now being built.

Operations have been somewhat retarded this year by the general financial conditions, but
the affairs of the company, both operating and financial, have been well handled by the manage-
ment under the direction of W. H. Woolley. It is hoped that a pending deal will supply th
necessary funds to put the property on a producing basis in the near future. - .
This group of sixteen claims, owned by J. W. Johnson, 424 Ninth Street East,
North Vancouver, is situated on the east side of Pitt lake, near the mouth of
Scott creek. The property includes the old AMaple Leaf group of four claims
owned by Wagner Dros,, who drove a tunnel about 70 feet on a vein in the granodiorite country-
rock. There is a little chalcopyrite showing near the mouth of the tunnel, but nothing of an
encouraging size. For the past two years Mr, Johnson has done an appreciable amount of
surface prospecting and development-work with encouraging results.

The minerals are pyrite and chalcopyrite, which occur in dykes or veins of n fine-grained
feldspathic rock up to 20 feet wide. An open-cut across 90 feet on one of these at 900 feet
clevation shows 18 inches of good chalcopyrite, with the remainder milling-grade ore. A cross-
cut tunnel has been driven 52 feet toward gaining a depth of 50 feet on this cropping, but its
objective has not been reached yet. There is a comfortable cabin on the lake-shore and the
three men interested in the property are doing good work.

Pitt Mining
Co., Ltd.

Katanga.
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"WESTERN DISTRICT (No. G). - A 323
_The following assays show the values contained in the ore:— ) : ’
Clalm. ‘ s?thillllyivl:ld. Gold. Silver. | Copper. Lead. Zine.
Feet. Oz. Oz. Per Cent. | Per Cent. | Per Cent.
(aledonia... 3 Trace 0.6 i
Caledonia... ] Trace 19.0 3.2 .
Cascade, grab sample. 0.04 0.2 0.5 ——
CaseadCunnn e 30 Trace 16.0 3.2 10.0
'ascade, from No. 3A cut.. 10 Trace 12.0 23 1.0 5.0
Cascade, from No. 1 cut..... 4 Trace 12.2, 2.0 0.8 10.0
¢axcade, from No, 1n cut.. 2.6 Trace 6.5 0.5 Trace 3.0

This group contains the Silver Leaf and Mountain Ash, owned by the Silver

Silver Leaf.  Leaf Syndicate, of Duncan. It is located near the headwaters of Jump creek,

a tributary of the Nanaimo river, and is reached by a good pack-horse trail
from the mouth of Cotronwood creck, a tributary of Cowichan lake. The group was fully
described in the Amiual Report for 1922, and although counsiderable development-work has been
done since that time, the conditions have not been materially changed since then.

The transportation facilities have not been improved very 1auch since 1922, and this section,
In which there are several other mineral claims in good standing, is still badly handicapped.
Iails have been laid on the Canadian National Railway along the northerly shore of Cowichan
lake, which will be eventually the logical way for shipping the ore. .

Other Prospccts.—On the Vancouver Island section there are short stretches along the coast-
line where the coal-measures have been croded off and the Vancouver volcanics are exposed, and
quite a little prospecting-work has been done in the vicinity of Rock, Elk, and Humpback bays
on the shore of Johnstone strait. None of these prospects have been developed to a suflicient
extent to warrant the expression of any definite opinion as to their future possibilities.

This group, containing the Lucky Jim, Lucky John, and Marjoric claims, is

Lucky Jim. situated on Adams river, which emptics into Johnstone sirait about 15 miles

acith-westeily from Suyward settlement near the mouth of Salmon river.
It was fully described in the Annual Report for 1918, when it was owned by Alex. and Walter
McKay, of Vancouver. The group has not been examined since that time because until recently
uo work other than annual assessment-work had been done. ’

Further prospecting and some development work was done during 1926, when the property
was submitted to the Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company of Canada. After an exami-
nation by theé company’s engineers an option was taken and a contract has been let for further
prospecting by diamond-drilling and development-work to be done during 1927. 'This action by
the Consolidated Company is well worthy of notice, because it marks a new departure by that
company in acquiring interests in practically undeveloped prospects.

NEW WESTMINSTER MINING DIVISION,

This Division is situated north of and adjoining the International boundavy. On December
31st, 1926, there were approximately 240 un-Crown-granted mineral claims in good standing and
a large number of Crown-granted mineral claims in good standing in this Division. There were
no mines from which shipments of ore were made during the past year. The development-work
was chiefly confined to suflicient to enable owners to record the annual assessment-work.

The sections of the Division which appear to have been the most popular among the pros-
Pectors were the mountains in the vicinity of Pitt lake and river; Chilliwack lake and river;
and in the Cheam range in the neighbourhood of the Lucky I'our group, near the head of
Wahleach (Jones) lake and creck; also to the south of the Chilliwack river on Pierce mountain ;
Canyon creek and Slesse creck near the International boundary,

. Several days were occupied about the middle of October in making an

Maple Leaf. ¢xamination of this group, which contains the Copper Queen, Maple Lcaf,

Empress, and Wayside, owned by Carl and Frank J. Wagner, of ‘Lyndon,

Washington, who were working on the ground at the time the examination was made. This

Properiy is situated on the easterly side of Ditt lake, riear the liead, and is reached from the

town of New Westminster via Coquitlam, with a launch from that point up the Pitt river and
‘tke to the mouth of Scott creek. ‘

S ol R it |

|




e

E

5 e S e S w3 o o SR S 8 S i R 1 et 5553 b S e

REPIORT OF TIE MINISTER OF MINES, 1926,

s A 324
.. 'The country-rock in this section is chiefly made up of greenstone and granodiorite.  On the

Maple Leaf group there §s a fairly well-defined contact hetween these rocks, with a wide sheared
zone in the greenstone, in which between the shearing-planes there oceur narrow seams or veins
of lenticular structure filled with pyrrhotite, pyrite, and a little chalcopyrite.

Development consists of an adit 67 feet long driven in the face of a precipitous mountain
along the strike of the shear-zone in an easterly direction. The face of the mountain is so
steep here that backs of about 400 feet vertical height will be gained in a short distance horizon-
tally. In addition to the drift-adit there arc several open-cuts and some stripping on the
mountain-side above the adit. . .

‘In the following table of assays the first three samples were taken by the writer and the
last three were taken by Mr. Elenbass, an interested party, who was on the ground at the same

A ey

time.
Location. Gold. Silver, Copper. Zine,
Oz - Oz Per Cent. Per Cent.
1. From a small dump from orc taken out near the . o
face of the adit . PASRIUTOUUEUCUnnY IOV ISR 2.0 Trace
2. ¥rom the right-hand side of the a&dit, about 12
feet from the face, a grab sample from a shot
° placed during the examination.....a] e f e 0.8 Trace
3. From the face of the adit on the north side......f = coeee ™| eeeeee 0.2 Trace
4. From the right side in the adit 12 feet from |-
. the FAGC...oomeiieeeececeeeecaenenenens : ol e 2.0 Trace
5. From the left side of the adit at the face............ Trace 1.3 1.2 Trace
6. From an open-cut in the surface 50 feet above [ :
...... 1.0 Trace

R YLTI V1 3 U URSOIUTOPORORRRNS

The examination was made during the time that Provincial Police were searching for
Doc. Brown, who had been lost while prospecting amongst the glaciers northerly from tre
head of Pitt Lake. .. ’
St This company is the recorded owner of the Viking group, originally known as
Pitt Mining Co., the Golden Ears group, which was examined and reported on in the Annual
Lid. Report for 1923. The work that has been done since that examination has
. . : ) not materially changed the conditions and operations were suspended almost
entirely during 1926. During the carly spring of 1927 it is reported that a new company has
been formed, capitalized with $230,000, to take over and operate the property, and it is proposed
by the new company to start on the construction of a concentrating-mill with a capacity of
50 tons a day in the near future.
This group, which was formerly known as the Dolly Varden group, containing
Silver Chief. ecight claims, is situated near the mouth of Dolly Varden creek, which emptics
into Chilliwack lake at the south end. It is owned by the Silver Chief .\”'l‘lill;:
Company and was examined and described fully in the Annual Report for 1923. Since that
report was made the company has been engaged for a considerable proportion of the time in
assisting to build a wagon-road to connect the north end of Chilliwack lake with Sardis, near
the town of Chilliwack. Assistance was also given by the Mines Department to build this road.
The company took in machinery consisting of a compressor plant, water-wheel, and dyname
in the late fall of 1925, which, excepting the compressor plant, was lost by fire during the spring
of 1026. The dynamo and water-wheel (turbine), GO horse-power, were replaced during the
s fall of 1926, and development-work on the mine continued by driving a crosscut adit to intersect
the vein described in the repoit for 1923, which it is expected will be accomplished in a distance
of about 50 or GO feet from the entrance. i

. During the spring of 1926 a sample shipment of 1,080 1b. of ore was made to the smelter,
net returns being $92; the values being almost entirely in silver. '

This group was fully described in the Annual Report for 1019, and althounzh
it has been rumoured several times that Sperry & White, of Seattle, the
] recorded owners, had negotiated a sale to one or other of the big companics.
there is no evidence up to date, so far as operations at the mine are concerned, of such negotii

Lucky Four.
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L aseription. a4
& : » LILLOOKT VALLEY SECTION. a4 0
qhis section of the New Westminster Division is referred to under & separate heading :
i apuse of the fact that it was examined by C. E. Cairnes, of the Geological Survey of Canada, [

3 :1=:ri||;: the field secason of 1925, and the geology and mineralogy are desceribed in detail in papers ”} i !
o Lyitten by Dr. Cairnes and published in the Canadign Mining Jowrnal for February 18th and I§ =
1 St . i j
the Lillooct valley as deseribed by Dr. Cairnes extends from the Canadian Pacific Railway ’%

i At Agassiz in a north-westerly direction to the extreme headwaters of the upper Lillooet river, . ‘ i
. H Jhout 20 miles northi-westerly from the DPacific Great Tastern Railway crossing near the head ool
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’ of upper Lillooet lake, a distance of :mproximntol,\' 110 miles, but it is only the south-easterly . A
: portion from Agussiz to Green Lake, on the I'acifle Great Fastern Railway, that s included in i
£ the Western Mineral Survey District (No. 6). : i
A i The interesting feature with regard to this section is that the casterly boundary nearly
i i coincides with the contact between the granodiorite batholith of the Coast range and the older
i .
" N altered sedimentaries of the Interior plateau, while the entire Mining Division is included within
?" 5_ the Coast range, and consequently should be one of the most attractive fields for prospectors in
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WESTERN DISTRICT (No. 6). . C 389

Assistance was granted by the Department of Mines toward putting a trail from the beach

(hrough this property and to the Britain River Mining Company’s showings, not only to help out

. (hese, but to make the whole belt more accessible for prospecting.
This company was incorporated in October, 1928, with a capitalization of
pacific Copper $1,000,000, divided into 4,000,000 shares of 25 cents cach. 'The holdings con-

Mines, Ltd.  sist of two old Crown-granted lots of land, No. 353 containing 320 acres and

354 containing 40 acres, granted to Alexander Donaldson in 1877. 'The
remainder of thirty-six full claims and three fractional claims were staked in 1928 around the
old Crown grant. The original land was the property of the IIowe Mining Company, registered
In Pritish Columbia in 1877. .

The claims are situated at the head of Salmon arm, at an clevation of about 4,500 feet and
about 2% miles from tide-water. I have not examined the property yet, but I gathered from
old reports that the minerals are chalcopyrite and high-grade copper carrying good silver values
in quartz veins up to 214 feet wide in Coast Range granodiorite. The only “definite work men-
(oned is a crosscut tunnel 30 feet long, which cut a vein, showing it to be nearly 4 feet wide
at that point. No widths of ore sampled are given in any of the old reports and recent stock
advertising matter, though giving a number of high assays, are equally obscure regarding the
widths of any of the ore. ‘One is left to conclude that there may not be any appreciable, width
or Jength of ore and that the samples should probably be called specimens.

The property no doubt is a fair prospect, requiring a trail, equipment, and much develop-
ment before it can be classed as a possible shipper.

NEW WESTMINSTER MINING DIVISION.

This Division comprises the drainage area of the Iraser river; on the north from Point
Grey to near Iope, which includes the areas of Pitt, Stave, and Harrison lakes; and on the
south to the International boundary-line.

Renewed interest is obviously being taken in mining in fhis Division, as 127 claims were
staked this year, against 85 last, and 127 assessments done, compared with 84 in 1927. Pros-
pecting seems to have been general throughout the whole Division.

Pirt LAKE SECTION.
(Se¢ 1527 Annuai Neport.) This company was incorporated in June, 1921.

Pitt Lake with its head office at 25 Hastings Street West, Vancouver, with a capitaliza-

Mining Co. tion of $250,000, divided into 250,000 shares of $1 par value. The company’s
property consists of the old Viking group of cight Crown-granted mineral
claims, situated on the cast side of Pitt lake, about 15 miles from Coquitlam. There is-launch
service three times a“week from New YWestminster to the head of the lake, calling at the Pitt
Mines' Landing as necessary. The claims are staked from the beach up the hill, with a lower
tunnel at 630 feet ‘elevation, to which a wagon-rond has been built from the beach. The
situation is perfect fd\r,\cheap mining and shipping; a scow or boat can be loaded at the
company’s landing and unloaded at the Tacoma smelter. . R

There are two veins occupying shears in the granodiorite country-rock. Only one of these
has been explored to any extent, the north vein, on which the lower tunnel has been driven and
a raise from a point 270 feet from the portal through.to the surface. Two levels have been
opened up from the raise, one at 00 feet and the other at 135 feet above the tunnel, each
showing a good width of milling-ore. At the lower level the ore-shoot is about 150 feet long and
stoping can be started on this level on milling-grade ore. The average values from several
hundred samples are: Gold, $12 to the ton; silver, $2.40 to the ton; copper, 3.9 per cent.

The work for 1928 has been confined to surface construction. Two hundred thousand feet
of lumber was sawed at the camp on contract and utilized for the construction of several
buildings—an office; a combined compressor, machine-shop, concentrator, and crusher building;
ore-bunkers at the mill and mine, ete. The concentrator is designed to treat 75 tons cvery
twenty-four hours, with plenty of crushing capacity, so that enlargement can easily be made
in the future. A Pelton wheel has been purchased which will furnish 280 horse-power under an
effeetive head of G630 feet and the survey has been made for a hydraulic electric plant.

I understand that a recent issue of stock has placed the finances of the company in good
condition, and it is stated by the management that the mill machinery will be installed at once
and the plant xeady for operation early the coming suminer. .
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C 390 : REPORT OF TIHE MINISTER OF MINES, 1928.

. A discovery of a new ore-body has been announced, but its importance has not as yet been
proven. ’

Under the management of W. II. Wooley, the affairs of the company are apparently being
efliciently handled. o

Altogether there are twenty-one claims staked in a block of three claims wide

Cox Claims. and seven claims long and owned by Marcus Cox, of Vancouver. They are

situated 5 miles up Canyon creck, from its confluence with Pitt river at a

point 9 miles up the valley at the head of Pitt lake. There is a good wagon-road for 4% miles

up the valley to within half a mile of the Dominion Government hatchery; this half-mile was

washed out some years ago and never rebuilt. The main trail extends on up the Pitt valley, on

the east side of the river, for 20 miles beyond the hatchery. Assistance was procured from the

Department of Mines toward improving the 5 miles of trail up Canyon creek to the cabin on
the claims. ' . .

The mineral-bdaring formation is a wide belt, 4,000 fcet or more, of light-coloured, pyritized
feldspathic rock, schistose in places, enclosed in the Coast Range granodiorite. The mincrals are
pyrite and molybdenum, occurring both separately and in combination in small quartz veins,
which strike in all directions, and also in small veinlets of pure sulphides. Chalcopyrite is econ-

" spicuous by its absence. So far as exposed, there is not enough molybdenum to indicate the

probability of commercial quantities. A sample taken of mineralized quartz exposed on.the bank
of Canyon creek by a short tunnel and some open-cutting gave: Gold, a trace; silver, a trace;
molybdenum, 0.85 per cent. On a small tributary creek about a quarter of a mile from the main
creck a sample was taken from a number of small pyritized quartz-seams, giving: Gold, §t to
the ton; silver, 0.4 oz. to the ton; molybdenum, 0.16 per cent. A sample of solid pyrite assayed
only a trace in gold and silver. -

Further prospecting on this belt might discover more encouraging showings than so far
exposed. I am informed that an English company using molybdenum is willing to explore the
property.
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C 398 ) REPORT OF THE MINISTER OF MINES, 1929.

was diamond-drilled by the Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company two years ago. The
reader is therefore referred to the 1928 Annual Report, page 387. L :
Astra.—This group of eleven claims is situated on the north side of the DBrandywine and ig
owned by Messrs. Falconer and Price, who have done considerable work on it.
Venus—Eleven claims constitute this group, which adjoin the Astra group on the north
side. It is owned by Dan MeceKinnon, who brought in some promising-looking ore this year.
Brandywine and Blue J ack.—These groups are also on the Brandywine river and are owned
respectively by W. Barclay, of Maguire, and partners, and A. E. Snow, of Vancouver. These
properties adjoin the Astre group on the south and were described in the 1927 Annual Report.
Golden King.—'This group of eight claims is situated 10 miles up Ashloo creek, a tributary
of the Squamish river. I understand that further work was done on this property this year by
the owners. (See the 1925 Annual Report.) :

NEW WESTMINSTER MINING 'DIVISION.

This Division comprises the drainage area of the Traser river on the north side from Point
Grey to near Hope, which includes the areas of Pitt, Stave, and Harrison lakes, and on the south
side to the International boundary. . ) '

There has been a remarkable increase in mining interest in this Division during the imstt
two years and especially during 1929. Two years ago only eighty-five claims were staked and

eighty-four assessments done; this year there were 4928 claims staked and 148 assessments.

Several reverted Crown-granted claims were leased this year. The majority of the staking was
done around Pitt lake, where 158 claims were recorded, while in the vicinity of Harrison lake
there were fifty-eight claims recorded, and about eighty-five up the Chilliwack riyer, including
Pierce mountain, Sleese creek, and Chilliwack lake.

PrrT LAKE SECTION.

(S¢e the 1927 and 1928 Annual Reports.) This company was incorporated in

Pitt Mining  June, 1921, with a capitalization of $250,000, divided into 250,000 shares of $1

Co., Ltd. each. The company’s office is at 511 Randall Building, 535 George Strect,

Yancouver. The property, consisting of eight Crown-granted mineral claims,

is situated on the east side near the south end of Pitt lake and ideally located for operation and
shipping. ) : : :

The mineralization consists of prrite, pyrrhotite, and chalcopyrite in a breccia ganguc of

granite, calcite, and quartz in a shear-zone in the granodiorite country-rock.

There are two such veins, the “mnorth » and “south,” the latter having only a little work

done on it. The tunnel on the north vein has been driven 550 feet, a raise of 180 feet put

through to the surface, and two short levels opened up from the raise. The average of several

hundred samples gives $1.20 in goid to the ton, $2.40 in silver to the ton, and 3.9 per cent..

copper. (Due to a typographical error the gold assay was printed in the Annual Report for
1928 as $12 a ton.) There appears to be plenty of ore available from the main level and the
intermediates to supply a 75-ton mill for a considerable time. :

It was expected to have the property in production this year, but difficulties encountered in
the construction and installation of the hydro-electric plant has retarded the work. Jonstruction-
work has occupied practically the whole season, with the exception that underground work was
started late in the year. The hydro-clectric plant was completed, a G00-cubic-foot compressor
installed at the mine, concentrator puilding put.up, and it only remains to set the concentrator
machinery, which T understand has been purchased and partially delivered. ’

The hydro-electric plant is a very creditable piece of work. A small dam was built at the
foot of a lake, a flume constracted for 550 feet, 1,470 feet of 14- to 12-inch extra heavy wood
pipe laid to a 36-inch DPelton wheel, giving a head of 630 feet.: The Delton wheel is direct-
connected to a 312k.v.a., G.1, generator running at 600 r.p.m. "The unit will develop 300 horse-
power. The compressor is belt-Ariven by a 100-horse-power, 290.volt Westinghouse motor.

A full mine equipment of cars, rails, machines, drill-shavpener, blacksmith outfit, ete. has
been provided. From twenty to thirty men have been employed during the summer. The work
and finances of this compimy have been -competently handled by the management undet w. L
Wooley, There is every rcason to expect the property to make a profitable producer.
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WESTERN DISTRICT (No. 6).

This group of sixteen claims is situated on the east side of Pitt lake near the

Katanga. moyth of Scott creck. They are owned by F. W. Johnson, 42+ Ninth Street

East, North Vancouver. The property includes the old Maple Leaf group of
four claims owned by Wagner Dros., who drove a tunnel about 70 feet on a feldspathic vein in
the granodiorite country-rock. There is a little chalcopyrite showing at the mouth of the tunnel
and a few feet in, and also in an open-cut above, but nothing of an encouraging size.

This year F. W. Johnson discovered several promising copper-showings and did some work
towards opening them up a little. The minerals, pyrite and chalcopyrite, are contained in
dykes or veins of a fine-grained, feldspathie rock up to 20 feet in width. One of these showings
at 925 feet elevation had an open-cut put across it, showing about 20 fect of milling-grade ore.
On the foot-wall there is about 18 inches of fairly clean chalcopyrite, the remainder consisting
of small veins, bunches, and disseminated chalcopyrite; altogether it is a promising surface
showing. This could be crosscut from the gulch below for further depth or traced down the hill
and drifted on.

At 1,500 feet elevation another similar “vein” was exposed by open-cutting, but did not
show as promising a copper content. I am informed that other copper-croppings were found .
later on the opposite side of Scott creek. ’ ) . ) .

Altogether a very creditable amount of work was done on these prospects this season and
the results have been very encouraging. o : ‘

(Sce the 1928 Annual Report.) There are twenfy-one claims on this belt,

Cox Molybdenum in which are small veinlets of molybdenité and molybdenite-bearing quartz.

Claims. The formation is a wide “belt, 4,000 feet or more, of light—coloux‘e(l{ pyritized

feldspathic rock, schistose in places, contained in the granodiorite of the Coast

range. Noi envugh molybdcenite has heen exposed at any place to call for nmch'work, but the

many croppings show it to be widely distributed and makes the Dbelt worth systematic
prospecting. o o S

The property is reached from the head of Pitt lake to within half a mile of the Dominion
hatchery, from there 5 miles to Canyon creek and 5 miles of trail up the creek. ‘

HarrisoN LAKE SECTION.

This is an old mining section that has had some very interesting showings not only con-
tiguous to the lake, but farther north on ¥ire mountain and along the old Cariboo road up the
Lillooet river. That there has been a pronounced revival of interest in this section is evidenced
by the fact that over ninety mineral claims have been staked this scason north of the Fraser river
in the Chehalis and Harrison Lake areas. Several old properties are under investigation as well,

The Fire Mountain trail, reconditioned this year by the Department of Mines, gives access
to a large area, attractive for its free-gold quartz possibilities. . .

The nickel and other mineral shoswings on the Hope side of the Coast range have resulted
in considerable prospecting east from Harrison lake. -

Trrhis group of twelve claims is situated along the Canadian Pacific Railway | _
F.EW. near Harrison Mills. It is a restaking of an old group adjoining the Crown-
granted claim.Fairpla»y. The owners are Frank 1. Woodside, of Vancouver,
and associates. Some years ago a long tunnel was driven on some copper-showings occurring
in an igneous formation. The mouth of this tunnel has been covered in grading for a road

above it. : :

This year a short tunnel was run from the level of the Canadian Pacific Railway track and
a shaft sunk about 20 feet at the end of the tunnel on a small stringer showing a little zine,
but carrying no gold or silver values. It is the intention to clean out and examine the old.
tunnel in the expectation of finding ore indications worth exploration. } o
This company was incorporated in April, 1929, with a capitalization of
Harrison Gold $500,000, divided into 1,000,000 shares at 50 cents each, Its office is at 590
Mining and Develop- Richards Street, vancouver. The property is the Providence, on the west
ment Co., Ltd,  side of IHarrison lake, about 28 miles up from Ilarrison Ilot Springs. It is
an old property, having had considerable work done on it in 1898 and 1899,
from which 330 tons of ore was shipped, averaging about $34 a ton. There are four tunnels and
considerable open-cutting. “The main tunnel was driven about 5675 feet, with crosscuts both
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ways from it, following a pyritized feldspathic vein-filling, but apparently encountering no ore
of importance as there are no indications of stoping. A shaft has evidently been sunk to some
depth near the mouth of the tunnel and there must have been a considerable plant on the beach
here at one time. -

Farther around on the beach toward the cabin two other tunnels about GO feet long \‘vere
driven on separate parallel veins of ribbon or banded bluish quartz carrying pyrite and, in
places, gold valucs. A shaft, said to be over 100 feet deep, was sunk on the south one of the
two veins just mentioned, a short distance back from the beach. A short tunnel just above the
cabin and south of the shaft was also driven on this vein. The dumps from the shaft and the
two short tunnels on the peach show vein-matter, but no ore of any account. .

I followed the old trail for some distance up the hill, but it seemed to branech in all direc-
tions and without a guide who knew the property I found nothing up the hill. I understand

. that the company.is undertaking some prospecting farther up the hill along the main vein.

CHILLIWACK SECTION.

For the purposes of this report this section includes that area south of the Fraser river,
cast of Chilliwack to the summit of the Coast range, just west of Hope, cn the Canadian Pacific

"Railway, and east-of Chilliwack lake at the International boundary.

There has been a great deal of staking throughout this section this year. Along the Chilli-
wack river and tributaries, mainly Sleese-creek, and in the vicinity of Chilliwack lake, about
ninety claims were recorded this year. A number were also staked in the Cheam range and

- around Jones lake.

The only area examined this year was the Sleese Creek basin. This is ,reached -by auto-
road from Chilliwack, 12 miles to the * packers’ camp » on the Chilliwack river. From here
supplies are packed into and bullion brought out from the property of the Boundary-Red
Mountain Mines, situated at an elevation of 4,900 feet and south of the Internitional boundary.
Trom the * packers’ camp” the trail follows the Chillivvack river through to Chilliwack lake,
a distance of over 20 miles; at 7 miles the Sleese Creek trail turns off and from tnere is & miies
to the Boundary-Red Mountain Mines power-house in the Sleese Creek basin. This trail was
originally built to take in machinery to the Lonec Jack mine on the United States side of the
boundary.

The Boundary-Red Mountain Mines property is at present being worked under lease by five
men, who have been operating it for the past two or three years with a crew of about fifteen
men and making good wages. It is free-milling gold ore extending a limited depth, when
sulphides are encountered. X understand that a tunnel driven several years ago about 900 feet
below the upper workings cut 4 feet of sulphides carrying good values. Transportation, how-
ever, has so far prohibited any operation except for free-milling gold. There are now about
fifty claims in good standing in the basin on the British Columbia side.

This company was incorporated in June, 1929, with its head office at 1109

Sleese Creek Hornby Street, Yancouver. The capitalization is $100,000, divided into 1,000
Mining and Develop- shares of $100 cach. The property consists of sixteen claims situated about

ment Co., Ltd. half a mile off the main Sleese Creek trail, turning off up the hill a short

distance after crossing the bridge at Lentz’s cabin. The predominating for-
mation is granodiorite and diorite in which occur small pyritized quartz veins carrying gold
values. The cabin is at 2,400 feet elevation and a short distance up Canyon creck an old
tunnel was driven 50 fect into the bank with the object of cutting the vein supposedly exposed in
the bluffs above. At 2,47 feet elevation a mew tunnel has been driven 90 feet on a bearing of
N. 22° W. (mag.), from which a crosscut will be driven into the hill to intersect the vein
which presumably strikes north-south, the same as the general formation. The vein in the
bluffs was supposed to be exposed in an open-cut, but I could find no indication of it in the

bluffs, and when the top was reached it was found that the open-cut was filled with heavy

.slide-rock from the cliffs. I therefore saw no vein nor ore of any kind. .

Another vein was mentioned higher up, but after ¢limbing to 3,600 feet clevation 1 found
that a couple of shots had been put in a yellowish-stained belt of limestone, which showed 10
mineral anywhere, I was therefore not favourably impressed with the possibilities of this

property.
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Pirodi (Nanaimo) 1929, 385
-Pirodi, E. 1929, 385
Pitman, Mr. (Osoyoos)....... 1906,170; 1929, 152
Pitman, J. 20, 157
Pitman, station : 1914, 135
Pitner, Lee J. . 1900, 940; 1901, 1232
Pitrie, Joseph » 1897 576
Pitrie, Ray A. . 1935, F 40
Pitson (Nanaimo) ... /. ... .. 1908 149
“Pitt, Dale L. ... 1919 75 1920, 67; 1921 1

" Pitt Lake Brick and Cement Co Ltd 1911 292
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Pipestem (Yale)—"‘1922 143; *1927, 208;
;_‘lgis 227; 1929, 238; *1932 156; ‘1936

Pipestem Inlet, lime ... . 1911, 208
Pipestem Mmmg Co., Ltd. (see also Home
Gold Mining Co., Ltd.) 1936, F 34
Pirate (Slocan) L 1897 573
Pirate King (Lardeau) ... 1899,674

1897 571 573

Pitrie, Jerome

tht Ed. 1899 842, 844

Pitt Fractional (New Westminster) .. 1911 292

Pitt Island, magnetite—1904, 103; 1905, 82;
1913, 78 1914, 150; 1922, 43 1923 45
1925 67 1926 71, 72; 1927 61; 1929
75; 1930 69; 1931 35 1932 49

Pritt Lake (New Westmmster) .......... 1898, 1150

Pitt Lake (New Westminster—1896, 555; 1897
678; 1899, 810; 1900, 937, 939, 940 1901,
1121 1902 255 1903 212 1904 267'
1905, 217; 1906 208; 1907 158; 1908
166; 1909 152‘ 1910, 162' 1911 201’
1912 199; 1913 309 1915 301 302; 1916
373; 1917 286 1919 258 1924 257;
1925 293; 1929 398 1930 313 1933 258'

Pitt Lake Mining Co. ... 1928, 389 1929 436
Pitt Meadows, oil reported. 1900 938 1919, 233
Pitt Meadows Oil Co.________________ . 1919, 23

Pitt Mining Co. (see also Vnkmg Mining
Co.)—1923, 260; 1924, 257; 1925, 293;
1926, 324; 1927 366 1929 398 1930 318

Pitt River quarry——1900 934, 938 1926, 327
1935, G 31

Pittock F’z‘act (Lardeau) ... 1909,276
Pitts, J. C.—1907, 213; 1908, 249; 1919, 113

1922, 185; 1923 199 1928 276; 1929
292; 1930 237
Pzttsburg (Osoyoos) ......................... 1905, 256

Pittsburg (Trail Creek)._- 1896, 560; 1901, 1226

Pittsburg and Cariboo Gold Dredgmg' Co
—1895, 657; 1896, 514; 1898, 981; 1899,
617, 630

Plttsburg, Chief Inspector’s visit to . 1912, 209

Pittsburg-British Gold Co., Ltd. (see also
Delta Gold Mining Co., McKee Con-
solidated Hydraulic Co, Ltd., and
Amalgamated McKee Creek Mining
Co., Ltd.)—1909, 49; 1910, 21, 51; 1911
55; 1912, 55

Pzttsburgh (Yale) e 1917, 2845 1922, 142

Pzttsétzount (Portland Canal)—1920 60; 1922

Pittston (Nanaimo)... ... 1898, 1146; 1930, 302
Placz,‘4 gdolé)h Edwm (Nelson)-——1926, 275, 280,
Piacer Creck (Atlm) 1898, 986
Plac;r Development Co. of America, Ltd. —1918

Placer Engineers, Ltd.—-—1930 167,175; 1931,
95 1932, 113, 114; 1933, 144 1935 C 38,

Placer Fract. (Nelson) 1910, 247

Placer gold, value of ... __ 1902, 97 103

Placer Gold Mines, Ltd. (later Lake Sur-
prise Mining Co.) (Atlin)—1909, 51; 1910,
63; 1911, 57; 1912, 68; 1913, 70; 1914,
77; 1915, 61 1916, 45 1917 75 78 1918

96, 99; 1919 817, 89 1920 72 1921 83; .

1922 88;
109; 1927 115
Placer-gold mining (see also under Gold,

1923 90 1925 117 356 1926

placer) —
Peculiar climatic condition ... 1885, 492
Galena found 1886, 226
Quartz of value found ... 1886, 226
Relation to quartz veins ... .. 1886, 237 -
Quartz ledges, origin ... . 1887, 273
Deep drifting ... ___. 1887, 258; 1888 307
Automatic reservoir tried . ____. 1890, 380
Boring for 1891,560 :
Bench claims (Quesnel) ... 187514
Novel mining by Chinese ... 1876, 420 .
Placer Mines, Ltd. (Quesnel) ______ 1919, 107
Placer-mining Act 1934, A 32

Placer1 Training Camp, Fraser River—1935,
c .

Reference
Plagrostoma fossils ...

1874, 33

Planﬁt (Nelson)—1901, 1226; 1915, 450; 1934,

9 . ;

Planet (Nicola) — 1887,276; 1888, 315, 320;
1896, 563; *1927,212; 1929, 217, 441; 1930,
*182, 445; 1931, 105, *115; *1933, 178;
1935, A 25; *1936, D 156

Planet Mining and Reduction Co. of

Nicola, Ltd.— 1925, 362; 1929, 243' 1930,
205, 445; 1931, 115; 1936 D15,1
Planeglees, Ltd. —1925 182; 1926 199 1928,
2
Dlant (see also Big Siide) (Clinton) — 1925,
214; 1932, 149

Planta, W. S, .1916,518; 1919, 220
Planta, W. L. .. 1917, 450; 1926, 318
Planta 1901, 1111; 1917, 450
Plat (Greenwood) 1902, 305
Plate, H. Robinson 1914, 154

At Premier mine ___.____._____ e 1915,71

Plate Joe (Osoyoos) ... 1933,172
Platinic (Similkameen) ___ . 1919, 172
Platinum, Cottonwood River ...._.._...1936, C 20
Platinum—
In place, reported .. 1905, 23, 30
In Yukon and Cassiar gold ......_... 1905,23
Extraction method from gold ... 1903, 32
In tables 1888, 1895
In basalt 1901, 939
. Wire form 1901, 939
Clearwater River ... 1900, 888, 894
(Kamloops) 1901, 1082
Dease Lake ... 1900, 719; 1901 933

(Szulmlkameen)—1900 710; 1901 1176 1902

Wyoming, US.A. §01, 939
In placer ground .. 1908 24
In B.C. g 912, 159
Statlstxcs ................. -.1922, 26} 1934, A 11 20 :
~Cottonwood Creek ... 2
Eureka Creek, Horsefly River..._. 1902 64
Fraser Creck, Horsefly River.__...._ 1902. 64
Harpers Camp 1902, 64
Harvey Creek 1902, 64
Horseﬂy Creek 1902, 64’
Keithley Creek 1902, 64

368

Sl

1935, A 31

PR g S R T T

5 s i s Mz 25 T D

e,

.

v




Economic_ Geology

quartz-filled fractures in the quartz dioritc country rock.
material carrics low values in gold and silver. Where not sulphide-bearing, the veins
appear to be barren of gold also. The workings consist of a shallow shaft and
about 200 feet of adit.

Maple Leaf (Katanga) (6)
References: B.C. Min. Mines, Ann. Rept.: 1926, p. 323, 192,9’, p. 399; 1930, p. 313.

The property is on the east side of Pitt,Lﬂ‘ﬁcc necar the mouth of Vickers
(Scott) Creck. The deposit consists of pyrite, pyrrhotite and a little chalcopyrite
along a shear zone in a small body of greenstone included in the quartz diorite.
In 1925, 67 feet of adit were driven along the shear zone, but the results were not
encouraging. In 1928 the property changed ownership and was renamed the
Katanga Group. Work was done on a number of fine-grained feldspathic dykes

which contain pyrite and scattered pods of chalcopyrite. The last reported work -

on the property was in 1929. e :
. Cox Claims (7) '
References: B.C. Min. Mines, Ann. Rept.: 1928, p. 390.

The property is 5 miles up Corbold (Canyon) Creek from its c'onﬂuéncé with
upper Pitt River. The deposit is in a wide belt of pyritized, schistose, feldspar
porphyry (Harrison Lake Formation) which forms a small pendant. The main

minerals are pyrite and molybdenite occurring in small quartz veins. No chalcopy-

rite appears to be present.
Stave Lake Area
Stave River Group (8)
References: B.C. Min. Mines, Ann. Rept.: 1918, p. 288; 1931, p. 176.

These claims are located near upper Stave River at an elevation of 2,500
feet, about 6 miles from the head of Stave Lake. The foliated quartz diorite of this
area contains veins of quartz. Pods of molybdenite are scattercd irregularly in the
quartz. Selected samples are reported to have yielded 1 to 2 per cent molybdenum.

Lillooet River Area

Fire Mountain Properties (9)

References: B.C. Min. Mines, Ann. Rept.: 1897, p. 578; 1898, p. 1151; 1899, p. 811; 1900,
p. 935; 1930, p. 314; 1934, p. F16; C. E. Cairnes, 1927, p. 163.

In 1896 a large numper of claims were recorded on the southwest slopes
of Fire Mountain, about 15 miles northwest of Harrison Lake. In that year Fire
Mountain and Fire Lake Gold Mining companies spent about $50,000 in con-
nection with these properties. The work included exposing the vein for about
1,000 feet and driving a 175-foot tunnel in it. A 75-foot shaft was also sunk. A
trial shipment of 200 pounds of the ore was sent to San Francisco and a value of
about $74 per ton in gold was reported. Late in the scason a Huntingdon quartz

191
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. Copper Duke (3)
References: B.C. Min. Mines, Ann. Rept.: 1909, p. J167; 1959, p. 127.

qua
mat
apf
abc

The property is on the east side of Lynn Creck about seven miles north of
‘Burrard Inlet. The 1909 report indicates that about 400 feet of tunnclling had
been completed at that time. Mineralized zones and some quartz veins in diabase

attracted the most work. The higher grade ore was reported to average 4 per cent Ref.

copper, with low values in gold and silver. In 1957 the considerable magnetite ‘
in the area was explored by magnetometer survey by Western Canada Steel Ltd., i (Sc
which holds an option on the property. In 1959 six holes, totalling 550 feet, were

e A sonapie i

. . . . alo
drilled. Five are reported to have encountered magnetite. ‘Iln
Pitt Lake Area ene
Ka

Golden Ears Group (4)
References: B.C. Min. Mines, Ann. Rept.: 1900, p. 937; 1930, p. 313.

The property is on a small pendant about 2 miles long and about 1% miles
wide. It consists of fine-grained hornfels or amphibolite with minor quartzitic bands.
The beds are nearly vertical and trend northerly. The old reports indicate values
chiefly in copper (chalcopyrite), with minor gold and silver.

The property was staked first in 1897, and the claims were named the
Champion, Cromwell, Rocket, and OK. The first two belonged to Messrs. Seymour
and Clinton; the Rocket was owned by the Golden Ears Mining Company; and the
OK was held by Dominion Mining Developrient and Agency Co. In the following
year the last-named company bonded all four claims for $65,000 and renamed
them the Golden Ears Group. During 1898 and 1899 about $35,000 was spent on [
development work, after which the bond was allowed to lapse. Except for sporadic
attention, the property lay dormant until about 1920, when it was renamed the
Viking Group. By 1923, 16,000 tons of ore were reported to be blocked out, and
during the late twenties considerable surface construction was done, including a
hydro-electric plant and a building to house a 50-ton concentrating mill. The
depression, however, killed the enterprise before the concentrating machinery
could be installed. ' ' , .

The total underground work appears to be on the order of 1,000 feet of
tunnel and 200 feet of shaft. Some small shipments were made in the late 1890’
and again in the 1920’s. Threc tons of ore sent to Swansea in 1898 returned $45
per ton, mostly for copper. Bin samples for that year were reported as giving . |
assays of 3 to 21 per cent copper; and $3 to $5 gold and silver. : R

The ore minerals are reported to be pyrite, pyrrhotite, and chalcopyrite in a
gangue of quartz and calcite. .
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Standard Group (5) o

References: BC Min. Mines, Ann. Rept.: 1947, p. A179; 1950, p. A167. ﬁ
The property is on the west shore of Pitt Lake, about 3 miles southwest of 1
Goose Island. The workings are on a steep hillside about 500 feet above the lake. t
Ore minerals are mainly pyrite with local galena and chalcopyrite, localized along v a
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Interest has centred on a belt of pyritized brecéia 100 to 200 feet in width.

The pyrite is disseminated unevenly throughout the belt. A’ little galena and
sphalerite are also present. It is reported to average about $5.00 per ton in gold
(at that time worth $20.67 U.S. per ounce). No extension of the high values
initially found on the property has been discovered.

~ Pitt Lake Lost Gold Mine

Much has appeared in the popular press, especially in the past 20 years,

concerning this legendary gold mine in the Pitt Lake district. The legend in its

more embellished forms may be summarized as follows.

An Indian named John Slumach, 40 years old (according to the Winnipeg
Free Press, April 21, 1962) or 81 years old (Vancouver Sun, December 31,
1954), had located a source of abundant gold nuggets in the vicinity of Pitt Lake
sometime before the turn of the century. He is said to have taken one by one a
number of wives to his property, and there murdered them in order to keep
secret the location of his find (B.C. Digest, May, 1946). For these crimes the
same account states that he was eventually apprehended and hanged at New
Westminster on November 10, 1903. Before his death he is supposed to have
laid a curse over the area, and a great number of prospectors are said to have
died, vainly hunting for the lost mine.

The facts of the Slumach case are more accurately presented in the accounts
of the day found in the Daily Columbian, New Westminster. These were collected
by W. W. Burton and published in the Native Voice, July, 1959. The Daily
Columbian of September 9, 1890, carried an account of the murder of Louis
Bee, a half breed. He was shot and killed by an Indian named Slumach at Lillooet
Slough, about 2% miles above Pitt River bridge. For about six weeks Slumach
evaded capture by hiding in the rugged bushland around Pitt Lake. On October
25, 1890, Slumach, who was by then near starvation, surrendered to P. McTier-
nan, the local Indian Agent. A preliminary hearing was held in district court,
New Westminster, before Captain Pittendrigh, J.P. on November 3, 1890, and
Slumach was remanded for trial at the oncoming fall assizes. An article appearing
on November 11th reported Slumach, considered to be about 60 years old, to be

‘very ill in the provincial jail. The trial was held on November 14 and 15. Slumach

was found guilty and sentenced to hang on January 16, 1891. At 7 a.m. on that
date he was baptized and at 8 a.m. before about fifty witnesses he was hanged.
He died without comment.

No mention of a lost gold mine, murdered wives, or even a first name of ~

John appears in the current accounts. The story was built up long afterwards,

. ael
iy,

possibly by linking Slumach with another story. Captain H. W. R. Moore, a_,

Victoria barrister gave an account (Vancouver Province, January -12, 1952) of

_ a party that he accompanied in the fall of 1904 to Canyon Creek (now Corbold

Creek) a tributary of the upper Pitt River. They were following a map obtained
by his employer W. A. MacDonald in an unknown mannet from a nurse who is

193
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said to have obtained it from a dying prospector in California. They found nothing % -

=




kb nibibd < Nn?

Vancouver North, Coquitlam, and Pitt Lake Map-areas

except a minor amount of molybdenite, but may have given rise to the Lost
Gold Mine legend which was later connected with executed Slumach.

Since the early 1940’s the legend has appeared in the press with ever in-
creasing frequency, and becomes more fanciful with each publication. However,
the area about Pitt Lake is not favourable for gold-quartz veins, and cven less

'so for the placer gold of the legend.

Lo ke e g
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THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES R
VICTORIA, B.C. October 21: 1970'

Mr. Don Waite,
Apartment # L4O3,

27 Henderson Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Mr. wgites

In response to your enquiry of October 13th under
separate cover I have mailed you, with invoice enclosed, Xerox copies
of all the articles listed under your third request.

We have also ordered prints of the photographs listed
under L but cannot supply any of Slumach, Peter Pierre, Chief Trader
James McMillan or Volcanic Brown. These will be sent as soon as
possible.

I am unable to trace the False Creek Record to which
you refer. Insofar as the trials are concerned this will have to be
done by photostat and will be costly and slow in delivery, but I pre-
sume you do want us to proceed.

Regarding the witness Moody the Native Voice, July,
1959 quoting from the British Columbian of November 1L, 1890 stated
that Moody, an Indian, was to be a witness for the defence. We have
no evidence to support the suggestion you have made.

‘s

Yours sincerely,

N
Lv”,(. ,qm/jc"ﬁ s
i.E. IRELAND,

Provincial Librarian & Archivist.

W AN
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THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES
VICTORIA, B.C. December 2nd, 1970.

Mr. Don Waite,
27 Henderson Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear br. Waite:

B Ve

Your letter of November 27th has come to hand and
already our receipt has been forwarded to you covering your
remittance.

Frankly I don't know how to proceed about the account

A\

of the Slumach trials in the New Westminster British Columbian, 1890~

1891 for it would be very expensive to photostat them, xeroxing not

being possible from bound files. I wonder if you have tried to use
the files in either the National Library, Library of Parliament or
Public Archives of Canada for I am almost certain that they have .

them, if not in original, in microfilm.

4 - G AR 8 1: i

Yours sincerely,

.

=~ NN e

. “W.E. IRELAND,

Provincial Librarian & Archivist.

WEI/1lc




VICTORIA PRESS LIMITED ¢ P.C. BOX 300, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA —

March 31, 1971

Mr, Donald Waite,
27 Henderson Ave,,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Mr, Waite,

I regret that we have no photographs or negatives
in our collection of 'Moc! Brown. However, I understand that “
some photographs may be available from the Provincial Archives.

I recommend that you write to Mr. Willard Ireland, Provincial -

Archivist, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, B.C. for his §

agsistance in obtaining one,

Yours sincerely, .

(Mrs.) Muriel W, Mixon
Librarian,

THE DAILY COLONIVST/VICTORIA DAILY TIMES
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| British Columbia )
L County of Vestminster ;
| - ]

. to wit

| The Jurors fdr our Lady the

Queen upon tireir oath present‘that Slumach an Indian .
on the eight day of Seéfember in the year of our Loxrd

one thousand eight hundred and ninety at Pitt River in

the County of Wwestminster did feloniously wilfully and
of hils malice aforethought kill and Murder one Louie
Boe egalnst the peace'qf our Ledy the Queen her Crown S

P and dignity. ‘ )
f;; 0 ffvﬁrﬂi s o ?57’? .
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New Westninster

 Assizes November 1890

Regina

vs

Slumach

Indlctuent

. for Murder
’ True Bill
Honry Ve BEdmonds
Foreman 4

Witnessesy
Seymour
Charlie

R. Zden Walker M. D.
Swanisit
N. B. Gauvreau C. B

Wm. Moresby

Robert Anderson
Lucy




Tndlotment

- for Yurder
’ True Bill
Honry Ve Edmonds ‘
Foreman

Wltnesses

IVaE Seymoqr
Charlie

HVE R. Zden Walker M. D

Swaniesit

N. B. Gauvreau C. e

wm. Moresby

Robert Andexrson
Lucy

Kitty

L. P. Ickstein

Counsel for

the Crown
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Information and Corplaint for an Iddictable Offence.

T : ))
Canada, ?
Province of British Columbia

District or County of Westninster

THE INFORMATION ahd Complaint of W. Moresby

of New Westminster taken tenth. day of September; in
the year of Our Lord One Thousand Bight Iundred and Ninety,
beforé the undersigned one of Her Majesty's Justice of

the Prace in and for the NDistrict or County of Westminster,
who salth that Slorach an Indian oa the 8th day éf Sepbember
in the year A. D. 1890, at Pitt River, in the Céuﬁty of |
Vestminster, 4id feloniously, wilfully,'and of his malloce

aforethought kill and #urder one Loule Bee.

W. Moresby

SYIORM bvefore me, the dey and yecar first above mentioned,

at New Westminster.

Pittendrigh
, ’ J. P.



¢

" In the Court of Assize Oyer and Terminer and Genoral E

Goal Delivery S | ;i
Regina versus Slumagh endIndian charged vith the 15

nurder of one Loule BEse,

I the above named Slunegh make oath and, say: N ’ i

1 That one Moody and Indlan and Tlorance Reed are necessary R

. and materiél witnesses in nmy behalf in the trial on the |
above charge and I cannot safely proceed to trial without"

their esttendance as witnesses to depose to the following

{’ fadts: o
2. (a) That the Toule Beec the deceased was fmxthrerx |

habitually quUaTTe 1ling with me

(b) and that he Lreguently harassed me with XLﬁXﬁX
improper language and \
(¢) threatened me more than once with violence and I

, .'.4

was in constant fear of him. .

5. T have been unable to procure thelr attendance at the

[N
\
?

J. C, - present 51ttingq ‘of the Court xx

4. I have endeavoured to procure their attendance at the"

. . present olttingb of this Court. ;\

[

S5« That I can p*o"uxe their attendance sl the next 51ttixgs

of the Gourt as their usual place of abcde is within the

District of llew Ves bulgster.

Sworn before me'at the City of New Westninster ,

British Jolumbia this 14th day of liuvember, A Ds 1890,

—— Vg N et S et

having first boen read over and interpreted to the ?aié




above charge and L cannot BAIEe.Ly DLOCCGR GO T L ———
their ettendance as witnesses to depose to the following
fasts:

2. (o) That the Touioc Bev the deceased was omxirhent .

‘ habitually quarrelling with me

f (b) and that he freguently harassed me with xxmkﬁx
‘?20' improper language and
(¢) threatened me more than once with}violenoe and ¥
was in constant fear of hinm. . ii
%i‘r %. I have been unable to procure their attendance at th§ .
L C. present 51ttings of the Court xx ' | %2
4, I have endeavoured to procure their attendance at the
% . present sittings of this Court. ?\
5. That I can procure their attendance st the next sittirgs °
of the Court as their usual place of abcde is within the .
District of lNew Vestninster. | | | ";
| o
. i\
Sworn before me at the City of New Westninster , ) |
! British,?olumbia this 14th day of lovember, A. De lSQO,i
' having first boen read over and interpreted to the.said)
Slunegh who aeppeared to understord the samd. i“ ;his4
| ' ’ ' John Carmtell Coon Slﬁﬁagg Pl

A,GOﬂr cte fer taking affts in , :
S. C. B. Co ' : mark




FPALL ASSIZLES New Westminster Nov 12,1890

Ir Justice Trake presiding.

Commission read

Grand Jury called

Alexander R. H., 8

P Townsend W. B. 8

i
Dockrill, Joseph s Wi
hadse ~ LA 7
Chadsey, Chester 5% V"’@/ ~1-
Edmonds H. V. .8 \ /i/w/
Gook J. G s
Bayley W. H, s
Gardiner, Peter 8

Eickhoff, I'rederick s

PSSR

Hendry, John 8
Hendex:son Jd. C. s
f ¥lson, William 8
| lajor C. G. / s —
% Fales W. L, 8
{ ,  Ashwell G. R. 8
A ‘
{ Grand Jury Swarn
é :

Petit Jures called

.Indictments and deposiitiions in the following cases handed

to the Jvdge who addresses the Grwnd Jury erd hands indict -

mants to thom.




Cook Je Go s
Bayley W. H. 8
Gardiner, Peter 8

Kickhoff, I'rederick s

?_; Hendry, John 8
?f, Hendefson J. C. s ' .

EVV Elson, William s
| liajor C. G. ) s —

Falesv W. B, 8

| Ashwell G. R. 5

Grand Jury Swarn ‘

‘PetituJurQ:s called

f
|
|

. Indictments end deposiitiions in the following cases handed
to the Jrdge who addresses the Grwnd Jury erd hands indict-
ants to them. : .

1. Slumach --lrder

Grand Jury rebtires at 12 Noon

s*é Mr Atkinson £ or “lomach applies for permission to have the
prisoner eiamined b& medical men
Leave grented but names of medical men to be given to

Ir. lioresby.

N g e o . s st 54




MNov 1&

Crand Jury bring in true bill in Rey ve Sluwioh
Friday Nov l14th

PYetit Jury callea,

Reg vs flumach cecolurder.
Eekstein for the Cr own, Gaynor with him ,
Atkincon for the Yiefence. ' L ?

Application for ad journment ti11 negt Assige

Afiidavit of Slumach vecor R ,
to——————, ¢
" " rogaey " |

LR V e & e 9

Prisorer arraigred and through his counscl pleads not guilty

Yurther affidavit of Sluwmceh read *

Afdicdavit of Wn Horeshy & VWn Conner read o
AdJtd %0 11 A. Y. tomorrow , 4 !

At 11 A. . 'P&'ti t Jury cunlled
}h' Idmonds, Foremsn makes a pregentuent which is weed,
| Reg vs S.‘.Lumaieh
HJ"o::oph Couplond . ' . |
John Johnsen

¥e He Purns

@é Thomzs Iales .
| } George lfunday
E ; Robert Blackstock

E. J. Newbon v stand asido
Lehmen




Eexstein for the Crown, Gaynor with him
Atkincon fov the Tiefend e

Application for adjournment till nexgt Assize

AfFidavit of Slunech yveeorend

1t o1 -
I’?l‘v"r e s s "

Prisorer arraigned and through his counsel pleads not guilty
Forther affidevit of Slumch wread
Afficavit of Vim Moreshy & ¥m Conner read

Adj'd to 11 A. M. tomorrow

At 11 A. M. Potit Jury called
Mr Ldmonds, FYoreman mkes a presentment vhich is read,
Reg vs Slumach

Joeeph Coupland

Joln Johnsoen

¥e He Burns

Thomas Lales .
George Iunéay

Robert Blackotock

1 E. J. Newbon ' stanﬂvasidu‘
' | Se ¥W. Lehmen Foreman
[ H. I MeZenzic

John.D, Parie  stand aside

. s Johnson
TLawrence Tho nber
George wood

John Blaix

R SR ST L S —————
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Dep@sitions of Witnesses,

Py

Canada

Province of British Coluabial
District or County of Westninster

THD F{AAINATION OF Dr. Valker e D, ,
New ‘iestminster , and Indians Ceymour, Charlie & Swanisit of
Keotozie » Laken ou this third  duy of Hovember, in
the year of our Lord 6ne Thousand Fight Hundred and Ninety,
at New Vestminster, in the District or County aforesaid,

before the undersigned, one of Her Majesty's Justice of

the Pecce Tor tre sald District, in the presence and hearing

of Slumszch who is charged thia day bclore ne, for vhat he,
the said Slwsach at Pitt River in said County, on the.

8th day of September A, P. 1891, dia felonhausly, wilfully, and

of his wmalice aforebhought, kill and inrder one Loule Bee.

¥r Moresby pro&eoatés 3

Jagon Allard sworn ila ag }
Interpreter }
. Pittendrigh, J, P

This Deponent, Seynmcur an Indian upoi his oath saith as

WL e—

&

follouws: I remerber the 8th day orf Septenmbor last pest I
vent up in a sanoe with Louie Boe fror the place whore we

were living oN Pitt river to look at our Sturgeon lineg,

T,n13




TREAZENAL L VLR VT U, WRLIKEY T, D .

New Viestmingter and Indians Seynmour, Charlie & u“ﬁpisit of
v 4

Keotozie » taken ou this third day of Hovember, in

the ysar of our Lord 6ne Thousand Fight Hundred and Ninety,

at lMew Veastminster, in the District or County aforesaid
' ’ 1

before the undersigned, one of Her Majesty's Justice of

f,j the Peace for tle eald District, in the bresence and hearing
}f; of Slumach who is charged thia day bcflfore ne, for that he,
'ff the said Sluwach at P ltt River in sald County, on the
%fb 8th.déy'of Septenzor A. De lb9l dld felonhously, wilfu;ly, and
; of his wmalice afors Bhouy t, kill and iurder one Touio Bee.
! ¥r lloresby pros eoutﬁw 3
f. Jagon Allard sworn in ag. )
| Interpreter ;

Pittendrigh, J. P. .

This Depcnent, uvymour an Indian upon his oath salth as
e et

Tollowus: I memember the 8th cday of Septembor lest pest I

went up in a zanoe with Loule Bee Tror the place where we

were living on Pitt river to look at our Sturgeon linesg,

Londie ves the only one with me in the cance. Ve want up about
o miles wnon,we ot to the lines we Jound there was no bailt on
bhe hooks, then we lookdd around for soue dead saluon to bait
hem with, we wont up a little further and saw a cunoe cone
near, we hailed it end found it contained the ehier ol the

Kotezie trive his wife was along with lin. We had a conversation T

for a few minutes he thea left ug Golng down stresn., Wa wans
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by
r.lloreawy,
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1 i,

12

up strean irmediately after parting. I heard the report of
a gun on the opposite shore that is the left hand side goling

up strean. Loule Bee proposed to go across to where the

shot was Tirefl as he thought it miiht be white nen there , when we
ve got to the shore I saw the prisoner Slumach conming out of

the long grass and I told Loule Bee he was-conming. Theﬁ I caught

a glimpse of a canoe hauled up partly on the shors when Slurach

got near Louie Bee asked hinm what he was firing at . He gave no ans
answer but kept walking'up towards our canoe until he reacﬁed
the‘edgé of the river, he was preparing his gun i, é. bringing

it into position to shoot without any further woxd he presented

his gun at loule Bee the deceased and firad, Slumach then f%n
towards his canoe took oubt his arrunitlon andé reloaded.dftoer the sl.&if
shot was fired I gpmiblood coming out of ILouie Bee's arm at the .
back of his ghoulder, he grasped hold of the side of the canoe

and ofter a few seconds Tell ower board and sank in aboubt two and

a holf feet of water, The cance wia afloat and about 15 or 16 feet
froﬁ the shore, the water here is shallow for sone distance out.

I juuped on shore immediately after Loule Bec was shot as I wos aflr
afraid of getting shot as well as ILoule Bee who Hhd given no
provocatlion vhatever and the prlsorer was ﬁutting powder in hils

gun againe ’ ‘

The gun was & percussion single barrelled one.

Uity Moresb; 5 ‘
{ + HOTCSLYT y5ied the prisoner as T jumped or shore vhy he had shot the

deccased, he said he wanted to drive us away that he did not want
any persons to go up there.
I walted 121 tho grass hldden for a short tine to see what Hlunach

would do h3 was holding his gun during the time I was




en nlurnach

auled up partly on the 8

a glimpse of a canoe h 108 W

- got near Loule Boe asked himvwhat he was firing at . He gave no ans \
answer but kept walking'up towards our canoe until hs reacﬁed |
the edgé of the river, he was preparing his gun 1, e. bringing |
it into position %o ghoot without any further word he presented

his gun at Ioule Bee the deceased and firad, Slumach then rin

towards hig canoe took out his arrmnitlon and poloadod.aftor tho L

shot was fired I Saw blood conming out of Iouie Bee's arn ab the

by
i, X renvy s » i 1 i
.0 'back of his ghoulder, he grasped hold of the side of the canoe

;

! and afﬁgr a few seconds fell ower board and sank in aboub two and
a%~; a holf feet of water, The canoce’ wea afloat and about 15 or 16 fecb
froﬁ the shore, the water here ig shallow for sone distance out.
T juuped on shore immediately after Loule Bec wasd shet as I wasvufr
afraid of gething shot a5 well as Loule Bee who Hhd given no
provocation vhatover and the prisorer was putting powder in his
gun againe .

The gun was & percusslon single barrelled one.

oresbyy ygced the prisoner as I jumped or shore vhy he had shot the
deccased, he said he wanted to drive us away that he did not wanbt
gny persons to go up there.

1 waited i1 the grass hldden for a short tine to see whap Slunach
would do h3 was holding his gun during the time I was hid whiéh
vias about twenty minutes. I thought I night be shot sb i acvin
the shoes and then walked over the Rallway bridge and ﬁp to ny
house when I got near I hallow'd out to the women that Slunsch had
killed Towic Bee. Tho women came oub and went with ne to ny
housc. T when startved wilixmx Lo oons down here and arvived at
the oity a5 dark and reported the circuastanse to the (adiar
Agent. I net no onc on ny vy gown. I told my own wife end

Louvic's wi®o what had heppened and there was an old man in tho cand




. lioresby

- 3 -

in another compartment but he did not heor.

I remained in the City all night and rsturned with the
Coronex when we arrived weo could not find the body as the
tide was highy I comnenced sesrching for the body and
shortly efter found 1t, and a young man who was with ne &%
fired off his gun to attract wttention. ‘The body was in
deecper wateor owing to the riss in the tide.. I recoghized
Louie Bee's axe in Slunach's house when }r Moresby search-
ed mﬁ,wa had = bettlg in the canoe for killing sturgeon,
These'things were 1n the canoe when I jumped out. Louie
Bee only said to Slumach %what are you shooting at"g

Louie had no clud in his hand. I was in the stern and
Iouic Bes in the bow. Iouie being in the bow of the canoe
was nearer Lo Sluzach,he was side-ways to him. I cannot
say 1f the Coguitlum Chief had any whiskey or notin his
ganoe as we Were sone distgnce firon cach other. I had no
whiskey on that day., I was with Loule Beé 211 day and he
had not had any whiglkey cither. There was none to be gote.
The prisoner Sluuach now, before the Court is the m&hdﬁho s

shot Louie Bee, on recovering hils body I dbrought it dowm

o Wesininster as dircected by the Coronere

I did not hear Loule Bee call you eny nanes.
his
Seymour X

mark

Taken upon cath and acknowledged thls 3rd dey of Nhvember,

A. D. 1890, bofore ue,

~.® 4 - . . ~— —_
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lhese vhings were 1n the canoe when I jumped out. Loule

Bee only said to Slumach Wwhat avre you shooting at"g

Louie had no e¢lub in his hand. T was in the stern and

Louie Bez in the bow. ILoule being in the bow of the canoe

was nearer to Slunach,he was side-woys to him. I cannot (%}
say 1f the Coguitlum Chisl had any whiskey or notin his

ganoe as we vere sone diStggce Liron éach other. I had no
wﬁiskey on that day., I was with Loule Bee all day and he

had not head any whiakey either. There was none to be got.

The prisoner Slunach noﬁ,before the Court is the mandwho s

shot Louie Bee, on recovering his body I dbrought it dowm

bo Westninster as directed by the Coroner.

I did uot hesr Loule Bese call you eny nenes,
his
Seymour X .

magck , .

Taken upon ocath and acknowledged this 3rd dey of Hivember,
A. D. 1820, before ue,
Pittendeigh, Je. Po



this third day of Mo wsmber in the year of

kill and nurdoer one Louie Bee

4tatenent of the Accused.

Canada . %
province of British quumbia)
District 6f Couuty of Vestmlnster
Slunach an Indian Stands charged befor the
undersigned, one 6f Her Jajesty's Justiced of the

Poace .in and forthe District or County aforesaid,

our Lord One thousand eight hundroed and ninety for

that the said Slunach on the 8th day of Sept-

ember last past ab Pitt River in the County afresald

did feloniously, wilfully and of his malice aforcthought

end the said charge being read 1o the said  Slunach,

¢

ad ths witnesses for the prosceubicn, being severally

evarmined in his presence the cald Slumach is novw o=t

adGresses bY ne as follows:-
"Iaving heard the evidence, do you wish to say anything
in answer to the charge? You are nob obliged to say & ;

anybhing unless you desire to do 50; but whatever you 8ay

will be taken down in writing, and nay be given in or idence

against you upon your trial. = You have nothing to hope fron
any promise of favour, and nothing to Tear fromany fhreat,
which may : been holden out 1o you to induce you to nake
any éamission or confession of your guilt, bub whateve:r you
shall now say may be glven in evidence'against‘you upoil
your trial, noﬁwithstahding such prouise ox threat."

et Mam madAa lumnah gaith as followg~-~-




that the said Slunach on tho 8th day of Sopt-
ember last past ab Pitt River inlfhe County -afresaid
did feloniously, wilfully and of his malice aforcthought
kill and murder one Louie Bee

ond the said charge being read to the sald  Slumach,

’

ad ths wvitnesses for the proscoutiocn, being sevérully
examinéd in his presonée the caild Slumach is nov =t
addressss bY ne as follows:i-

vllaving heard the evidernce, do you wish to say anything‘
in answer to the charpge? 7You are nob obliged to say &
anything unless you desire to do so; but whatever yéu say
" will be taken down in writing, and may be given in o idence
against you upon your trial. = You have nothing to hope fron
any promnise of favour, and nothing to Tear from any ﬁhreat,
which may . been holden out to you to induce you to nake
any édmission or confecssion of' your guilt, but whateve: you
shall now say may be given in evidenco.against you upoil
your trial, notwithsﬁahding such promise or threab."
Yhorcupon the sald  Slumach saith as followg~-—-

"T have nothing to say"®

TACEN bofore ne, at Mow VWegininster the day and
9

year first above nentloned.

TYL da ke o B e .
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This deponent Charlie upon his.oathsaith :
I was in the canoe that brought the body of Louie Bee

down to New Vestminster. It was the same body‘thatvwas
taken by lr. Moresby'from the_canoe ard placed in an out
house on Front Street and on which the postnortem by tre
. ' doctor was made. This took place on the lOthvday of
SeptembéfwiBQO. |

The prisoner has no wuestion to ask.

his

Charlie X

. nark

Taken upon oath and acknowledged befor me this 3rd day

of November,A. D. 1890, before me.

Pittendrigh.

Jde Po




Dr.Walker., If. D. of New Viestnminster being sworn. 4§§

1 saith I practico in British Columbia. I rememnber

makihg a post mortem examination on thé body of Louie
Bes on the 10th dey of September last. Rurtxnf The body
wasiin an out house on Front Street lying in shirt
waisteoat and pants and covered with blankets. Tho clmmt
clothes were wet as if the body had recently been in

the water.On examining the body I found a wound 6n the’
outer side of the left shouldgr on following the wound-
-down I found it passed therough the upper part'of the
arm bone into the chest through the left lung through
the uppor part of the heart and through th® right lung
into the right plural ca&ity'where I found part of the

bullet which had caused the wound,.Dsath was eaussd by

the wound in the heart there was no trace of the deceassd

having taken any elchhol beverage within several hours

' befoke doath. The body was that of a well‘ﬁourishod 119N
R.Eden Walker. M. D.

Taken upon oath and_aoknow;edged this 3rd day Of‘HQYBnber,

| | A. D. 1890, before )
- ne, -' |
L Pitten&righﬁ
§"' | ' o | - - J. P,




- In the Court of Assive Oyer and Terminer and General

Sworn befor me at the City of

<

Lo
-4

Gaol Delivery.‘ : . ‘ aﬁ;;

| REGINA versus 5T7MAGH an Indian charged with the

muréer of one ILoule Bee.

¥ Hary an Indian womah of Cowichan in the Province of
British Columbia, make oath snd say:

l. That I an a dauvhter of the above named Slunabh.

Be That I arrived in this city on the 5th Lnstant, and
have since been endeavo?ing to procire the attendance at
this court of one Moody én}Indign, and one Florence Reid,
to give,evidenceuon the trial of the said Sluuagh en the
above charge.

3. Thet I have not ‘been able to procure the attendance of
the said Noody or the said- Elorence Reid.

$e. That the said Moody and the said Florence Reld are

inmportant and necessary aiud ansterlal wltnesses and can
"5 _ N .‘/ ’

- glve lmprotact ovicencs on the trizl of the said Slunagh
on the ebove charge.

| :%. That the said Noody and the sciq Florence Reld can bve

producad as witnesses 1f the trial be postponed till the

next sittings of this Court,

New Westninster in the Province

of Britisi Cocunblsa this 13th day her

N N Vs st g o P




to give evidence on the ﬁrial of the said Slumagh an the

t

above charge.

3. Thet I have not been able to procure the attendance of

the saild loody or the sald Florence Reid.

8.. That the said Moody and the said Florence Reid are
important’énd necessary aud msterlal witnesses, and‘can =
give improtanlt cvicoencs on.the trial of the said Slumagh
on'the above charge. |

| 2;%. That the said Moody and the szid Florence Reid&pan ?e}
| produced as witnesses 1f the trial be postponed till the

next sittings of this Court,

‘SWOrn befor me at the City of )
Néw Westninster in_ﬁhe Province % |
of Britiéi Cocumbie this 13th day g her
of YNobemvar, A. D. 1890, having ;’ Annie X -
 been firstrread over and inter- i ~ mark 
)

preted . ‘o the said Annie.
J. Pittendrigh
Je P




REG vs SLUMACH

Mr Gaynor opens

Jason Ellard sworn Interpreter.

Seymour 11.20

'N. B. Gauvreau Interposed at 11.40 for 2 minutes
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Adj ! d till loPoI«'Io
After lunch at 1.15

Cross Eiamination of‘Seymour continued-2.10

Charlie

Cross examination = 2.25--2.35

Swanisit < 2.35 |

Cross exam'd 2.40--2.42

Con. Anderéon 8 = 2.45

Cross exaﬁ | 2.45-48.50
- Mr. Moresby 2,53

Cross exam v 2.55

Iucy S Not called

Kitfybé.- : not called

CASE FOR THE CROWN
Mr Atkinson addresses Jury for defence
No witnesses,

Mr Eckstein does not address Jury

" At 3.20 Judge sums up and at 3.30 the Jury retire and return

at 3.45 with verdict of Guilty.

Bossi interprets to prisoner who through hmm makes a statenent
Seﬁténce‘ |

To bi removed to the gaol fron whence he came and there

be angeﬁ by the neck until hs be dead on the 16th day of
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VS S$LUMACH

Grand Jury bring in true bill in Reg vs Slunsch:

Friday Nov 14th -

Petit_Jury.oalldé‘
Reg vs Blumacn veee.lurder.

Eokstein for the Crown, Caynor with hiﬁ

Atkinson for the Tiefence.

Application for adjourmment 11l nest Assize

Affidavit of Slumach vesoread

" " }i‘f:al‘y e s e "
Prisoner arraigned and through his counsel pleads not guilty
Further affidevit of Slwmoh real | |

Affidavit of Wm Moresby & VWm Conner read

- Ad4'a to 11 A. M. tomorrow

At 11 A. M. Pebit Jury called

M Edmonds, Foreinah mkes a presentment which is rend,
- Reg ve Slumach |

Joseph Coupland |

John Johnsen

V. He Durms

Thomas Eales .

Geérge Xunday

Robert Blackstock

E. J. Newbon stand aside

S. W Lehman - Foreman




~ Affidavit of Vim Moreshy
- ‘Aa:wa o 11 A. M. tomorrow Lo

& YW Conner read ] ™
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Robert Blacksbtock
E. J. Newton - stand aside
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John 0, Paris , stanl aside
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In the Court of Assize Oyer & Terminer and
' s

General Gaol Delivery. W;LLIAM GHEiL
. ’ /’/ fl92’?)
Regina

o . ., - . ZLZ &L)?%iém<§g

Slumach

4 'Charged in the information of We Moresby with having
- on the 8th day of °eptember 1890 at Pitt river in the
County of Viestmingter feloniously willfvlly end of his

[ : naliece aforeuhought killed and murdered on Loui Bee,

I. A. O0!Connor guard at the jail or New Weét’minSter nake

- oath ang say:

ins .

(1) Thet on ”hursddy the 13th day of Lovenber 1890 I saw

the Indian Nbody on,the street in New Ves tminster and at

“the time that I saw the seid Indian Loody he was in the

5 cowPany of oonqtdble Anderson,

o

‘Sworn before me at the City or

New Westminsser this l4th day
" A. O'Connor

)
)
)
of November 1890 | g
‘Falding f
i

\
Di 3t~ Regl’ °

1
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Haney Library
11945 225 Street
Maple Ridge, BOCQ
July 13, 1973

Dear Mr Waite,

Thank you for your gift copies of your book Kwant'!'Stan.,

They will be very much apprecisted by our readers, as ‘L
well as by our Staff, i

i

Youwrs truly, i
" o (

A CLAANCA ’/ ‘i}ﬁfv't./;.ny’);{/if’w" --"'(.«C"/'J

L F Humphry
% Commmity Librarian

V/f




THE LOST CREEK VALLEY of PITT LAKE

as told oy

Michael A Boileau
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PROLOGUE

The following is a true and factual rendition of my personal exper-
iences with regard to my search for and subsequent location of The Lost
Creek Valley of Pitt Lake which is hidden in the rugged mountains that.
tower high above the infamous Pitt Lake, in the Lower Mainland of British

Columbia.

While there have been many colorful stories to come out of this region
over the past one hundred years, mine is of my first hand experiences
and it is related to you by myself, and not that of a professional writer.

The reader may find that the following will arouse his or her cur-
josity to the extent that they may take it upon themselves to instigate
their own investigation of these matters. By all means let your imagination
soar to the highest and most remote mountains of Pitt Lake, but beware of

the unknown. :
I sincerly hope that you enjoy the writings that follow.
M.A;Boileau
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Charley Slumach; Savage or. Survivor?

T was first made aware of the legend of Slumach's elusive gold mine
by my older brother, Bob Boileau, sometime in the Spring of 1974. He brought
to my attention a couple of books that were written by two different local
authors. The first was a book entitled "THE GOLDEN MOUNTAINS" which was
written by one Charles A. Miller of Mission, British Columbia and it tells
of the way of life in the Ruskin, Stave Lake and Pitt Lake areas around
the early 1900's. The second book is called "THE GOLDEN EARS" and was
written and published by Donald E. Waite, a local Photographer and Publisher
in Maple Ridge, British Columbia.

One story in particular that was related in "THE GOLDEN EARS" dealt
with the legend of a Salish Indian named Charley Slumach. The era setting
" is around the 1880's.

~ Strange and frightening indeed are the tales surrounding Slumach's
gold and the many that have perished trying to locate it - some by Slumach's
own hand while he was alive and others, so the legend goes, have fallen
victim to SLUMACH'S CURSE.

Since Charley Slumach went to his death on the gallows in 1891, many
treasure hunters have tried to locate the Lost Gold Mine, with intriguing
results. Some of them simply vanished,never to be found alive. Search
partieshave failed to turn up even a trace of these victims although the
remains of their camps have been located intact 23 though the ocwner had
intended an immediate return. Others have been found dead with nary a
clue as to what had transpired to result in this fate. )

Erie, lonely and desolate are good words to describe the rugged moun-
tain wilderness high above Pitt Lake where, supposedly Slumach's gold
lies waiting, and even to this day fortune seekers are lured to their doom,

Located only a little more than thirty miles from the city of Vancouver,
and almost constantly enveloped in mist and clouds, there is something
strange and mysterious about the Pitt Lake Mountains and the Lost Creek.
Valley. But you be the judge. ,

Slumach's Curse:'When I Die- The Secret of My Mine Dies and Whoever
Looks for It Will Also Die."

Legend has it that these were the last words of the infamous Charley
Slumach as he stood on the gallows at New Westminister, British Columbia
on January 16, 1891, With the crash of the trap door and the snap of his
neck, Charley Slumach was dead. ' ‘
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The Story;

Charley Slumach, # full-blooded Salish Indian, was a man of mys.tery
and violence who first attracted attention in the frontier town of New
Westminster in the fall of 1889. :

Although an old man in his late sixties with long white hair, Slumach
was incredibly strong and agile and could outdrink, outfight and outwomanize
most men half his age. Still, it was not his unbelievable capacity for
bad liquor and dancehall girls that caused eyes to bulge that autum day
over ninety years ago, it was his way of paying for his drinks and favours.

Followed by an entourage of comely squaws, wenches and barflies,
Slumach would stagger from one saloon to another buying drinks for all
and paying for them with handfuls of gold nuggets - some as big as walnuts
and all of high grade content. ' _

After living it up for several weoks Slumach would set out up the
Fraser River in his canoe, usually accompanied by some comely wench, (mostly
" Indians or half-breeds) and always followed by an assortment of greedy
fortune hunters eager to find the source of his gold. Upon reaching the
headwaters of the Pitt River, Slumach would readily lose his following
in the rugged terrain of that mountain region. .

After a short absence, Slumach would again show up in New Westminster
with his pockets bulging with gold but no sign of his unfortunate companion.
Sooner or later the body would be found in the Fraser or Pitt River, but '
the Police were never able to.put the goods on Slumach. )

Although there is some documented evidence regarding Slumach's victims,
even names and photographs of the murdered women, it has never been entirely
proved that Slumach did kill them. Some even claim that he was innocent
of such charges. Since a fire destroyed most of the records of frontier
New Westminster in 1898, including those of Charley Slumach, we shall
probably never know for sure. ’

The beginning of the end came for Slumach with the killing of a half-
breed named Louis Bee, a Katsie Indian whom, it is claimed, Slumach shot-
gunned to death in front of witnesses after Bee had insulted him. It is
alledged that Slumach the madman had emerged from the brush on the shore
of the Lillooet Slough and spotted Louis Bee with some friends., Slumach
proceeded to walk up to Louis and shot him point blank in the chest, kill-
ing him instantly.

Slumach fled into the mountain wilderness above Pitt Lake and easily
eluded his persueres, the B.C. Provincial Police led by first, Captain
Pittendrigh and then a Mr. Moresby. The Law was no match for Slumach in
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this rugged terrain that he knew so well and the local Indians would not
help the Police for they were terrified of Slumach whom they referred to
as " A wonderful person.," :

Finally after almost two months, Slumach unaccountably gave himself
up to face trial in New Westminster and subsequently the Hangman.

Since that day many have sought Slumach's gold and have perished
in the attempt. One of these was Slumach's own son, who, in 1891 after
his fathers death had confided in a half-breed and led him to the site.
The half-breed returned to New Westminster but young Slumach was never
seen again, '

The Facts About Charley Slumach:

1) Charley Slumach did, in fact, exist and was born around 1820.

2) Charley Slumach was convicted for the murder of Loﬁis Bee.

3) Charley Slumach did pay the ultimate price for that murder =
death by hanging.

Now let's look at the situation from Slumach's point of view as told i
by Slumach to his nephew, Peter Pierre, whilst Slumach was in jail await- ];
ing his date with the hangman. ’

Slumach stated that he was hunting a deer along the shore of the
Lillooet Slough when he came upon an Indian fishing party. One member
of the fishing party was the half-breed, Louis Bee, who appeared to be
drunk and upon noticing Slumach, he picked up an axe and in a fit of rage
charged at Slumach. As it was, Slumach feared for his life and shot Louis B
Bee in self defence. The others in the fishing party scrambled into their e
canoes and fled downstream. Slumach proceeded to put Louis' body into.
the remaining canoe and pushed it out into the Slough so that it would
drift downstream. From here Slumach fled to his cabin near Widgeon Creek.

A manhunt ensued and Slamach's cabin was set alight and burned to
the ground. Within five days Slumach was found hiding in an old cedar
log out back of the burned out cabin, all wet, starving and very frightened.
It was from here that he was apprehended and taken to jail in New Westminster.

It is therefore my opinion that Charley Slumaéh was not the ruthléss
madman that legend has made him out to be.
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The Unfortunate Ones

Some of the people that have apparently come quite close to or have
actually located the Lost Gold of Pitt Lake are of a most colorful breed.
One of these and probably the most famous was a California prospector
that went by the name of Jackson.

Jackson had heard of the tales of Charley Slumach and had come to
British Columbia in search of the elusive motherlode. He had made a num-
ber of ventures into the rugged wilderness high above Pitt Lake but to
no avail, however on his last and subsequently final journey, Jackson
did discover what he had spent a lifetime searching for. '

This last journey that was undertaken by Jackson is documented in
a letter which he sent with a map to an old friend named James Shotwell,
in Seattle, Washington. The map has since been lost or destroyed but the

 letter is still intact and safe in the Victoria Archives.

That lettef reads as follows:
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THE JACKSON LETTER: v \

*

-

I had been out over two months and found myself running short of
grub, I had lived mostly on fresh meat for one cant carry much of a
pack in those hills. I found a few very promising ledges and colors in
the 1little creeks but nothing I cared to stay with. I had almost made up
my mind to light out the next day. I climed up to the top of a sharp
ridge and looked down into the canyon or valley about one mile and a half
long, and what struck me as singular, it appeared to have no outlet for
the little creek that flowed at the bottom, Afterwards I found that the .
creek entered a ———eeeeo and was lost. After some difficulty I found my
way down to the creek. The water was almost white, the formation for the
most part had been slate formation.Now comes the interesting part. I had
only a small prospecting pan but I found colors at once right at the surface,
and such colors they were. I knew then that I had struck it right at last.
In going up stream I came to a place where the bedrock was bare, and there,
you could hardly believe me, the bedrock was yellow with gold. Some of the
nuggets was as big as walnuts and there were many chunks carrying quartz.
After sizing it up, I saw there was millions stowed around in the little
cracks, On account of the weight I buried part of the gold at the foot
of a large tent shaped rock facing the creek. You can't miss it. There is
a mark cut out in it., Taking with me what I supposed to be ten thcusand
dollars (in gold) but afterwards it proved to be a little over eight thousand
dollars. After three days hard travelling, itwould not have been over two
days good going, but the way was rough and I was not feeling well, I arrived
at the Lake and while resting there was taken sick and have never since
been able to return, and now I fear I never shall. I am alone in the world,
no relatives, no one to look after me for anything. Of course I have never
spoken of this find during all this time for fear of it being discovered.
It has caused me many anxious hours, but the place is so well guarded by
surrounding ridges and mountains that it should not be found for many years,
unless someone knew of it being there. O, how I wish I could go with you to
show you this wonderful place, for I cannot give you any exact directions,
and it may take a year or more to find. Dont give up but keep at it and you
will be repaid beyond your wildest dreams. I believe any further directions
would only tend to confuse it, so I will only suggest further that you go
alone or at least only take one or two trusty Indians to pack food and no
one need know but that you are going on a hunting trip until you find the
place and get everything for yourself, When you find it and I am sure you
will, should you care to see me, advertise in the 'Frisco Exam.,! and if I am
living I will either come to see you, or let you know where to find me,
but once more I say to you, don't fail to look this great property up and
don't give up until you find it. '

Now good bye and may success attend you,
Yours truly, '
W. Jackson
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, Shortly after the Jackson-letter was made public a Frenchman known
only as "Frenchy" set out in search of the lost gold mine of Charley -
Slumach and never’returned. He was found the following Spring dead and
buried in an avalanche.

In the years that followed, hundreds have gone looking for the lost
gold. Some never came back out and some barely made it out with their
lives. No one found the gold.

Then in 1930, an old prospector by the name of Volcanic Brown dis-
appeared after searching for the treasure for more than seven years. A
search party found his camp but no sign of Brown. It appeared as though
he had left his camp expecting to return shortly for all his equipment,

. supplies and even his rifle was there. Also found at Brown's camp was a
jar of high grade nuggets. Tracking dogs were brought in to aid in the
search but to no avail. It was as though he had d1sappeared off the face
of the Earth

The twenty-first victim of the Lost Creek Valley was Alfred Gaspard
a resident of Langley, B.C. who vanished during the Summer of 1958. Prior
to his embarking on this expedition, Gaspard had left instructions to
open his safe if he had not returned by a certain date. When he failed
to come back from the wilderness above Pitt Lake at the alloted time,
his safe was opened and a considerable amount of money was found therein
with instructions that it be used to finance an extensive air and ground
search. This was undertaken but to no avail. Alfred Gaspard was never
located. :

In 1961 an American named Hagbo almost made it. He was found dead
near the shore of Pitt Lake with high grade gold nuggets in his pockets.
Apparently a heart attack had claimed him before he could devulge the
location of his gold bonanza. He was victim number twenty-three.

Since then four more have lost their lives in the search for the |
Lost Creek Valley. I can state, with good reason, that in recent years
the tale of the Lost Creek Valley becomes even more intriguing and tragic
for those that have unwittingly been associated with it. It is easy to
laugh at Charley Slumach's Curse when you are sitting in the comfort.and
safety of your home, but up there in that canyon it is very erie and makes
you wonder, Sometimes, while I was in the canyon I would even get the
impression that I was being watched.

One ironic twist came when I went to visit the family of the people
that had purchased the home that I had grown up in, It is on Glen Drive
in the District of Coquitlam and only a block from Mr. and Mrs.Bergland's
house, who would play a key role in assisting me in locating the canyon.
During a conversation with the gentleman known tc me as Luke, it was re-
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vealed to me that he was in posse51on of a human skull which he had found
on the shore of Pitt Lake some ‘years previously. Luke showed no hesitation
in allowing me to view the skull and take some photographs of it.

A Hair Raising Journey Into thé Unknown

When I was young I was employed as a newspaper delivery boy with the
Columbian Newspaper. My route was small in number, only Fifteen stops,
but covered a fair distance. Each day it would lead me past a small but
immaculately kept white house that was located on, what was then known
as Pipeline Road. I had never had cause to stop and chat with the residents
but it was commonly known that it was here that Mr. and Mrs. Bergland.

An older couple that kept mostly to themselves. Mr, Bergland, the gentle-
man that lived in that house, was rather feared by us young people. When-
- ever we encountered him he would either pay no attention to our spirited
" Hello Mister ", or he would look at us with a sccwl that would send
shivers down my spine.

This man and his wife, as it would later prove, became not only my
cherished friends but were instrumental in my initial location of The
Lost Creek Valley of Pitt Lake.

As I have referred to previously, I had been aware of a book that
was written by a local Mission resident, Charles A, Miller. It is entitled
" The Golden Mountains " and within this book is a rendition of a story
that was related to Mr., Miller by Mr. Bergland with regard to a hair-:
raising journey undertaken by Bergland and his partner at that time, one
Louis Nelson. The year was 1928 and Bergland and Nelson were logging on
Nelson's homestead at Widgeon Creek ( Silver Valley ). Bergland at this
time was a young Norwiegian immagrant with a very keen interest in the
outdoors. . _

At the time there was a semblance of a trail from Gilley's Quarry
northwards along the mountainside, which today is a good gravel logging
road extending further up the valley. There was a great deal of good tim-
ber up in this valley so Bergland and Nelson had formed a partnership
to log what they could of Louis' Homestead.

It was at this time that the two had become acquainted with some
individuals who had told them of their comings and goings related to the
Legend of The Lost Creek Valley of Pitt Lake., So in the Summer of 1928
Bergland and Nelson decided to go on a hunting and prospecting trip any-
where in the general vacinity of where the valley might be. Keep in mind
that there was a Lost Mine upthere somewhere, and generally with the wave
of a hand, encompassed several hundred square miles,
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The two took with them a small pack each, a blanket, a short length
of rope and one .32 calibre rifle. Starting out up Widgeon Creek they
continued for some distance until they came to a tributary creek on'the
east side, up which they climbed,sometimes through the creek-bed itself
or through the majestic stands of giant fir and hemlock, together with
even larger cedar trees, until they reached a ridge atop the mountain
that seperated the valley they had just left with the waters of Pitt Lake
now far below. Well, from here it was all downhill. A descent which called
for great care and concentration. Late afternoon found them at the shore
of Pitt Lake and it was there that they made camp for the night.

They were somewhere opposite Goose Island and after breakfast the
next morning they proceeded north, along the lakeshore until they came
upon Vasey's Logging camp. This was about two miles below DeBeck Creek.

The two men decided to explore this area and commenced the arduous

" climb into the mountains northwest of Pitt Lake. Here the going was often

stopped by abrupt cliffs and almost vertical rock, necessitating a change
of direction, so it was in this manner that they found themselves lost
and would now have to depend on the sun and what other visual landmarks
that they might recognize. .

A day or so later they came to the edge of a small canyon, and here,
while trying to establish a route down into it, Bergland saw a good sized
black bear. Wanting food he shot and wounded it, with the result that
it took after him and at that moment a hugh grizzley appeared lumbering
towards both men. Louis shouted not to shoot the grizzley but the warn-
ing was not heeded by Bergland. He shot at the larger bear,wounding it
also. Louis dissappeared into the saftey of the nearest tree as Bergland
lost his footing and slid down into the canyon below.

The mortally wounded grizzley came upon the wounded black bear, and
considering it his tormentor, commenced to tear, cuff and bite it until
the bear no longer showed signs of life. The last the two men could hear
of the grizzley was it's bawling, fading off into the distance as it lum-
bered it's way down into the canyon.

Louis eventually made his way down to his partner who was bruised
and battered. By now it was getting dark so the two men decided to stay
put for the evening, as they hadn't the slightest idea as to where they
were at this point.

Gathering wood for a fire the next morning, and moving to a more
sheltered location from the wind that came up the canyon, they scraped
away the moss and debris from behind a pyramid shaped rock and found the
ashes of a former campfire there. Looking about more closley, they now

discovered axe cuts, marks and blazes on various trees in the area, but

little else to indicate that they were not the first visitors to the area.
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With the aid of a stout stick and a sandle made out of a piece of
his partnerds pack sack, the two men made their way downstream. They
noticed that some prospecting work had been done and also some distance
lower down the small stream, in the bottom, it disappeared into a subter-
rainean channel underground,

It was in this manner that they spent the rest of the day choosing
alternate routes to try to get out of the canyon. As evening started to
fall upon them the were able to catch a glimpse of a lake, further to the
west and far below them, so it was in this direction that they decided
to head the next day.

Bergland, despite his bad fall, was able to stand up to the riggors
of the mountainous terrain better than his older partner, Louis. As time
passed and the men hadn't eaten, they were forced to eat bark, roots and
grasses to assuage their hunger.

Eventually they made their way down to the small lake and, looking
around and locating some small cedar logs laying on the beach they began
to fashion a raft with the aid of a short rope, some vines and some strips
of cedar bark. once this task was completed they floated out onto the
lake but befor they were halfway across the raft started to break up so
Bergland had to get into the icy water while Louis stayed afloat on what
was left of the makeshift raft. Bergland swam and pushed until they reached
the shore of the lake to where a small creek was flowing out of the lake.

They made the saftey of the beach with Bergland more dead than alive,
who had to be dragged ashore by Louis who quickly got a good fire going.
Here they remained overnight and in the morning they gathered up some
berries and began to make their way down the small stream. They hadn't
the slightest idea of where they were going but at least it was downhill,
A1l the way down they came upon an abundance of blueberries and red huckle-
berries of which they ate as much as their stomachs could hold. This was
not such a good idea as their stomachs could not hold such a mass of highly
acidic food and they could not keep it down.

Now, proceeding down further they could see a lake off in the distance,
which they would later learn was Coquitlam Lake., Upon arriving at the
lakeshore they noticed that there was an island out in the lake and a little
off to their right. From here the two men walked south, along the shore
until they came upon a gatehouse. At this point they traversed an iron -
bridge and on to the earth filled dam which there was no problem crossing.
It was here that the two ragged, beaten and half starved adventurers came
upon a group of B.C.Electric Company employees having a picnic. The pick-
nickers stood in complete silence as the two men approached.
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Although the picnic party had eaten nearly all of the lunch, there
was still a sandwhich or two in sight and without a word Bergland approached
one of the ladies and held out:both hands in silence. The lady immediately
placed two sandwhiches therein, Bergland turned and gave both sandwhiches
to Louis, with the lady exclaiming, " Oh look, he's giving both the sand- -
whiches to his father ". Fortunately a search of the baskets turned up
some remaining portions of food, which were consumed with gusto by both
of the partners.

It was with much difficulty that the two men related their terrible
ordeal, and once they were told where they were, one of the picnickers
drove them down Pipeline Road to the Lougheed Highway. From this point
they walked along the Highway until they came to Coast Meridian Road,
followed it north until they came to Gilley's Trail and then on back to
the Homestead at Silver Valley. ,

- It was not until some years later that Bergland had learned of the
Jackson Letter, with the result that all further attempts that he made
to return were thwarted for one reason or another. .

This story has been related to me verbatum by Ragnar Bergland and
I have no doubts whatsoever as to the accuracy or authenticity of it.
From this I can only conclude that Ragnar Bergland and his partner, Louis
Nelson had stood in the exact same location as did Jackson when he had
found his treasure.

THE COMMON DENCMINATOR

By now it became obvious to me that I had the common denomihator.
If I was going to continue my research into the Lost Creek Valley of Pitt
~ Lake it was imperative that I pay a visit to Mr. and Mrs. Bergland.

Upon my arrival at their residence on Westwood Street in Coquitlam
I was greeted most cordially and it wasn't long before my initial hesita-
tions were smoothed over by the friendly atmosphere created by these two
people. Since that first meeting I have become good friends with Marg
and Berg and have visited them quite consistently over the past years.

Berg and I talk quite often about the Lost Creek Valley and while
listening to his descriptions it becomes very obvious that all the land-
marks and locations that he relates about the area correspond with the
landmarks and locations that are described in the Jackson Letter.

I requested of Berg at that original meeting in 1974 that he show
me on his topographical map where he believed the canyon to be located.
He did this for me and I later chartered a small plane, flew over the
canyon and took a number of photographs. '

g
Qi
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It was June 1975 and the canyon was covered in ice and snow, so it
was obvious that in order to venture into this valley it would have to
be in an autum preceeded by a ‘hot, dry summer and that summer to have
been preceeded by a mild winter, so as to deminish the amount of ice and
snow that I would have to contend with. In the meantime Berg had assured
me that I was searching in the right canyon and this kept my spirits rather
high.

FIRST ATTEMPT - CAN 'T GET OFF THE GROUND

My occupation as a Boilermaker is very dependant on the heavy con-
struction industry which takes me to various locations throughout British
Columbia and the Yukon. When a contractor has a job to perform, that con-
tractor will contact our organization for certain qualified men and, if
I am called, I must go out to wherever that particular job might be.It
was in this manner that I came to know Graham Campbell, another Boiler-
maker working on the tank we were building. The site was in Chilliwack
and we were both commuting from Port Coquitlam.so we. declded to r1de to-
gether,

As we got to know each other a little better the subject of the Lost
Creek Valley came up and was discussed in depth, As Graham was becoming
more and more interested in the subject I decided to invite him on an
expitition into the Lost Creek Valley of Pitt Lake. Our plan was to char-
ter a small float plane at Pitt Meadows Airport and fly into Widgeon Lake.
From there we would hike to the northern ridge, follow the ridge for some
distance until we came to the small canyon, and then search for a route
down into it and hopefully locate the famous tent-shaped rock..

September arrived without fanfare and we made arraingements with
Alt Air aviation at Pitt Meadows. The pilot was in agreement with our
plan. On the monday morning that we were to leave I met Graham at the
dock where the plane was moored but the pilot was not around. It was 7:30a.m.
and we were eagerly anticipating this trip, but when the pilot finally
arrived he brought bad news. Widgeon Lake was fogged in and he -could not
attempt a landing. It was this same depressing news that we were to re-
_ceive each day for the next five days. Consequently the trip had to be
called off for we both have families to support and we were being called
back to work.

Since that failed attempt Graham and I have drifted apart only to
come across each other on the odd job, he on night shift and I on day
shift.

The more that I thought about it the more it became quite evident
that the only reliable way to get into the Lost Creek Valley was by the
use of & helicopter. To risk hiking in could prove fatal to the inexperienced
mountaineer such as myself,
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SECOND ATTEMPT -.SUCCESS !

As the months went by I purchased a used welding rig and made a vig-
erous attempt to put myself to work. It was my hope to fill the void between
jobs as a Boilermaker. Well, as a result of this little business venture
on my part, I was called to repair a steel spar tree that was owned by
Len Kersly of Stave Lake Logging.This was a small logging contractor that
was operating in the Mission area, Stave Lake to be more precise.

While working on the tower I was introduced to the small crew that
was employed on that sight. One man, Jack Johnson of Mission, began to
discuss the Lost Creek Gold Mine of Pitt Lake and as we know by now, this
was right up my alley.

We got to know each other a little better, one thing led to another
and Jack expressed an interest in taking a trip into the Valley that I.
had described to him, I was certainly game so we arrainged a helicopter
with Trans West Helicopters of Pitt Meadows. On the September morning that
we were to leave, we were introduced to our Pilot, Jim Collins, a Veitnam -
Veteran that had flown helicopters in Veitnam for five years. During his
time there he had been shot down on three different occaisions, each time
he had managed to escape without injuries,.

_ Well, by the time that we were ready to 1ift off the ceiling had
dropped too low and we were forced to abandon our attempt for the day.
Disappointed but not deterred we made plans to try again the following
day, Sunday.This attempt was more fruitful and we were able to take off
and successfully fly into the canyon. :

Putting the helicopter down was a touchy situation but with Mr. Collins'
skill he managed to locate a small meadow just large enough to set down
in, It was here, approximately five hundred yards up from the falls,’.
that we were able to off-load our gear for the journey ahead of us. We
both stood clear and Collins flew the machine up and out of sight. For
a moment we could hear the sound of the machines blades fading off in the
distance and then, complete silence. The canyon was awesome, solid rock
walls towered above us two and three thousand feet straight up. and giant
bolders littered the floor of the canyon. Small meadows dotted the valley
next to the creek that runs down the centre of it. We were not but five.
hundred feet up from a small lake that, at the far end, dumped out over
a thousand foot drop. What we were after though, was upstream from our
present location.

Up we climbed, over bolders, through thick underbrush and over ice-
flows, Some distance further up the valley I noticed that I could no longer
hear the sound of the small stream that was at this point running deeply
under the mass of bolders. It was, in fact, at this point that the stream
was flowing far beneath us in a subterrainean channel.
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Jack and I had spread out and we were making our way slowly up the
valley when I came upon a large ice-flow that had an opening in it where
the stream was flowing out. The opening was just big enough for me.to
crawl into on my hands and knees. I did this while Jack stayed on the out-
side just in case anything was to happen, :

The further I progressed the larger the cave got until I came to
an area that was huge. I could stand upright and take in the entire spec-
ticle of this large ice room. Standing in the cold stream and looking
around, the light that was entering through the thinner ice on the ceiling
eluminated the room with a beautiful blue-green color like I had never
seen bafore,or since for that matter.

There, at my feet, was lying a large chunk of broken, twisted Aluminum
constructed with a multitude of rivets. It was obvious to me that what
I was looking at was a piece of a large aircraft that must have crashed
somewhere further up the Canyon. I picked it up and took it out of the
ice-cave to show to Jack. ‘

As I emerged from the cave with this piece of metal, Jack called to
me to come over to where he was and see the piece of aluminum that he had
found. Where this plane was could have been anybody's guess but I at first
thought that it was under an ice-flow upstream from us.

A rest period followed and then we started back down to where the
helicopter was to meet us later in the afternoon. All the while we were
unable to locate the pyramid shaped rock. It was a mutual agreement between
Jack and myself that some of the reasons that we did not locate the elusive
rock was: #1) We hadn't been able to search for a long enough period of

time. :
#2) It could have been hidden out of sight under an ice-flow.
#3) It could have very well been buried under one of the huge
rockslides that have occured over the last sixty years.

A number of the rock slides have moss coverings and some are bare,
indicating that they are the most recent occurances.

We arrived back at the pick up point early so we decided to go down
to the small lake to have a look-see.It was here at the lake that Jack
and I found a few pieces of rusted out cooking utensils, but not much
of é)my'bhing else., More crystal clear water I have not seen, ( Damn cold
too). ' : ‘

Our pick up time was to be at 5:30 p.m. but it was now 5:50 p.m.
and still no sign of Jim Collins,At 6: p.m. we could hear the faint sound
of helicopter blades chopping off in the far distance, then it faded away.
A few minutes later we could once again hear it and again it faded away.
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Jack decided to roll out some tissue paper in the shape of a large
" H " out in the meadow. This completed we again could hear the sound

"of the helicopter in the distance, except this time it got louder and

louder until finally it appeared over the cliffs and landed amidst the
flurry of flying tissue paper.

Once aboard the Hughes 500 we buckled up our seat belts, lifted off
slowly at first, then turned 180 degrees and flew over the small lake
downstream and out over the cliff that the water was cascading down. From
our position at this point we could look back and see the door-way to the
canyon fast disappearing behind us.

On the flight home I remarked to Jack that I would try again to
return to the Valley in order to do a more extensive search in hopes.of
solving some of the mysteries of the Lost Creek Valley. Jack agreed but
we have not kept in touch and have gone our seperate ways.

Footnote: '
Jim Collins, our helicopter pilot on this venture, would later

loose his life at the controls of a helicopter while engaged in fighting
a forest fire in Ontario.

A CLOSE CALL

My next trip into the Lost Creek Valley of Pitt Lake came a year

later. This time it was with my sisteris husband, Stan Titanich,

- Sally and Stan Titanich live in Kelowna where Stan is employed as
an operator for a logging contractor and it was here that he had heard
some stories of the legendary Lost Gold Mine of Pitt Lake. He was aware
of my first trip into the Lost Creek Valley and had requested that I take
him along the next time that I was going to attempt a venture in.Thus
plans were made to conduct a return trip in September, 1979.

Again, arraingements were made with Trans West Helicopters at Pitt
Meadows to charter a Hughes 500D, a machine that was a little more man-
ouverable than the Hughes 500 that we had used on our first trip in. This
would enable us to get into the tight spots with a little more stability.

It was a Saturday in late September and the weather was perfect when
we left Pitt Meadows in the early morning. . The plan was that the pilot
was to land us in the canyon and then remain there until wWe were ready .-
to leave later in the afternoon. ’

After further consultation with Berg, I was assured that I was search-
ing in the correct area so on this basis I guided the pilot to the Valley
Door. We flew past this landmark and much further up the canyon than we
did on our previous trip the year before. Once the pilot had located a
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small landing area he put the machine down and shut down the engine, We
had to wait far the rotors to stop turning before we disembarked because
the helicopter was sitting on an angle to the right and if we had of got
out while the machine was running, we would have certainly been mashed

up by the whirling blades.

o

I left immediately on my own and headed straight to the location
where the tent-shaped rock was supposed to be. Stan and the pilot went
off in a different direction because Stan was looking for a different
landmark that he was lead to believe was near the Motherlode., It was only
minutes later that I came to the spot in the creek where it flowed from
above ground into a subterrainean channel. Upstream from this point the
bedrock was bare, and it was here that, after removing the thick moss
that was covering the giant rocks, I found quartz veins traveling in a1l
different directions. In the quartz there was :some colors, but one could #
not determine what they were as they were SO minute.

Mulling over -the situation at hand I soon-realized that a colassal -
rockslide had rumbled down and over the spot where the elusive tent shaped
rock was to have been. The slide was about four hundred and fifty feet
wide at the bottom,[ it's widest point.] A slight growth of moss had rooted
in the dust build up that had .occured over the years. I believe that the

- tent shaped rock is under this area. '

i So, what did we have that was positive in nature? Well we did manage
f@ to locate the spot where the bedrock was bare, and we found the place
where the small stream runs underground and is lost. It is here, where the
bedrock is bare, that the valley takes a north-westerly twist. Up to this
point the valley runs in an east-west direction.

I could see Stan and the pilot far up the canyon crossing the stream
from one side to the other so I decided to follow them. In our excitement
none of us had noticed that the weather was rapidly turning sour.

Once it was pointed out, the pilot became quite concerned and made
the decision to make a dash for the helicopter, which was by now a few
hundred feet below our location and out of sight. Just as he was leaving
he directed Stan and I to a small flat area up above us and told us to
remain there until he could fly up and pick us up. : ‘ :

By this time the rain was pelting down on us as we watched the pilot
disappear over the ridge just below. Stan and T found a spot up against
a large bolder in which we could take some shelter from the wind that :
was whistling up the canyon., Standing quite still we could see that there , i
was snow mixed in with the rain and that the clouds were now dropping L
down at a quickening pace. ' ' .

We stayed put for what seemed like an eternity, but was actually only
about fourty minutes when we heard the blades chopping the wind as the
helicopter rose up over the crest, only yards from us.
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The pilot managed to put one of the skids on a rock while he hovered
the helicopter as best as he could while Stan climbed into the back and
I got into the front. .

By now the clouds were down over the rotors and we had not yet lifted
off. It was also impossible to gain any altitude at this point so the
pilot lifted off only inches, turned the machine one hundred and eighty
degrees and started to fly down the canyon. At this point we were incased
in clouds and he was flying blind. Seconds later we were able to see the
canyon floor and the race was on to beat the clouds that were chasing
us out of the Valley.

We just barely skimmed across the small lake at the bottom of the
valley but at this point our worst fears were realized. The doorway to
the valley was socked in, It was for sure that we could not go back, we
could not land nor could we gain any altitude so he took a heading straight
ahead through the thick clouds. ‘

It was only momehts after the machine was engulfed in the clouds
when the pilot put the helicopter into a steep drop hoping that he was
clear of the rock face that led to the canyon door.

Well it worked and we found ourselves staring at the green water of
Pitt Lake far below. It wasn't until we were down to a safe altitude and
away from the mountains that I could breathe a sigh of relief. Stan had
not been able to locate the landmark that he was hoping to, and I was
beginning to have second thoughts., , ’ ‘

After this trip I decided to take the pieces of twisted aluminum
out of storage and have it looked at by someone from Transport Canada
in hopes that it could be identified. Subsequently the Ministry told me
that what I had found were pieces of a Mitchel B-25 Bomber. An-aircraft
that was commonly used by Canada in the Second World War. The thing that
I found strange was that there was no further interest towards this air-
craft on their part. But now the Ministry of Veterans Affairs is interested
in the aircraft. More on that later.

A DEAL GONE SOUR

<

Enter Edward.Fleming, professional prospector and'Henry Sméets,- »
business entrepraneur. I must relate this part of my story with respect
‘because both of these men have since passed away in seperate accidents.

' The story picks up again in February of 1980. A local newspaper had
printed a story about my adventures in the Lost Creek Valley of Pitt Lake
and a resident of Maple Ridge, Henry Smeets, had read the story and had
contacted me with regard to this matter. It was agreed that Henry would
come to my house and we would discuss this further. ‘
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Henry came over and we discussed an offer with respect to the location
of the Lost Creek Valley. He had said that he was representing himself
Edward Fleming and one Dermot Fahey, the latter of which I was never to
meet. Henry suggested that I draw up a contract that stated that in return
for me devulging the exact location of the Lost Creek Valley to him and
his people, I would receive fourty percent of the proceeds of any trans-
actions, whether it was from actual mining of the property or from the
sale of the claims, Henry and his partners were to pay for the staking
of and any expenses incurred in the developement of the claims,

I did draw up the agreement and on March 2, 1980.Henry Smeets and
Edward Fleming came to my house, read the agreement and signed it. The
originals of which I still have to this day.

The three of us then proceeded to Ed Fleming's Lake Anphibion Air-
plane which was at the Pitt Meadows Airport. We took off and flew out
over Pitt Lake and then turned and went up and above the Lost Creek Valley.
Once I pin-pointed the exact location out to the two men I was addressed
by Ed Fleming saying, " I already have this area staked.™ He told me that
what I had just shown him was nothing new to him.

] Now I had to face the realization that I had been used. This inci-
dent, needless to say, left me quite disheartened with respect to the
entire situation. After this episode I put the whole issue of the Lost
Creek Valley of Pitt Lake on the back burner so to speak, and went about
my business of earning a living.

Five months later a story in the local newspaper stated that the
recent victim of a drowning at Pitt Lake was none other than Edward
Fleming. As the story goes, Ed Fleming had flown his airplane up to Pitt

' Lake, landed and tied the plane up at the shore. At some point while he
was on shore he noticed that the plane had broken from it's moorage and
drifted out on the lake. Ed began to swim out to retrieve the plane but
to no avail, he drowned before he could reach it. '

Ed's death was o&& in one sense because from all accounts from people
that knew him, he was in good physical condition and was an avid swimmer,

Given this sudden turn of events I took it upon myself to do a little
investigating with respect to these claims that were supposedly staked
in the Lost Creek Valley area. I took a trip down to the Mineral Recording
Office in Vancouver and had the lady there furnish me with the status
of the area in question. Much to my surprise I found that the entire Lost
Creek Valley had been staked by Edward Fleming on March 19, 1980, more -
than two weeks after I had revealed it's location to him and Henry Smeets.
I contacted Henry Smeets with regard to this new discovery on my part
and all he did was Um + Ah about it, suggesting that I might wish to con-
tact a lawyer about it. This is exactly what I did and the matter was
then followed up legally.
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A Mysterious Twist of Fate

%b Thomas Spraggs is a deyer that owns his own practise in Port Cog- 3f
i uitlam, B.C. I originally met Tom through my father, Robert Boileau, who - P
is involved in the Real Estate Business in the Coquitlam area.

Tom can also take credit for his achievements in the field of Civil
Engineering, his involvement in Federal Politics and the fact that he
i1s a certified pilot and has been for quite some time, as it is true that
he served Canada in the Air Force some years ago. At present he is the
owner of a twin engine Navajo airplane that he keeps at Pitt Meadows,

T related to him the specifics of the Henry Smeets, Edward Fleming
deal he questioned me quite extensively about the overall situation.
After some serious discussion we got around to the subject of the crashed
airplane that I believed was somewhere up in the canyon. I told him that
up until the present time, the downed aircraft had been as elusive to
me as the tent-shaped rock had been.-

Now I must revert to a story that was told to me by Ragnar Bergland's
wife, Margaret, about a friend of her's that was working for Trans Canada
Airlines in 1948 when the plane she was on vanished on it's approach to
Vancouver Airport. An extensive search failed to turn up any evidence -
as to where the plane was or what had happened to it. The final conclusions
were that the Lockheed Loadstar had gone down in the Strait of Georgia
; or that it had crashed into one of the many smaller lakes that are on
q§ ‘the approach path to Vancouver. Some even speculated that the plane may
; have gone down in a huge snow drift up in the local mountains and was
covered in snow before search and rescue people could spot it.

T was able to verify this story by going to the Vancouver Public
Library and searching through the newspaper accounts of the time that
Margaret had said that this happened. Sure enough, there it was in black
and white. But also while I was searching the newspapers I came across
a different story that dealt with a missing Air Force Flying Boxcar that
was also lost on it's approach to Vancouver in 1953.

As the story goes, there was a Mitchel B-25 Bomber that had been
used after the war to haul military cargo from one point to another in
Canada. Well one went down on it's approach to Vancouver and it was car-
ring some fairly expensive cargo. Eight hundred thousand dollars in cash
in order to pay the Armed Forces personnel on the West Coast and a further
eight hundred thou and dollars worth of Gold Boulion, The story has it
that the aircraft has never been found.

Upon considering the forgoing information, Tom and I decided that P
we would both take a trip back into the Lost Creek Valley and see if we L
could locate this elusive airqraft. :
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I made arraingments with Trans West once again to fly the two of
us back to the Valley that I cqntinually refer to in this book. It was
October of 1980 and the weather was beautiful so we had no problems in
taking off and flying up into the Pitt Lake area. From here we turned
and headed up DeBeck Creek and as we gained altitude the clouds were coming
doen from the mountain ridges toward us. Realizing that this was not a '
safe situation, the pilot put the helicopter into a steep left bank and
managed to turn the machine around soO We could fly back out. Once turned
around, to our amazement, the clouds had now come in from behind us and
had dropped right down to the trees. We were once again in a precarious
situation so the pilot put the machine into another steep left turn bank
and began to circle in ever tighter turns. There was no place to go and
no place to land. Suddenly I caught a glimpse of a piece of blue sky and
I pointed this out to the pilot. with the flip of his wrist he turned
the helicopter over on it's right side and we leaped up into the only
opening in sight. , }

Astonishingly we were now in the Lost Creek Valley. What a fluke of
good luck. We landed in the same general area that Stan and I had landed
on my last trip, where we were able to unload our gear and agree to a-
pick up time. Tom and I removed ourselves to a safer location in order
for the pilot to fly his helicopter up and out of the canyon.

~ Even though Tom was made aware of the terrain that layed ahead of
us, he found himself amazed at the granduer of the canyon. Cliffs tower
straight up more than three thousand feet from the canyon floor, the wind
whistles up between the staunch sentinals and jce is on the southern slopes
of the canyon walls. It is a magnificent sight.

We climbed, crawled and scaled our way up, first over one ridge and
then another, between huge bolders and across narrow ledges. This struggle
continued for more than four hours when we had almost made up our mind
to turn back. Just at the edge of a large ice flow we rested and took
some time to gaze at the mountain ridges that were still up ahead of us.
This location was well above the tree 1ine and all-that lay ahead was
bolders and ice. ' .

While contemplating our next move I noticed a sparkle of light that
came from the crest of the mountain. I pointed this out to Tom and he
took my rifle, 1ooked through the scope and "Voila", we had located the
main body of the aircraft. I took the rifle from Tom and viewed the spot
myself. Yes, there it was, a large wing section draped over the very top
of the mountain ridge. :

Turning back was now out of the question. We stepped up our pac'e,
switchbacked our way up the ice flow that layed ahead and climbed over
the bolders that seperated us from the downed airplane. v
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As we traversed the final rock obstacle it all came into view.
Right at our feet lay a huge Mitchel B-25 Bomber. The Canadian Air Force ,
insignias on the wings and the fusalage were staring us in the face. It
was quite obvious that given the condition of the aircraft, that there o
could not possibly have been any survivors. The cock-pit section was par- i
tially buried under some jce and snow but the remainder of the plane was ‘
completely exposed to the elements. '

I took a number of photographs of the different sections of the air-
craft and then we began a detailed search of the wreckage. Keep in mind
that we could not gain access to the main section of the fusalage because
it had completely collapsed into itself. However, there was no problem
surveying the remainder of the wrecage.

Off to one side, but very close to the main body, was evidence of a |
small fire, Here we found remnants of parachutes, jackets, boots and suit-
cases. The rest of the aircraft was as clean and shiney as the day it
rolled off the assembly line. :

The huge wings were broken off* the fusalage and the two large engines !
were seperated from the wings, complete with propellers intact. A1l of i
these mechanical parts were not scattered over a wide area but were, in i
fact, very close together, considering the size of the aircraft and the
speed that it must have been traveling when it hit the ridge. I

[ My opinion is that the plane came down in a normal horizontal glide g:
and that it did not blow apart on impact. Most of the year round the wreck-
age 1ies buried under the ice and snow and remains obscured from view.

Neither I nor the Armed Forces can locate any records of this aircraft. ] i

Tt was getting late so Tom and I started to head back down to the i
canyon floor and as we started our descent we decided to walk the ridge |
for a short distance and take in the view. A view like this is a rare
sight indeed. At 6,400" we stood and savoured every moment until time i
would no longer allow us to remain.

We found no gold or cash,.but then again we were unable to gain access
into the main cargo compartment of the plane so to this day I cannot say
what may still be in the wreckage. As for Tom Spraggs, well he had a good
time but he does not believe that it would be financially feasable to
make an attempt to retrieve whatever may be hidden inside. -

Tt was beginning to get quite interesting, the fact that this valley
has claimed so many lives of people that have been associated with it.
Henry Smeets, the second man in the Ed Fleming deal was killed in late
August, 1984 when the plane that he was piloting crashed just after take-
off from a remote lake in the Yukon. His son, Michael, was injured but
did survive ’

Could there be an old Indian Curse on this Lost Creek Valley of Pitt Lake?
If you go in search of it, "BEWARE". :
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Production and Marketing Branch

Plant Protection Division,
767 5ir John Carling Bldg.,
OTTAWA, KlA OC5

¢

August 20, 1974,

Director of Parks,

Department of Lands, Forests and
Water Resources,

Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B.C.

Dear Sir:

ks a former resident and active forest survey officer in
British Columbia, I came to know many areas of your province very well.
During forest survey work, I became interested in minerals anfl for several
years carried a proppector's licence., - :

My work in Ottawa has continued to involve me in surveys
in all prpvinces. During one such survey I took a couple of days for:=
hiking and have discovered a very startling find. I have kept my
information entirely secret because of its location and value and would
like it that way until something concrete develops.

The find I estimate at a value of well over one billion
dollars, probably as high as twenty. However, it is within the borders
of a provincial park. Would it be possible to obtain a special permit
to enter the park and remove surface samples for analysis and evaluation?

If this is to be pursued further this year, there is some
urg-ncy, as weather conditions and terrain make winter travel very
difficult and dangerous. Would you please forward as scon as possible
some indication of what your department might feel regarding the
issuing of such a special permit. Samples could then be cbtained and
the matter teken from there. I realize there are many things involved
buy cannot see that the removal of a few surface samples for analysis could
affect the value of the park. Further considerations could be weighed
after the analysis and evaluation of the find.

I doubt if anyone has ever had tq sit on anything like this
before! : B f; '

Yours truly,

G. Stuart Brown
Supervisor, Surveys Sectiom
¢ Plant Protection Division

P.S. Please reply to my home address: 2713 Morberry Crescent, ttawa; Ont.
‘ ~ Kiv 6N3-




beg
l!‘l7 f

58

: % €. - -
_ S cL “"VHEN REPLYING 2 7
- ST T e -EASE QUOTE FILE Ne=o 06T/ .
: THE GOVERNMENT OF
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DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND CONSERVATION
PARKS BRANCH
' - V8W 2Y9

Victoria, B.C.

August 29, 1974

Mr. G. Stuart Brown
2713 Norberry Crescent,
‘Ottawa, Ontario K1V 6N3

Dear Sir:

Thank you for your letter of August 20, 1974 regarding your

application for a Park Use Permit fo prospect and remove samples
from a Provincial Park. :

Enclosed please find a Policy Statement approved'by the
Minister on March 1, 1973 which states the following: )

"Effective January 1, 1973, prospecfing for minerals and
the registration of new mineral claims shall not be authorized
or permitted within any Provincial Park"

Accordingly, we cannot approve your request.

(e few Al . . . Yours very truly,
: Fﬁﬁo‘@%g .
. 4@{; R: H. Ahrens,
O : Director
BYEras
,ﬂ %ﬁf%'{‘%
-~ R. Lowrey,
5 Chief of Management

Encl.
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ey ‘ 3. Where a free miner cemﬁcale is 1ssued it is valid from the begmmng of the
: day on which the apphcatron was recewed until the end of the day it is expressed to

expnre
1977.54-3.

Reglster may be searched

4. On payment of the prescnbed fee, a person may have searched the register of
free miner certificates and obtain a written report respecting the presence or absence of
‘a particular name or certificate on the register. ' ‘

‘ . 1977-54-4. ‘

Failure to renew certificate

- 5. Failure to renew a free mmer certificate does not affect ntle to mining ’

property.
1977-54-5.

Land on which free miner may enter

(1) Subject to this section, a free miner may enter
(a) Crown land and land in which minerals are reserved to the Crown and
: prospect and explore for, locate, mine and produce minerals; and
- (b) land in which gold or silver is reserved to the Crown and prospect and
o explore for, locate, mine and produce gold or silver.
(2) The right of entry under subsection (1) does not extend to
T (a) land czcupied by a building;
~ (b) the curtilage of a dwelling house;
(c) orchard land;
(d) land under cultivation; or
(e) land lawfully occupied for mining purposes other than placer mining.
1977-54-6,

exploration in parks ‘without consent

},{'7. Notwithstanding an Act, agreement, free miner certificate, rnmeral clarm

mining lease or licence, no person shall locate, prospect or_explore for, mine or
produce minerals in a park created under an Act unless authorlzeé By the ¥ ieutenant

- Governor in Council on the recommendation of the person, corporation or government

that is responsible for the park..

1977-54-7.

‘Prohibitory orders

8. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order. prohibit a free miner

_from locating or recording a mineral claim on land specified in the order in respect of
all minerals or a pamcu!ar mineral specified in the v.der, either absolutely or subject to
- conditions specified in the order. :
1977-54-8.
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'~the reclstration of nem uln-ral cla i
rmitted within an; Provin

2. Effective from tha da;s,o‘ this shat,m nt, no permit to
‘mine or conduct oparations in connaction with mining ox
providing accass to, Oxr zccommodations at, 2 mine, shall
be issuad. until tha applicant has complied with the pro-—
visions of tha Park Act (Sec. 25) and demonstrated con—

. clusively-that lssuance of the permit is not detrimental:

. to the rascraationzl values of the park invalved. '
3. PffecLiva from the date of this statement the Director, .
arks B*anvn, is rsguired to apply the provisions of the

'Park Act (S=c. 25) and Provincial Parks Regulations, 1970,

{(Sec. 3) to insure that, bafore any mining cperxation is -
anthorized in any park, an appropriate restoracion. fund

ls,d=UOSWLed by tha applican; and that, at termination

of every op2 ration appropriate reStorat* on is provided

'by the operzator. ' Lo B

4. No.pﬁrﬂf‘ authorizing surrace works in coanaction with.

- mining developmant in any park shall ba issua2d bafore
it has bzan detezmined tLat it is’ lmp:actical; at the
time, to acguire, by purc: hzse or other m2ans, on behalf
of wtHe Cr c¢1, the mineral rights ‘and othexr interasts
,11v01vad- ‘ '

Approved: eEZ >z L=y ST
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(713 Norberry Cres,
votawa, KIV 6N3,
September 24, 1974,

Honorable Leo T, Nimsick,

Minister of Mines & Betroleum Resources,
Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B. C.

Honorable Sir,

As a former resident and gctive forest survey officer
in British Columbia I came to know many areas of your province
vezy well, During forest survey work I became interested in
minerals gnd for several years carried a prospectors licence,

My work in Ottawa has continued to involve me in survey
work in all provinces but it was not until this summer that I
was able to take time to investigate properly certain locations
in which T had previously been interested. To be brief, I have
come up with some extremely startling results which have shaken
me thoroughly.

There is one problem., The particular spot of extreme
interest is within the econfines of one of your provincial parks
and prospecting, removal of samples, and mine development is
therefore against the law, '

I do not wish in any way to flout the laws of the province
S0 am writing to you. My request is that T be able to bring out
loose surface samples o0 you and then have the situation dis-
cussed with your eabinet, For emphasis T would estimate that
there is over twenty billion dollars involved, much of it loose
on the surface, Appearances indicate much more, even to hundreds
of billions gnd this could make the Klondike and Cariboo appear
like peanuts,

- Please above all else keep this confidential for several
regsons. If news breazks hordes of people will be in there and
you will lose control. Moreover, I could have removed $100,000
egsily in one trip (50 1bs. = 800 oz, pure) with little risk of
being caught., If T could, so eould others and few would honor
the law gs outlined (see” underlined above), Please communicate
with me only through my home address. My office mail is pre-
opened by staff before reaching my desk gnd T would prefer the
whole situation remain confidential between us until I can
produce samples to prove my find. Things can in this way then
proceed in a legal manner.

Regardless of the above the news will make headlines
when it breaks, and it will#$ When the news media gets it things
will go wild., T am only human and the fame of such an event is
too much to pass up!

Can you get me a permit to bring out loose sanmples? If
so, will you®?

Sincerely
G. Stuart Brown
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September 30th, 1974.

Mr. G. Stuart Brown,
2713 Norberry Crescent,
OTTAWA, Ont.

K1V 6N3

Dear Mr. Brown:

I have for acknowledgement receipt
of your letter dated September 24th regarding certain
mineral findings in the province of British Columbia.

I do not know how sure you are about
your findings and the. value you place on them. Therefore,
it would be impossible for me to give you a permit unless
I had much more information regarding both yourself ‘and
the area from which you wish to obtain samples. You will
understand that the staking of claims in provincial parks
has now been curtailed. '

I would appreciate knowing how many
years ago it was that you worked as a Forest Service Officer
in British Columbia. Prior to the present Government coming
into power, claim staking was allowed in parks, but as I
stated above, this is no longer possible.

Yours sincerely,

Leo T. Nimsick,
MINISTER.

NP
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<7 1lo ROTrperry LUres,,
Ottawa, K1V 6N3,
Octotr ~ 24, 1974,

Honorable Leo T, Nimsick,

Minister of Mines & Petroleum Resources,
Parliament Buildings,

Vietoria, B. C,

Honorable Sir,

I have reread my létter of September 24 and your answer
of September 30 regarding staking of miineral claims and removal
of samples from provincial parks in British Columbia.

A My purpose in writing to you at that time was to 8btain
permission to remove loose surface samples and bring them to
you as proof of the find and as a basis from whieh further
developments might progress. I have offered to keep this con-
fidential until T delivered these samples to you and thereafter
as long as necessary to set up suitable controls %o prevent
pilfering and what might be chaos resulting in the loss of
lives, It is apparent to me that I have been unable to impress
on_you the significance of the find, If the information I have
given you with the general idea of the location were released
to the publie I doubt if your laws would in any way be respected,

I have, therefore, no intention of releasing to anyone
any further information on the subjeet and will proceed as
circulsstances dictate at the time each deecision is necessary.

I fully realize that in your position you cannot afford to make
mistakes and it is for this reason that I have agreed to keep
this confidential until your government ean agree on a course
of aetifn, If you wish to issue me permission to collect and
bring representative samples to wou I am willing to do this
still, If this permission is not forthcoming matters will
develop anyway, but in a less controlled manner. T think I have
been most considerate so far in keeping things under control
but this can only be a matter of time. :

Yours very truly,

G. Stuart Browvm
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November 5th, 1974.

Mr. G. Stuart Brown,
2713 Norberry Crescent,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

K1V 6N3

Dear Mr. Brown:

I am writing in addition to the letter
sent to you by my office secretary, Mrs. Halisheff, on
October 29th in reply to your letter of October 24th.

All I can say is that the law states
quite definitely that the staking of claims in parks is
not allowed, and whether or not your flnd is valuable, you
would not be able to stake a clalm. v

The reason I asked you for the location
of the area was not to let the information out to the

‘public, but to have some idea of the location. But since

you cannot release this 1nformatlon, I do not think I could
be of any further assistance.

Yours sincerely,

Leo T. Nimsick,
MINISTER.
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’13 MNorberry Cres.,
Ottawa XK1V 6113,
ovember 15, 1974,

Iionorable Leo T. Nimsick,

liinister of Ilines & Petroleum Resources,
Parliement Buildings,

Victoria, B, C.

Honorable Sir,

This will have reference %o previous correspondence
between us regarding removal of samples from IFrovincial parks
in British Columbia,

Tt is quite apparent to me thst you have not read my
previous letter®x correctly for at no time did I régquest S
pernission to stake a mineral claim within any park or even
within the Province of British Columbia. Vhat I did request
was permission to remove and bring to your department
sufficient samples, which are loose ofi the surface, for :
analysis to prove the existence and value of the find, From
that point in time we eould discuss what might follow in the
development of the find and what your government might do in
the way of controlling access and abuse of the area. ‘
I am beginning to Teel that perhaps I am being too
honest with you. However, I have considerable experience
in other provinces in the removal of biological specimens
and, in certain instances I have been asked to cobtain
written permission from the Minister to set insezt traps
for detection purposes, If this applies to insects you ean-
understand why I am requesting permission for authority to
remove geological samples, If I were stopped by a park
official or even a police officer I could be in considerable
difficulty if I 4id not have proof of permission to Temove

7y reason for not informing you now ol location or
accessability is that T can see no advantage in spreading
this Knowledge around, It is not written down even in my
files nor do I retain a map identifying the location or
even the park involved., If I were vo write this even in
a letter to you it could then become available by thelt,
duplication of the letter, or numerous other methods., T
would not ask you to accept my word on the value involved
without some proof in the form of a sample, Nor would T
trust anvone with the information to go and collsct a
sample for you. You have therefore no choice but to
trust me to bring suitable samples to you as a basils
for govermmental control of the whole situation., 1Is
this such an. eccentric request that it cannot be
vernitted?

Sincerely,

P R R S T ta 5 ¥ 51 e ERPRN S PR

oo
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December 2nd, 1974.

Mr. G. Stuart Brown,
2713 Norberry Crescent,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

K1V 6N3

Dear Mr. Brown:

I am writing in reply to your letter
dated November 15th regardlng your request to pick
up certain samples of rock in the parks areas of
British Columbia.

Since park matters come within the

"Jjurisdiction of the Parks Branch of the Department of

Recreation and Conservation, I am taking the liberty of
forwarding a copy of your letter to Mr. R. Ahrens,
Director of the Parks Branch, for his consideration.

Yours sincerely,

é%

Leo T. Nimsick,
cc: R. Ahrens. MINISTER.

ke
pras
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. THE PROVINCE OF B

DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND CONSERVATION
PARKS BRANCH

V8W 2Y9 Victoria, B. C.
December 6, 1974

Mr. G. Stuart Brown
2713 Norberry Crescent -
Ottawa, Ontario '

K1V 6N3
Dear Sir:

Your letter to the Honourable Leo Nimsick has been passed
to this office for reply as the subject matter is within the
scope of the Parks Branch.

Our files indicate that you were in correspondence with this
Branch earlier this year and our reply to you dated August 29, 1974,
denied your request for a special permit.

We must again deny your request for the reasons previously
given, and regret that we can be of no further assistance to you
in this matter.

Yours very truly,

-

Fd ’ AS,‘:Z%&
- H hrens,
. Dirgcto

r'
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2713 NofEerry Cres,,
Ottawa, KIV 6N3,
September 25, 1975,

Honorable Leo T, Nimsick,

Minister of ilines & Petroleum Resources, : /s (KO
Parliament Buildings, \(7\
Vietoria, B. C,

Honorable Sir,
After I visited your office at the beginning of September

I travelded with my wife and family to Vancouver to spend a few
days visiting friends there. On Saturday, September 6, I made

- another attempt to go to the site in the park for the purpose

of obtaining samples but could not complete my mission due to
weather and treacherous mud slides barring the route, It was
necessary to turn back and, as I had to drive to work in Ottawa
for Monday, September 15, I gave up thoughts of a further
attempt duting 1975, Weather and terrain are unpredictable and
likely to become very treacherous after the middle of September
in the area, My next attempt will have to wait until the
beginning of August, 1976,

Regarding the contract to protect my interests in a
e¢laim, this Is &f secondary consideration. However, there are
two of us who are infolved primarily, and three others to a
lesser degree, We would be interested in obtaining reimbursement
for all our expenses plus either an initial payment or share
of early production whieh would provide for us to live comfort-
abdy for the rest of our lives., If in the form of an initial
payment I would expeet it to be in the form of a sale of all
rights to, presumably, the provincial govermment, thus placing
ovwnership in the hands of the people of the province,

I am making plans for a determined effort in 1976 but

the terrain is tousgh and the site in a very secluded spot. You
will hear further from me at a later date,

Sincerely,

G, Stuart Brown.



Note:

During my visit to Mr, Nimsick!s office as mentioned in
my letter of September 25, 1975, we discussed the value of
the find and it's inaccessibility, what sort of an operation

would be involved, and the potential effect on the environment
of the area, '

The value of the Tind cannot be estimated accurately -
until a proper geological assessment of the site is made, -

vHovever I have stated that there is an abundance of surface

gold in the form off nuggets and dust lying loose on the rock

in the streambed and a mother-lode present in the adjacent bed-
rock, What I consider a conservative estimate would place this B
at over two billion dollars, o

Because of my refusal to identify the site on a mep or
in any way reveal the location of the site the route in and
the difficulty of reaching it were not discussed in any detail.

The effect on the environment would undoubtedly be
rather severe, I suggested that no road should be constructed
to the site but that removal of material should be carried e
out by means of a helicopter. The area involved might easily
be confined to less than 600 acres including a landing site
and buildings required in the operation. I know &£ at least :
two animals not recorded to be in the area,are present and I o
would hate to be the one to interfere with their natural
habitat, “

At the end of the diseussion Mr., Nimsick agreed that I
should bring out representative samples directly to him and
he proposed that I should draw up a form of contract which
could be the basis of an agreement for Tfurther dlscu551on.

I agreed to cover all of my expenses up to the time that
enough gold was removed to cover them, but reserved the right
to require that I be reimbursed for these from the first proceeds.

Further mention of what I discussed is outlined in my
letter of August 17, 1978, to Mr, James Fyles, Deputy Minister
of ¥Mines and Petroleum Resources a copy of whlch I sent to the
Victoria Daily Times,

A Sl Browon
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September 30th, 1975.

Mr. G. Stuart Brown,
2713 Norberry Crescent,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

K1V 6N3

Dear Mr. Brown:

I am writing to acknowledge receipt
of your letter dated September 25th in regard to your
attempt to collect mineral samples from provincial parks.

I enjoyed the conversation we had in
my office recently, and I have taken the liberty of forwarding
a copy of your letter to my Deputy Minister, Mr. J. E.
McMynn, for his information.

Kind regards.
Yours sincerely,

Leo T. Nimsick,
cc:,J. E. McMynn ~MINISTER.




£ .3 lorberry Cres.,
Ottawa, Ontario,
August 17, 1978,

Mr., James Fyles,

Deputy ILlinister,

Dent of Liines & Petroleum Resources,
406 Douglas Building,

Victoria, B. C.

Dear Nr., Fyles,

You will recall my visit to your office on Tuesday, August
8, when I reported the discovery of Slumach's gold eanyon,
supposedly within the boundaries of Garibaldi Park. I .
reviewed my participation in this discovery and will go over it
again here, '

I first heard of the canyon in 1950 when it was discussed .
wherever I travelled on the Island and lower mainland. T knew of
numerous parties which went in to search for it. My work and
Tamlly kept me too busy to give much thought to hiking in
the area until 1974, It was in that year that T located the
canyon, Correspondence between myself and the Honorabde Mr. }
Nimsick, then liinister of Mines and Petroleum Resources, should
be on file in Vietoria, I was finally able to obtain verbal
vermission to bring out samples directly to him so that the V7

sTtUafion could be assessed.

There have been many articles written in the last five

years reviewing the details of Slumach's trips in and his final =

trip to the gallows on January 16, 1891. These articles mention

a California man named John Jackson who packed out all he was }
able to carry in 1903 but shortly thereafter died, having banked
about $10,000 in gold. Also an article was written about Voleanic
Brown which records the finding of the lost canyon in 1930. T
would refer you to the following two articles:-

The Golden Mountains, p. 68, Voleanic Brown's Last Trip,
by Charles A, Miller, Lithographed by the Fraser Valley
Record, Mission, B. C.§ 1973, :

Tales of the Golden Ears, p.43, by Don Waite, 22380 -~ 119th
Ave,, Maple Ridge, B.C.,, 1975,

There was also an article in the August, 1973, edition of Saga,
2 New York monthly magazine, = ' ' ‘

after leaving ybur office I visited my brother in the Maple
Ridge District and discussed the whole situation with him. He
agrees with me that 99% of the people in the Lower Fraser Valley




between ITew Westminster and Hope are cuite Tamiliar and conversant
vith the history of the lost canyon, I also know of 400 to 500 /
peonle who go looking for it each year so 1t will undoubtedly be

found in the very near future by someone besides myself,

I have estimated the value of the surface gold at two
bpillion dollars so I think that some immediate action should
be taken to UvOuect the nark and the interests of the people
of the province, You will recall that you stated that these
interests were hrotected by laws prohibiting prosmecting in
provincial marks or the remowal of blologlcal or geologlcal

samples therefrom, I doubt if anyone is naive enough to believe
for a moment that one grain of gold dust or even one ounce of
the solid quartz could be protected for long gfter the location
of the canyon became known publicly. There are too many routes
and too TOnp a border to the park to police,

I ha& four long days to think about the matter while
driving home to Ottawa and have come to some definite conclusions,
It 1s four years since I discovered this lost gold and I know =
that others will find it soon if action is not taken by your
department., It is vezy unllkely that anyone discovering it will
follow the procedures I have in coming to you, In fact, I could
remove 100 1lbs, (1500 ounces) per trip “worth about $500 000
without d1801081ng anything and sell on the black mark et I
now feel after thinking it over that immediate action must be
taken, Vhen I was in your office you said there was nothing
could be done and that you could take no action other than to
confirm my statements., I now am suggesting that if action is not
taken within the next three weeks, that is, by September 8, I
shall inform the public through the press and television that the
gold canyon has been found, I am sure that this will send up to -
100,000 seekers into the park, You can well imagine the fires S
and. devastaulon which could result. Moreover, a large percentage
of these would be unable to cope and get into grave difficulties
through accident and weather, Already over thirty persons have
lost their lives looking for this canyon.

What I propose 1is that some written agreement be dravn up
wnereby I may recover over $10,000 which I have spent in solving
this mystery., It is true thaﬁ %wo of the six trlps were made
because of the fascination I had for solving the mystery but the
last- four were attempts to bring out samples to the Minister, I .0

think T am entitled %o recovery of at least that amount,

Part of my purpose in keeping the matter secret has been
my concern over what would happen to the environment and the
pggﬁggﬁ;gn of this beautiful wilderness area, However, the
government/\és decided to procrastinate and may allow what I
mentioned above to happen so I must force the issue in every-

onets interest, I am therefore urging you to take action immediately




' i IR “Ie

T

to gain orderly control from me and to bring the gold £o market
for the benefit of the people without allowing personal greed to
benefit or private interests to ruin the park, 6V§

I am against putting a road into the area because it \
would deface the park and spoil it for those who enjoy this
type of wilderness hiking, However, it could open up Tor the enjoyment
of others a new and exciting outdoor exmnerience in scenery. A
road would cost perhaps half of the value of the gold and air
transportation would be cheaper and pay for itself as extraction
progressed, I also have identified one animal in there which
is almost extinet in the world and according to Wildlife Service
does not occur within 800 miles of this location.

I do not look forward to another trip as strenuous as =~
the many T have been through, not even a plane trip. It should
be Temembered that travel in the park is extremely hazardous
and on two océasions I have just barely made it out by wading
torrents to my waist which were dry twenty-four hours earlier
on the way in., A third time I did not even get started., Should

I be required to make another trip I shall expect to have my
expenses pald.

Should you contact me within the next three weeks I am
willing to cecoperate providing you have a plan for immediate

actlon. Otherwise I shall take the action suggested on the .
preV1ous page.

I shall be waiting impatiently to hear from you,

‘G, Stuart Brown

/ékc, Honorable §., R. Chabhotb
Mr. . Ray Lowrey




Province of Ministry of Parliament Buildings !
British Columbia : Mines and ~-ictoria : W

<" tish Columbia
Petroleum Resources V8V 1X4 :
OFFICE OF THE

DEPUTY MINISTER

August 25, 1978

Mr. G. Stuart Brown
2713 Norberry Crescent
Ottawa, Ontario

K1V 6N3

Dear Mr. Brown:

_ Thank you for your letter of August 18th setting out
the alternatives open to you respecting your knowledge of the
location of the Lost Gold Mine in Garibaldi Park. T am in no
position to make a monetary deal with you and therefore must
let you make whatever decision seems best to you regarding
the publication of your information. '

I sincerely appreciate your integrety in apprising T
me of your discovery before taking further action. I trust i
that the results of your decision will be beneficial to you
and not harmful to others.

Yours sincerely,

o Z/%Jfﬂ‘\%% .

James T. Fyles
DEPUTY MINISTER v

JTF/vr .




2713 dorterry Cres,,
Ottawa, Ontario,
september 4, 19Y8,

Right Honorable V. Tennett,
Prenlor of British Columbia,
Forliament Buildings, '
Victoria, Britlish Columbia,

Honorable Sir,

I oam enclosing herewlth a copy of & letter I wrote to Mr.
James Fyles, Deputy Minister of IMines and Petroleum Resources.,
This letter is self sxplanatory and his answer indicated that
he Intended absolutely no action in the marther.

I &n wribing to you, not with the hope of obtaining obther
then ny past expenses, bubt with the hope that you will conprehend
The significance of immediate astion, I firmly believe that this
is perhaps the greatest conecentration of pure gold ever found in
the world and it could =dd significantly to the wealth of ths

people of the province of British Columbia, hs T stated in the

letter it would be much bether for the govermment to take over
control and eleenly remcve the gold to market than to permit the
public to move in emrasse and destroy the enviromment both there
and on the way in.

I wonder how you would feel if you had waded in gold
nuzgets up to your ankles or had dust in quantities that you
could dip a three-gallon bucket full at one dip?? I have spent
a rather hectiec four years sitting on this., To remove the gold
neéd not damage more than 100 acres of an area which obviously
has not been visited by anyone except me in the last 48 years .
and, properly handled, the scar could be completely obliterated
in a few years.,

fis you can see by the enclosed letter T have not yeb A
releaselsthe news to the press and hope I may have some indiegtion

from you that action can be taken on the part of your govermment
to nove forward in this matter.

Sincerely, ,

G. Stuart Brown

it
it
LR D
éz
L
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27 Norberry Cres., iy
Ottawa, Ontario, HE

September 14, 1978.

Memo to The Victoria Daily Times, The Colonist, The Vancouver
rovince, The Vancouver Sun, and The Fraser Valley Record.

Tncloded is a completely self-exnlanatory letter which
I wrote recently to the Deputy Minister of ilines and Petroleum
Regources., I am now informing the public through the press
and other news media regarding the situation. To date 1t
appears that no substantial amount, if any of the gold has
been removed,

Vhat I would appreciate knowing is just what the people
of British Columbia Teel should be done in the matter. The
Department of Recreation and Conservation, Parks Branch, has .
irmly refused to permit the marketing or removal of any of
the gold, even under their control. I have delayed making the news
public unt11 the weather would prevent any large scale migration
into the park this year and I still have hopes ‘that some sensible
action may be baken before next spring.

b

I estimate that from a selected place I could collect
enough nuggets in two hours to sell for $300,000 if sold on the
legitimate market,., Dontt you think that some organized removaW
of the gold snould take place rather than have it eventually
Dvlfered by a few selfish individuals? This should be done by
air and only about 100 acres of the park need be affected and
‘the scar would soon heal,

Incidentally, I have destrayed any maps, correspondence,

notes, or-any other material T had pertalnlng to this subject o
and the only information I can give you in future 1s strictly T
|

from my head,

P8

Sincerely,

& A od” Brpwn- |

¢, Stuart Browm 5




Province of British Columbia
QFFICE OF THE PREMIER

October 12th, 1978 = | " File No: 20-1

Mr. G. Stuart Brown,
2713 Norberry Crescent,
Ottawa, Ontario.

K1V 6N3

Dear Mf; Brown,

Thank you for your letter of September 4th, 1978, and the information

" respecting your discovery of gold in Garibaldi Provincial Park. The
legend of the lost gold mine in that general area is not unknown to me
and I am interested in your extension of the story. '

Unfortunately, parks which are created to preserve natural values for
 recreational enjoyment are not open for mineral development. I recog-
nize that your discovery places you in a difficult position, but I am
.ot in a position to allow mining in Garibaldi Park or to compensate

you for past expenses in researching and prospecting in this area.

Yours sincerely,

o)A it

. W. R. Bennett S
L Premier

Pariiament Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia V8V 4R3
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S350 Morvorry Cros.,
Gutaved 21V &8
Novanbor 5, 199,

)

“ho Righd flonourablo Ve R, Donneds,

reior of Dritish Colubbia,

Irrdlozont Tuildinen,

Flotordn, Dritlish Columbia,

VaV¥ 403 S Fllo No.r 220 = 1

Honourable div,

Uhon T was In 12, Frlest offiso on Awrusd 8 lach ko polcd
=0 i thare wns evidones that enyono had yoroved gold from SBlumochts
g0l eonyon. I had nome then for obvisus ronsongs bub I 4o now.
Informaslon bag looked to cerdein porsons tho intend to koen 1%
seeros until all avelinbls surfoes gold is remwoved. I 4o not mow
bow ruely has alroody beon renoved - rorbapa o nilllion, moybo
Throo nilllion dollina®s wordth » o5 18 4o irmmoasible to gobinnse
evan alogely unday sush oirounstonses, rinng oro being mode $o
ammbinue ond perhans oxpand the operasion nowk yonr, Anyono
Imoving this scors® would realizo that others ore ept to leoern
it and 50 realize the urgongy of novine auickly.

snother thing that bijthoxs me is that ovidence londs mo ta
boliovn that the 5o0ld 1o bolng sweled oub of the country ona
S0 125% not only €5 the seonle of Iritish Colmbin h fo tho
Cansdion seonory antirely. ,

. 57 tho tino you recoive this you il Imow that the OIS
of tho £ind boen released to tho press. Y surposely delapad
vho roloase wnbil afbor thore wns any poraibility of further visiss
o thoe econyon this yoar in the howe thob senething sonlfd be orpane
izod sensibly bofore spring, If nothing io oxgonized T will have
Lo tole stops 10 rocover oy in vostzend, then porhars o all
thoso interested in o body the loeabion of the Pind, Thod vould
bo the only fal» vay o the people of the oroviaee who areg, in oy
opinlon, entitled to their heritage. |

I havo not onbirely glven wo on maliing Four poverrment chow
som intallisernce in this setter, That will hinso O yoUr ansver
o Shis lobier, IH strange o 1o the sbond that has Loon tolen
ospeeinlly vhon I hove ztabod thab oebivity in renoving the pold
could bo linited $o adoup three hundrod agres, and that 1% vill e
roooved by selfloh Lnberesta 1P vou do nob aoh irmedintely.

It is your choles, Itvo doro whob T con to bo falr abous
tho matber and will zrocced o8 T coo £33 in the fubtiro,
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BRITISH COLUMBIA, WEDN

By MARK HUME_ | ©
. Tizies Staff ..

n to exaggeration,

g XVHHOUT a deubt he is a man give

o a'man whe makes incredible statements without :
~substantiation — and if his claims were made about
canything other thap a legendary lost gold mine they -

- would he dismissed out of hand. _— d
~ " But when retired federal eivil servant Stuart Brown
says he has found Slumach’s gold canyon, a treasure that
“¥:many -have allegedly
z worth millions, vou have o listen because stranger tales
. have comé true in this'world and he just might be telling
Dothy o athe - P AT

2 has no proof:-not a single nugget, no dust, ot even
‘the tiniestore sample. But he sa¥s the gold is there. He's
-scen if sparkling iri the water of 2 wilderness creek some-
vhere north of Pitt Lake S

in Garibaldi Park. .

1890 And that’s where it should-be-“according to the

Loyears, g I - ‘
.2 They say a Californian named John Jacksen found it

-, depositing $10,000 worth of goid in the bank.."

-~ Ore man, Velcanic Brown; claimed he found it He
came put with gold 4 veit-kut went back inte the
. ruged tervain in thelgummer of 1930 and rever returned.
CTwasd wha went fo resene Rhmefesad g tent huried nnder
©Dtober snhs, : ' : _

7 Thee Sasopo <ign of Valeanic, the old prospecior wha
sadd he'd heen tir=sd ofl by Slumacii's granddzughicr,

e

L

undreds who have’ searched -for it.in. vain over the -

died irying to. find, a treasure =

tﬁeﬁl}dﬁn(ﬁiﬁn,-Shgmaz;h, who was hanged .for murder in . -

in*1393, but. nobody knows for sure. He died shortly afier

_ iUstill'bere traces of guartz.”

oof

- that dull glint of eolor. -

. showfield %gg toggiher, he JoTKe ¢
* . glory hole brimming with nuggets. %

~That's where it shauld be'according to the legend of

- heen trying

it

hut in his tent they found a glass jar co_ntziirg_in;: 11 ounces .

. of ¢oarse gold.. -

It was gold, according lo newspaper reporis. “that ° .
appcared to have been haminered euz of.3 solid vg
Gol w&t« VI
- And so it has gone. Gold and death fanning the coals ¥V
the legend every time the fire was about out. L
The great thing is that unanswored guestions don't

_kneck down a Jegend, they build it up.

- Things have been quict up north of Pitt Lake in rocent

. years, but there have been prospectors there every sum-

mer.. peking about in little creeks and streams, sium-

bling down gulleys, scanning the rocks, always honing for "
Brown, a former Vancouvgritewh now lives TnG(-

lawa, was one such prespector in
In a canyon, where the run-off 3

and jound 1. 4 -
g ﬁfamfg B

But now the story gets. really curious, for Brown,

talking in a telephone interview {rom his home, says he

“looked at the gold, made note .of its Jocation and then

- walked away!

He says he found the precious metal within the boun-
daries of a provinecial park (there are two in the area,

 Garibaldi and Golden Ears) and he knew full weil if was g
-against the Jaw fo remgve samples. ™ |973  [So) pessaed
- %0 Brown ief{the gold and {or the last four years he's

to persuade the government to let him mine
il. T .
“If they want conclusive evidence thev eas have |
savs Brown: “Bul they'll have tg give mie 2
vise, clear letler. 1 would like somn assuranes
5z protected and reimbue ~ for my gxpc:zses.’
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" S oinain plo hcmna last s mer Brown failed in at- Bw Fvles savd he could not hn}p, ho w 39 in no position s

K tempis To 1. TE {ype e was l ooking ;‘qr {0 sizv any agreemer rown ar'cs e tam‘%v

@ and rnu,r'm m ﬂttawa empty- banacd W VWL et not make any comniitment for $10.000.:

i:’nrh aw- . Dig he deserve any better? g “Fyies is hmhlv skeptical of Brown's. cla,ms. largely

{‘gdt. ~ James Fylcs. deputy minister of mines ard petro- : ,boca 2 he cATTOTT IMagine ®hy a man who says he knows .

49 icum resources, savs he listened to Brown's incredible - . w here he can pick up $300,000 worth of gold wouid be hag
story btut then turned away the fomme huntcr and glmg vith the govornmem in an effort to get $16.000;

1 would-be gold mier. .

. *1{ is not gold country, And yet there am of &
" . Fvyies said he offered tg send a geolog;st mto the area surprises in the ;zeoiog,cal v»orld and zt,mst mav be that.
Coowith Bm\xr to conlirm the mhness { the deposits, but S he s’mﬂzt o
- th.:; was rejecied. Wh No- T rffwm‘}sé 2 When Brmxn Ieft “‘vlcs office: hc ‘went Lo sne Ra
g ;«y Wa nud 10 s an ore. gal ra ad i, ng_; ‘in.the pr 1 parks operations division, - ’
Npng. ‘ ; ::; {\f;ﬂ"" ’ ‘Brown had faug
¥ And f‘w"; erxn acked Ior 'mmey east :'T"

t.at the Umiversicy of B.C. befom
“joining the federal gmernment and merc*‘ nad been

;.m*mw of reimi.ursenient. The gov rrnment shouid pay i s

him §16,000. he sad, to cover his expenses in locating tbe

student of his. . . R
o uawev savs Brovxnh an mtelhgentand v,ﬂh~uxucat
reasure. Then he'd lell where ihe canyon was ana fhe’ /
\zrovinee conld take appropriate action. -

‘ed man — bat disinisses iis story as lackm cred;‘bi!itv
"I have estimated the value of the surfuce go:d at

w\srcy asked Aor. proor. of _the
‘two billion dojlars se I think that some immediate action 1‘

"nc ne.

¥oof

9 nee Ld somc m
* should he taken to rrntect the park and the interests ene nigget, " é V6 - Jte-
dﬂe peopxe of the provmce » sald Brovm m a letter &éﬂ ) {mwzanv Lowrey has simpi3 rezecb’-d Brown's taleo

Ca ;aniastzc gold deposit in Garibaidi Park, ahd hts de
i ddﬂd that others have becn searchmg for the - - par:x. 2t is plq'mmg 1o action on the matfer. -
2 %Iom mine and saoncr or mlcr semeone mH =tm}b e - Lowrey doees £n 't ne‘lene there’s a Inst go}d mine.in
acros it, as he had. . = RN '”'r,tan | Park, “byt anvthing's ossible. -
o *Ttis very unl helv thatansonc xtcoverm: 1t ki 11; foi Legswls mn.e on the unexplained,
low: thg _Rrocequres [ have in wmmg to youz

Ol p; olhaly 10 ot 15 years after Mr. Brown dms ihé s

= *“In fact,-1 could remove 309 pound: rip & %\ will siart up abont the Iost ; mine he found.” ¢ 3

a boué #: 09 enn Nthoat dmc}osmﬁanvihmg and sell on Lhe Itl:' o't take-that lang, h wever, fm,u.vm—a,’f@&é
i -3 Siu 1

«?m: a jost

P . . and Stua Brows, the elderly :3";"'
warned F\ tes that-once werd of hie f“ﬁd n:s :

mal

[
L
t; da‘ ;zc- d z'u«h

w & Way from 4 biiliog flollar ¢
out, ﬂ*rre vnmd be g star 1pcd'* mto ihe arc;.‘\modem-v o Jerfee %lumach ict'ﬂvd — R
L T— : BT R g
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.. - OFFICE OF THE
DEPUTY MINISTER L

January 16, 1979

Mr. G. Stuart Brown

2713 Norberry Crescent -

-Ottawa, Ontario

K1V 6N3
TR s /7,3' Wg’
% S Dear Mr. Brown: o é{ «% ﬁg éff“ﬁf

Yoﬁr letter of November 5, 1978 to the Premier regardlng
Slumach's gold canyon has recently been passed to me for
response. . . L

I must acknowledge that I and my staff are somewhat skeptlcal
about your dis ry. Your references to the nature and —
£H€“§§¥Eeﬁo?ﬂt§§M255051t, the geological characteristics

of the terrain in the general area, and the bizarre history

of this lost gold mine do not encourage geologists to take

your reported discovery seriously.
do not provide us with new evidence that the deposit ex1sts
and 1s of the tremendous value you 1nd1cate.

Eal

Indeed, your letters. L

If you can suggest a method beneﬁlclal to yourself by which
we in the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources
and in the Parks Branch can be assured of the existence of

the deposit and that it has the value you suggest, I would

e pleased to hear about it. Possibly, after determining

'these things, we can consider ways of resolving the problems
of exp101tatlon and park preservation. T~
rd

.

Yours very truly,

JTF/vr

Mr. R. Lowrey
Parks Branch

ccC:
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2713 orberry Cres,,
Ottawa KIV 6113
January 27, 1979.

%ﬁ 1T James Fyles,

7 - Benior Depuby Minister,

Departnent of Mines and Fetroleum Resources,
Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B, C.

Dear 1r. Fyles,

Your letter of January 186 was received last week and T hove
been giving it considerable thouzht., Before answering id,
however, I would like to refer briefly to an article in the
HMovember 22 Victoria Daily Times, Iven though my consicerable
experience with meibers of the press over the last 20 veors

of ny professional career left ne with a very poor opinion of
their desire or ability to express in print the trubh of stafte-
ments nade during an interview, certain statements and innlic-
ations in the article attributed to you were a reflection on
ny integrity., I certainly hone that they were not a true picture
of what you gained from statements T made in your office last
August, Knowing the usual article resulting from such an inter-
view I can readlly exonerate both you and Mr. Lowrey from blanme
Tor these inmplications. In fact, Mr. Lowrey's staterients were
not uncomplimentary.

T would like to make it clear, as I thought T had in your office,
mi that I expect no advance of any money for expenses incurred

' untill T have adequately proved to your satisfaction that this

Lost gold canyon does in truth exist. My request was that I have
vrltten assurance from some qualified authority in your depart-~
nent or the provinecial government that I would receive, presunably
Trom proceeds of the first returns, the cost of all My expenses,
This was the minirmm requirement, and still is, under which T

will reveal the location of the site.

There ar# certain other requirements which T have also made which
will of necessity be put on paper before this matter can proceed ,
As I have previously stated T am what nany term an environnmentadist
| and I will require that no attempt be made to put & road in to the

| site and that extraction be confined strictly to the 300 to 400
acres involved, Transport will therefore have to be by air and

no heavy equipnment will be involved.

Tad not a rather important fanily crisis develoned here I would
have stayed and comnleted what T set out to do last August, However
1% was imperitive that I return immedistely to Ottawa and I vas
bugy here until it was too late to act before the winter veather
ceb in.

-3




)

Ferhans I sound unduly irritated by the turn of events but there _
“re many things you do not knov about ne and about the docunzented
Adstory of the lbwer"ﬁéihlaﬁal”Thié“i§wthaw§irstwggggwiﬁMﬁywlifé“

that my word has been questioned, Others believe my statenments to

the degrec that I have béeén offered $100,000 to »inpoint on a na
the location in question,

I will give the whole matter consid@rable thought during the next
Tevw months and will inform you if there are further developnents,
i trip into this country is not to be taken lightly because of the
nany glaciers involved aid uncertain weather which can produce
raging torrents in a matter of minutes., In the meantirme you might
reread the contents of this file and in all fairness consider it
I have been unreasonable in any way. S

Yours very truly,
545% /<g12160§j%@é%ubt&71/

G. Stuart Brown

CsCe Ir, Rey Lowrey

]
P
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Vie col‘ia, Do Co
|
Dear r. Tyles, Y

ALL iﬁom bBly re c‘ul my visit in ougust, 1978, to your office
urachts lost frc’u mine and sone subsequent gorrecspondence

---Y .' ﬂu “ff oF it. At that tine I menbioned that it owpeared
"*o,am_ that atbhleast oane obhor person lmev the location as T
nad seerd hin in uhf’ aves,
'1'”:.‘:, in your letter of January 15, 1979, vou stosed thf:.t you and
yory L:ui’ werae_ghkentical of ny ﬂ"saavw* For proor an o 1y rei‘er“ £

Fou £o Govwiented ;pollge :eeborus of lave 1930 Vi Tan cwsc ibe the Pyt
C'“C:.“f“’l fo the lest Imwown prospecior who Zound the lode. Searchers
did not -v.ind hin but thevy found his canmp and in “3.;, tent they found

nuarets of Tawv, Tree gold with crushed and brolken quartz in it
showing that he had :ﬁpﬂu & lods richer than any ra‘:els,r found. SRR
iace I was in your oiffice in 1978 T have been in to the area twice. :
- vas in in ,..ugu%, 1979, and have just t recently ‘Ww_rne‘d this veuf-

Imow now +that there urn four other mo 7en Lesides Ni'self vio have 4»7»;,;.1,{.
2en Inco the area for I saw th.om within a half of o mile of the A

te., I & sure Tl aey were from the United ,jtv- tes for they viere

Griving a ear shas

aad C7 regon 1i Ser c\, olz;” If T con bring ous
Bt . b - : . p ‘o . !
L 120 1bs, of alnost x J;W:{f"":’“ trip vith tvo packs
5 Ttn suro each of the ihs. with one. &% 15 oz.

-

half a million QOllE?.I“S.

(.‘) )

~to the 1b. and £$000 p

I can onliy repeat what I said in ny letter of J anvary 27, 1979, tha 'b

do not &xvect any advence for expenges I have I ncu'red nor M:;

geubetalie to bring sa 'ﬁ).CQ out,., Towever, I must insish on vritten

assurance that I will not > he nrosccusod wd T any regulations your /

¢ yrovince nay have, I fuso FAve a vrithen cont ract giving ne and

v certain others a st mQﬁ percentage of ell gold ‘r»?cu';ht out, I 2.
ould also require that the emr:?.z*o*wen‘c be orotéeted and that I get 7

credlit Tor “r‘c "'WM“‘H‘”* .;OT"?W,G‘.::‘ESI) aper PUrposes. 4

M

-

3: q\) - T "’
-

o

Por your Jurbther inf
she anovnt of 1

roetion T togk tine since 1978 to re-estinate
¢ » Y %) nd T

N A <
third of J’lat is th

am sure my G'i‘l,"jll’l&l vas only one ‘

e

e I first found the canyon 13»107u but the anpeal of the arca is 77
ong and T enjoy hiking there., I =mi~enc losing a picture talen in

5 “01**ul area so you may see the type of ter"al-. This picturc

was ‘taken in early September so you can see themglacler-type ‘"tuatlon
| and the rough travel involved in hiking in. -
; Yours truly,

“uel of the oml}f excitement of the Tind I have learncd to live with Tovec
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OFFICE OF THE
DEPUTY MINISTER.

’Petroleum Resources

September 17, 1980

Mr. G. Stuart Brown

-2713 Norberry Crescent S ST Lo e o :
Ottawa, Ontario =~ =~ - ‘ R SRT et ' 2
K1V _6N3 : L o : S i

. Dear Mr. Brown-

§‘7i - Thank you for your letter of September 5 regardtng Slumach' lost
_ . gold mine. | .assume that the deposit to which you refer is the
AN one That we discussed some time ago that is within the boundaries
AR . of Garibaldi Provincial Park. In reply to your questions in the : h
e fourth paragraph of your letter, | can only refer you to Section 7 A 5
of the Mineral Act and to present Park policy which prohibits i
exploration and prospecting and the issuance of permits for mining
purposes wnfhln Provincial Parks.

i am sorry ThaT l cannot be more positive abou? your dlscovery

Yours veiy fruly,

o L Fple

James T. Fyle;
Sr. Assistant Deputy Minister

JTF:dkp
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2713 lorberry Cres.,
Uttawa KIV 83,
September 29, 1920,

Ifr, Ton “aite, -

22380 119th Ave,, S
Maple Ridge, Y -
Be Co VX 243 e

Dear I'r, Vaite,
This is by noture an enquiry %o determine if you still reside gt
the above address. T so, T would like Lo hear fram you in the

very near future,

The topie T wish to take wup with you is the discovery of the

lost gold nine discovered by Jlumach and leter visited by Jaskgﬁﬁ
and Voleanie Brown., I am aot about to reveel any deboils bub T
discovered this gold sanyon ig'lgéé%anﬁ have been fighting o very
Prustrating batble with the F.CIH??OVinBiﬂl govermaent in order
to have some controlled action taken bhefore some unseruntlous
person Yearns the secret and pilfers the lot. T have vicited the
offices of the govefnment at Vieboria on four oceasions and have
got novhere, Tn addition, there have been numsrous letters
between mysell and various officials there,

However, I will go into the situation in more deteil if I hear
from #@u, I virote hoving to contact you becsuse I kmow of your
involvement in outdoo® events and also that vou are Tomiliar

with the details of the events in the story of the gold eanyon,

S 1 “a{win@erely,

‘z//’ .

1 & Bt B

G, Shtuortd Brovm




2713 Norberry Cres.,
Ottawa, K1V 6N3,
Oectober 26, 1981.

Mr., Don Waite,
22317 Lougheed Highway,
Maple Ridge, B. C.

. {
veX 273, /)/D

Dear Don,

You will probably be wondering by this time whether or
not you would hear from me again, However, I am enclosing here-
with copies of my correspondence with British Columbia officials
regarding Slumachts Lost gold mine, I do not consider that the
letters are confidential enough to be restrieted but would
appreciate being consulted and kept in the know when and how
you intend to use them when you do, l'he picture enclosed is
copyrighted ahd you will have to get written permission if
you wish to use it.

After leaving Maple Ridge in late August we spent two
weeks in the Okanagan, a few days with friends at Banff with
a trip to Jasper, then had a liesurely trip home, visiting
friends and relatives along the way.

I have attempted to go in to the canyon several times !
ginee I first found it in 1974, Five times I was turned hack

by torrential rain or bllzzards after almost reaching the sPot ‘ i
and on the last two occasions each of my travelling companions ol
gave out with foot and boot problems and I had to see that
they got out safely. I am not sure what 1982 will bring but it
is likely that I will try it alone and if T fail T will then
ldentify the site to the publie, I do have a promise from the
Parks Branch that they will attempt to have something done but
T have heard nothing from them as yet.

Please acknowledge receipt of the enclosed.

Sincerely, il

G. Stuart Brown




DONALD E. WAITE

AERIAL &
COMMERCIAL

PHOTOGRAPHY CO. LTD. -

21 December, i98§‘

Mr. G. Stuart Brown,-
2713 Norberry Cres.,
Ottawa, Ontario
KIV 6N3 ’

Dear Mr. Brown, '

It has been a long time sxnce I last pulled the old 'Slumach file'

P
Just recently I received quotes from a printer to do another run of
- one of my“titles. After some conversation I came to the conclusion
that I could reprint four titles for about half the cost to produce
one if they were all on the press at the same time. With that
information I have decided to run four titles in the spring. I
would very much like to do a revised edition of The Golden Ears
Story illustrated deleting the 16 page signature of color and addlng
16 pages of text about the Lost Mine.

Would you have any obJectlon if I mentioned you in the chapter on
the Lost Mine story and oted from a couple of your letters? I am
anxious to hear from yoff as I have a great deal of preparation to do
e to pull this project off.

SUITE 35 - 22374 LOUGHEED HIGHWAY, MAPLE RIDGE, B.C. V2X 2T5 e TELEPHONE: (604) 467-9141
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Box 765, Stn A,
Kelowna, B. C.,

{P\ V1Y 7p4, -
November 5, 1986,

Mr. Dongld Waite, 1 \/

Suite 35,

22374 Lougheed Highway,

M&ple Ridge, B, C.,

2]

. Dear Don,

I was quite surprised to learn from your letter of
October 21 that you and Vie had returned to Garibaldi Park
for two days., It is unfortunate that you did not contact me
before gaing as I could have saved you a lot of unnecessary
effort.

On my return to Kelowna from Haney I examined my
snaps from my previous complete trip made in 1974 and knew
immediately where I had gone wrong, I have one snap of the
stream in which the actual gold lies and one of the outlet
to the stream "with no apparent outlet" (see Jackson letter),
It was this latter snap that brought it back. The snap of
the tent-shaped rock did not show enough to help.

It would be absolutely no problem now for me to go
directly to this stream as it is a substantial white-water
stream, though not on any map that I have seen, ‘

: - . ¢
I would have written sooner but have been away again,
this time to Reno for a week, Your letter was waiting for
me when I arrived home, I am sure it is too late to -go in
again this year but we will keep it open for next year and I
am sure there will be no mistakes then, I am sending a copy
of this to Vic to keep.him informed, .

I would appreciate having the name of the pilot of the
helicopter, I have forgotten it, I will also look over my

wartime snaps, though you would protably net recognize me
from any of them.

Best regards, and keep in touch.
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Box.765, Stn A,
Kelowna, B.C.,
' V1Y 7p4
: April 29, 1987,
Mr, Donald E, Waite,
22382 - 119th Ave.,
Maple Ridge, B. C.,
Vex 273

Dear Don,

T am returning the snaps as you requested as they
are of little use to me. ‘

Fach time I re-read the article of Hillary Downing
in The Times of March 31 I become inereasingly annoyed.
VWhen T first invited you and Vic Loffler to accompany me
into Garitaldi Park to go to Slumach's gold canyon it was
not with the intention that you should teke over, but strictly
with the idea that I should have someone to accompany me in
an area unsafe‘to travel alone. From the very beginning Vic
assumed charge; so I let him go ahead, knowing that he was
unaware of the &ocetion of the canyon.

Now the article of March 31lst appears in a publication
for the general public to read. This article quite clearly
implies that you are the key figure and have been in the
whole search for the canyon, even though it 1s clearly
documented that I had entered the canyon even before you
started searching for it. Many of my friends were absolutely
flabbergasted that you would permit such an article to be

‘published, Until such time as this article is completely

rescinded and your minor role &n the matter made public to
ny satisfaction you can expect absolutely no cooperation

or assistance from me in any way in the future, In the mean-
time I have mgde plans to take a party of three to the site
with permission to bring out official samples for analysis.

As for losing the canyon or €ven becoming disoriented
in any way, there is nothing further from the truth, I could
travel there in pitch darkness without & map without the
least hesitation, There are others who are closer to finding
the canyon than you are so there is more concern over their
activities than there is over yours,

Yours truly,

G, Stuart Brown
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