
	  



Details	  of	  maps	  from	  the	  1860s.	  	  

Indian Diggings: Gold 

Much gold bearing quartz rock 

Mainland	  Guardian	  November	  1869	  
Discovery of diggings at Pitt River.  
An Indian brought in a good prospect of 
gold which he states he found in a little 
stream on the North side of Pitt Lake.  



Prospectors	  carefully	  
protect	  their	  secrets.	  What	  
gets	  published	  is	  mostly	  
what	  they	  want	  to	  be	  
known	  (invented	  or	  true).	  	  	  
	  
The	  old	  prospectors	  made	  
their	  own	  legends.	  	  
	  
In	  later	  years	  the	  press	  took	  
over	  and	  started	  cooking	  up	  
some	  stories	  of	  their	  own.	  	  



1915	  	  
	  
WILBUR ARMSTRONG, a 
Washington prospector, 72 years 
of age, made his tenth and last 
trip into the mountains of the 
Pitt range, heading a search party 
attempting to locate a  hidden 
treasure. 
	  
Ø First	  discoverer	  SLUMACH	  
	  
Ø Second	  discoverer	  WALTER	  
JACKSON,	  who	  le_	  a	  leSer	  
with	  direc^ons	  



Major	  Jack	  Mahony,	  VC,	  OC	  	  
"A"	  Coy,	  Westminster	  Regiment	  (Motor)	  at	  
the	  BaYle	  of	  the	  Melfa	  River	  1944.	  	  

Hugh	  Murray	  was	  	  
one	  of	  the	  children	  
arriving	  with	  the	  Royal	  
Engineers	  of	  1895.	  	  

His	  arCcle	  in	  the	  Province	  said	  that:	  	  
	  
§  SLUMACH was a middle-aged “half-breed Red River 

Indian” 

§  SLUMACH killed another half-breed by drowning 

§  SLUMACH frequently came to New Westminster with “a 
well-!lled ‘poke’ of nuggets.” 

§  SLUMACH was believed to have drowned three of his Indian 
“wives” near Shiwash Rock at the mouth of Pitt Lake to 
prevent them from divulging the location of his gold mine. 

Hugh	  Murray	  interviewed	  by	  Jack	  Mahony	  in	  1939	  





AN	  INDIAN	  with	  a	  lot	  of	  raw	  gold	  
naturally	  became	  the	  centre	  of	  
aSrac^on…	  

	  
But	  Slumach,	  even	  when	  

intoxicated,	  stubbornly	  refused	  
to	  divulge	  the	  source	  of	  his	  new-‐

found	  wealth.	  	  

"Hoodoo	  Gold"	  by	  C.V.	  Tench,	  The	  Wide	  World	  Magazine	  Australian	  
Edi^on,	  June	  1941	  





Slumach,	  the	  Indian,	  who	  found	  the	  “Hoodoo”	  
gold	  and	  was	  hanged	  for	  murdering	  the	  squaws	  
who	  helped	  him.	  (Liberty,	  July	  1956)	  





Remember	  Wilbur	  Armstrong?	  
In	  1915	  he	  was	  the	  first	  to	  
men^on	  the	  “Jackson	  LeSer”	  
and	  a	  part	  of	  it	  was	  quoted	  in	  
the	  ar^cle.	  

Remember	  Hugh	  Murray?	  	  
He	  owned	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  
“Jackson	  leSer,”	  perhaps	  even	  a	  
complete	  one,	  but	  he	  shared	  
only	  a	  part	  of	  it.	  	  	  

“Walter	  Jackson,	  the	  second	  discoverer,	  panned	  out	  thousands	  of	  dollars’	  
worth	  of	  gold	  when	  he	  located	  it	  in	  1901.”	  (Armstrong)	  



	  	  

…a little canyon or 
valley about one mile 
and a half or two 
miles long…it 
appeared to have no 
outlet for the little 
creek that "owed at 
the bottom.  

… the bedrock was 
yellow with gold. 
Some of the nuggets 
were as big as 
walnuts… 

N.L.	  (Bill)	  Barlee	  

The	  incomplete	  “Jackson	  leSer”	  	  



“On account of the weight I 
buried part of the gold at the 
foot of a large tent shaped rock 
facing the creek.  
YOU CANT MISS IT.  

ere is a mark cut out in it.”  

Don	  Waite	  and	  friends	  inspec^ng	  a	  
poten^al	  candidate.	  

Discovered	  in	  2011	  



Transcript	  by	  Dick	  Carter	  around	  1940.	  

2008	  -‐-‐	  Discovery	  of	  the	  complete	  text	  of	  the	  “Jackson	  leSer.”	  



“From the very head of Pitt Lake and not more than 20 miles in a north-westerly 
direction to the hidden treasure but there is no trail and nothing to guide you except 
that when you get within a few miles of the place you will see on a lower ridge three 
sharp peaks, each some 50 or 100 . high as you face these the hidden treasure is 
below and to the right of these peaks.”	  	  

Jackson’s	  
direc^ons	  to	  
the	  hidden	  
treasure	  




