














launched their canoe and paddled fu-
riously out of range into the middle of the
Pitt River.

MNow beyond reach, they rested on their
paddles for an instant and tumed to look
back. Slumach still stood by Bee's body
and watched the fleeing men. When they
stopped paddling he raised the gun high
over his head and shook it menacingly.

At the threatening gesture, the Indians
frantically leaned into their paddles until
they were out of sight around a slight
bend in the river. They beached the canoe
and after an excited debate, one of the
men began to run the three miles to the
little settlement of Port Coquitlam to
notify the police.

The two others left their cance and
moved cautiously along the bank until
they could see Slumach. They watched as
he retrieved his canoe from its hiding
place in the brush, launched it, and pad-
dled away up the Pitt. After he was out of
gight, they came into the open and tried
to decide what to do.

While they were still arguing, one of
them pointed up the river in alarm—
Slumach was coming back. The two men
scrambled up the bank and hid again.
They watched as Slumach landed near
Bee's body, dragged it down the bank and
rolled it into his cance. Then he tied
rocks to it and paddling out to deep wa-
ter, dumped it overboard where it van-
ished into the deep, clear water. Slumach
then drove the cance back up the Pitt to-
ward the lake.

A graphic newspaper account of the
subsequent seven weeks is still available
in the files of the New Westminster Pub-
lie Library:

Sept. 8, 1880—Louis Bee, a
half-breed, shot and killed by an in-
sane Indion named Slumach at Al-
louette slough.

Sept. 10, 1890—The coroner, Capl.

Pittenridge, and atlendants jour-

neved (o the murder site—long before

the spot was reached, the Indians
conld be heard chanting a death song.

Indians very fearful and none dared

pursue Slumach—Bee's body recouv-

ered by drageing.

Sept. 159, 1890—Slumach still at

large. Inspector Moresby went up

Pitt Lake on Wednesday searching

for him. Constable Anderson report-

ed having seen Slumach the preced-
ing day standing on a rocky bluff

with nothing on bu! a red shirt and a

handkerchief tied around his head.

Too far to exchange shots and Slu-

mach vanished as Constable Ander-

son approached. Indians warned by

Indian Agent not to give aid to Slu-

mach.

Oct. 25, 18890—Indians hod been pre-

viously warned not to give assistance

to Slumach. Today he gave himself
up to Mr. P. McTiernan, the Indian

Agent, and two Indian constables.

His ammunition was all gone and he

was in rags. He had not eaten for

days and was very ill.

Each year, adventurous men head into
the rugged country near Pitt Lake to
gearch for the little canvon paved with a
fabulous treasure. Only two are believed
to have found it for certain.

In the spring of 1902 or 1903 (the date
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is uncertain) an American prospector ar-
rived in New Westminster. He listened
avidly to all the stories about Slumach's
lost mine, then in July, he hired two In-
dians with canoes to ferry him and a
stock of supplies to the head of Pitt Lake.
There, he paid the men and headed into
the fog-shrouded mountains.

John Jackson backpacked what sup-
plies he could, but he tried to live off the
land for the most part. Fish were plenti-
ful, but game is scarce in this region and
he had a difficult time keeping himself in
food.

The coastal mountains are frequently
covered in heavy rain clouds that remain
for days. If Jackson established a base
camp and worked from it each day, he
could easily be trapped by the quick
forming storms and be unable to find his
way back to camp. Except for the rare
clear days, he had to pack his camp wher-
ever he went, This slowed him down and
made the work much harder.

For weeks, Jackson climbed up and
down the steep, heavily timbered slopes
or fought his way through the wet under-
brush. Then one clear day, he slid down
the steep walls of a canyon and found
gold in the stream. More gold than he
could imagine was lving exposed in the
gravel and covering the bedrock.

Seized by gold madness, Jackson
faverighly picked up handful after hand-
ful of the golden treasure lying spread out
in every crack in the bedrock and mixed
through the gravel of the little stream.
With so much in sight it didn’t take long
for him to nearly fill his pack. Then, to
his frustration, he found the pack too
heavy to lift.

Swearing, he feverishly scraped a hole
under a large tent-shaped rock and buried
most of the gold. The irrationality of
burying the gold when there was so much
more in plain sight waiting to be picked
up, never ocourred to him, but it is cer-
tainly understandable to anyvone who has
gwirled a gold pan and seen the glittering
grains gleam in the sunlight.

With enough gold unloaded from his
pack so he could lift it, Jackson started
up the steep canyvon walls, Forced to stop
and rest every few feet he struggled over
the ridge and back to camp.

Too excited to eat, he huddled beside
his campfire late in the night and gloated
over his treasure, Even in his wildest
dreams he hadn't seen gold lying on the
ground waiting to be picked up by the
handful like it was in the golden canyvon.
Exhausted, Jackson finally fell into a fit-
ful sleep by the dying fire.

The next morning, leaving most of his
gear behind and carrying only his blan-
kets, rifle, cold meat, and the gold, he
started out toward Pitt Lake.

Three days later, sick and staggering
with exhaustion from the short rations
and the heavy pack, Jackson came to an
Indian fishing camp on the north end of
the lake. The hospitable Indians gave
him food and a place to sleep in their
shelter. Almost afraid to close his eves he
obzessively guarded the pack. He even
took it into his bedroll when he slept. The
Indians shook their heads in bewilder-
ment at this sick old man and avoided
him as much as they could. He was ob-
viouzly half-mad and they were afraid to

provoke him, Onee, while he was asleep, a
sguaw driven by curiosity, crept up and
peeked into the pack. Years later, the old
Salish woman, Marie McDougall, told
another prospector she saw loose gold
nugeets in the bulging pack.

In a few days Jackson's fever subsided,
but he was still too weak to travel on his
own. He hired the Indians to ferry him to
MNew Westminster.

He didn't stay in town long. As soon as
he could, Jackson caught the first ship to
San Francisco where he banked 8,000 in
gold. Jackson told no one of his find, be-
cause as soon as he was fully recovered,
he intended to go back for more.

But the old man didn't recover. By
September, 1904, he knew he was dying
and would never make it back to the gold-
en canyvon. He had no relatives, so he
wrote to 8 man in Seattle who had been a
friend and grubstaked him in the past. A
week or two later, James R. Shotwell
opened the letter and immediately tried
to contact Jackson in San Francisco, He
was too late, the old man had died a few
days after mailing his fabulous secret.

During the winter, Shotwell organized
a well-financed expedition and in the
spring of 1905, as soon as the snow had
melted, went in with a party of men to
search for the lost mine. They found
nothing. Over the next few vears Shotwell
financed or organized several more
searches, then finally gave it up as hope-
less. Jackson's descriptions were too
vague. The dving old man had net given
enough detail and the map, although sur-
prisingly accurate in peologic features,
was still too vague to allow the exact area
to be pinpointed. In that mass of glacial-
ly carved rock an error of a mile or two
makes everything hopelessly confusing.

For the next 25 years, seasoned pros-
pectors and greenhoms alike searched the
inhospitable wilderness. So far as is
known, all failed to find the lost canvon,

In 1924, R. A. “Volcanic'” Brown be-
gan to search. An experienced prospector
from Grand Forks, British Columbia,
Brown had spent nearly 50 vears in the
wilderness and was extremely knowl-
edgeable.

Somehow, Brown had gotten hold of a
copy of Jackson's letter and map and
convinced it was genuine, started com-
bing the Pitt Lake mountains. Each
spring he went into the area as soon as
the snow began to melt, and followed the
retreating snow line into the higher eleva-
tions. Brown was convinced the lost mine
was about 4,000 feet high, because as
Jackson said in his letter, '] kept high
up.” 50 Brown concentrated his search in
the higher reaches of the mountains.

Each Fall, the gold hungry old man
would be driven out by snow and spend
the winter in New Westminster. Like
many men-who spend too much time
alone in the wilderness, Brown was a
compulsive talker and would go on for
hours about his search for Slumach's gold
mine. Each yvear he was convinced he wag
getting closer and closer to the lost trea-
Sure.

For seven years the old man prowled
the mountains, then in late September
1930, Brown failed to come out of the

mountains. Some of the old man's friends

{Continued on page 52|
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notified the authorities that he was miss-
INg.

Early in November, four men—Game
Warden George Stevenson, Police Con-
stable Eugene Murphy, and two trappers,
Roy and Bill McMasters—formed a
gearch party and went out to look for
him. On the way in, Constable Murphy
and Bill McMasters were forced to come
back because of an injury to one of them,
but Game Warden Stevenson and Hoy
McMasters continued on into the moun-
tains. A \
In Movember, these mountains in
British Columbia become e:tmmgly
treacherous. The snows can come with
such ferocity and heavy amounts that
anyone unlucky enough to be there can be
trapped. However, the two tough, rugged.

‘wood-wise men continued their search

and. fortunately, the snows were late.
Twenty-seven days later, the men
found Brown's last camp near the head-
waters of the Stave River where it foams
from beneath Stave Glacier,

The camp was a disaster. Near a col-
lapsed tent lay a shotgun, a notebook of
herh cures, and a few cooking utensils. In
the tent were some of Brown's personal
effects and clothing. As the men sorted
through these for a possible clue, they
turned up a startling find—a small glass
jar which held 11 ounces of raw,
rough-edged gold.

IFl{ad Brown found the Mother Lode,
the area where the nuggets that paved
Slumach’s gold canyon came from? All
indications were that he had. The nuggets
displayed by Slumach and the gold Jack-
son brought out were slightly waterworn
and rounded, indicating they had beein
moved a short distance by water. Brown's
gold wasn't waterworn at all and there
were gtill crushed and broken crystals of
guartz embedded in it. This was con-
vincing evidence that it had been ham-
mered directly from a quartz vein.

As any geologist, mining engineer, or
prospector will tell you, a vein of quartz
containing visible chunks of raw l'ree_ﬂﬂld
iz incredibly rich and Brown had obvious-
ly found such a vein!

But, Brown wasn't anywhere to be
found. He had vanished, leaving his camp
intact. Stevenson and McMasters
searched the surrounding area for a
couple of days, but failed to find Brown's
body. Finally, the late snows arrived with
a vengeance, and they barely escaped the
mountains with their lives.

When word of the gold they had found
in Brown's camp spread around New
Westminster, gold fever reached a new
high: The Depreszion was well under“.:w
and many men were grasping at anything

as spring made travel possible, men
swarmed into the mountains and
found —nothing!

During the Great Depression of the
1930s, no one knows how many poorly
equipped and inexperiencec! men went
into the mountains searching for Slu-
mach's lost gold canyon. Some panned a
few dollars in gold dust from the streams,
but most found nothing. Certainly none
gtumbled onto the golden treasure. Many

of the men died alene and unmissed in

that might bring in some money. As soon

this unforgiving wilderness.

Over the years, hikers have casually
noticed a few old, scattered, chip-
munk-gnawed bones, thought they were
those of a winter killed deer and walked
on. A little better knowledge of anatomy
and a closer inspection would have
ghncked the hiker, because he would have
identified them as human bones. The
names of the lost men will never be
known except to the frowning buttresses
of rock that scowl down on the intruder.

By the early 1960s the Canadian Pro-
vincial and Federal gpovernments were
tired of searching for lost or missing men
who had gone to seek Slumach's gold.
The rescue missions were costing thou-
sands of dollars and risking the lives of
the many search parties. The vicious air
currents around the ragged glacier sharp-
ened peaks and the unpredictable weath-
er, also made flying these mountains on a
search pattern extremely dangerous,

Something had to be done to dis-
courage inexperienced and ill-equipped
treasure hunters from going into this wil-
derness. Through unofficial channels, the
word was leaked that very little effort
would be made to find missing men any
more. Even this didn't discourage the
gold hungry men and many kept search-
ing for Slumach’s canyon.

In a further effort to discourage them,
the Federal government published a
small section on the Lost Pitt Lake Mine
{Slumach's) in their 1965 publication,
Geologic Survey of Canada, Memoir 335,
This survey flatly states that the area is
unsuitahle for the occurrence of gold de-
posits because '‘no quartz outcroppings
are visible."

Unfortunately, they published a geo-
logic map of the area at the same time.
While geologic maps do not contain much
detail, they do outline the types of rock to
be found in an area. Compiled from air
and ground surveys, these maps are rea-
sonably accurate and are one of the im-
portant tools used by a prospector or ge-
ologist before selecting a likely area.

Like the Lost Dutchman treasure of
Arizona, no one seems to know the value
of Slumach's lost mine. The figure most
often mentioned in the old accounts is
%100 million. No one, of course, knows for
sure. It may be worth only one or two mil-
lion and hardly worth looking for unless
you happen to be able to use a million or
two for taking care of a few bills.

Again, like the Lost Dutchman, there
are so many stories it is difficult to win-
now out the myths and get to the reason-
ably reliable facts. However, it has been
well established that Slumach did come
into New Westminster and go on wild
spending sprees with thousands of dollars
in gold. When it was gone, he would dis-
appear for a time and come back with an-
other very heavy sack of gold.

Mo one can prove he killed the nine
women who accompanied him into the
wilderness in the hope of getting some of
his wealth, but it can't be disproven, ei-
ther. With the amount of gold Slumach
gpent, it is not unreazonable to assume he
could easzily persuade the sporting ladies
to go along and warm his blankets. In
spite of his vicious appearance and his
reputation as a killer, the lure of “all the
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gold they could carry’ would be a pow-
erful persuader.

Are Jackson's letter and map authentic
or are they fabrications? While there are
undoubtedly some phony copies around,
the original letter to Shotwell is believed
to be authentic. Many experienced men
have gambled a great deal of time, mon-
ey, and their lives that it's accurate.

An examination of the geologic map of
the area, printed in 1965 and drawn from
aerial photographs and ground survey in-
formation, discloses one startling thing:

John Jackson must have been on the
spot because his descriptions of the rocks
he encountered coincide with the geologic
map published by the Canadian Geologic
Survey 60 vears later. In addition, Jack-
gon's rough map shows geologic features
that are surprisingly accurate. He cer-
tainly couldn't have seen the country
from the air in 1902 or 1903, He was
there!

The 1965 Geologic Survey, Memoir
#3356, says the area is unsuitable for gold.
This statement is not borne out by the
geologic map. Geologists now know the
occurrence of gold in the older, underlying
rock formations is a very distinet possi-
bility and that it is an excellent place to
look for minerals.

Without getling into the confusing jar-
pon of geology, it boils down to this: The
area roughly bounded by Stave Glacier,
Stave River, and Corbold Creek, have
considerable amounts of PreJurassic and
Jurassic (220 million vears old) rock
showing on the surface. This rock is now
known to be suitable for the occurrence of
minerals. Therefore, there is a distinct
probability that Slumach, Jackson, and
Brown did find gold in this area. Just be-
cause the gold-bearing quartz vein wasn't
found by a hurried ground survey party,
doesn’t mean it isn't there. If Slumach's
lost mine had been easy to find, it would
have been found long ago by the many
searchers.

The coastal mountains of Britizh Co-
lumbia and the nearby Cascade Range of
Washington are primarily composed of
plutonic (formed from molten magma)
rock and are favorable for the oceurrence
of minerals including gold and silver.
Many deposits have been found. Only a
few miles west of Pitt Lake, Anaconda
Copper's Brittania Beach Mine on Howe
Sound is producing high grade copper ore
and often hits pockets of ore that contain
appreciable amounts of gold. Copper and
molybdenum outcroppings have been
found near Pitt Lake and molyvbdenum
outcrops were discovered on Corbold
Creek. Gold has been found a few miles
southwest and northeast of the most like-
Iv area for Slumach’s golden canyon.

No geologizst or mining enginer who is
aware of the increasing knowledge of
mineral occurrences would say that there
is little chance of gold in this area.

After examining all the evidence hand-
ed down through the yvears and discarding
the obviously exaggerated, then correlat-
ing the remaining facts with the geologic
information available, the most likely
area for Slumach’s treasure is in the gen-
eral area of Corbold Creek’s headwaters
and the Stave River's beginning. This 15
the area where *“Volcanic’' Brown's last
camp wag found and matches Jackson's
description.

Someday, a searcher is going to
stumhble and slide down a steep canyon
wall and find Slumach’s treasure. Then
he'll be wealthy hevond his wildest
dreams. It might be a rank greenhorn, but
more likely it will be an experienced pros-
pector who will start his search only after
careful, logical, research and evaluation,
It could be you if you're tough enough to
match this rugged country.

One word of caution. If you're in there
this surmnmer looking for the lost mine, be
careful when you appreach my camp. [
don't believe Slumach's curse, but I'll
still be jumpy. *THE END

AMERICAN TAX REVOLT
{Continued from page 1.3)

exceptions and exemptions, waivers, loop-
holes, escape hatches and shelters, per-
mitting the greatest tax benefits to those
who least need or deserve them.

It izn't really welfare for the poor that
keeps our taxes high but welfare for the
rich! A giant handout from Uncle Sam to
the moneved classes? You bet it is, and it
was most graphically revealed last vear
in a study headed by Joseph A. Pechman
and Benjamin Okner, top tax experts at
the Brookings Institution in Washington,
D.C. Applying computer methods to ac-
tual IRS returns (furnished on computer
tape without taxpayvers' names), plus fig-
ures from different economic surveys, the
two experts arrived at a breakdown of av-
erage tax savings on a per family basis.
Their findings look like this:

Your Yearly Tax

If You Make: “"Welfare™ Will Be:

Over 51 million 2720,000

$500,000 to 21 million $202,000

225-50,000 24,000
$15-20,000 21,200
£5-10,000 2340
Under 3,000 316

As Philip M. Stern, a veteran student
of IRS rulings and intricacies, pointed
out in hie recent book, The Rape of the
Taxpaver, “'the net effect of a ‘tax for-
piveness’ is identical to that of a direct
federal handout.” Take another look at
that table above. The “‘handout” to the
vast majority of wage earners would
mayhe buy each family a bag of groceries
every week for a year, although that is
doubtful in these days of soaring in-
flation. The poorest among us get a mea-
ger tax benefit of 30 cents a week. And
the gigantic tax “welfare grants'" that go
to the super-affluent minority can be pic-
tured in terms of wild extravagance rang-
ing from the purchase of a new Cadillac
every week to about 40 around-the-world
vacation trips a year.

Crazy? Incredibly unfair? The answer
has ta be both. Altogether, those tax sav-
ings or, if vou like, Treasury handouts, to-
tal 8773 billion! Only $92 million goes to
the six million poorest families in the na-
tion. But 24 times that amount is "
awarded those with annual incomes of

{Continued on page 95)




